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Reportage on Chancellor Kohl's Visit to U.S. 


Clinton, Kohl Promise Support to Yeltsin 


AU 2703181193 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 27 Mar 93 pp 1,2 


[“C.G.” report: “Clinton and Kohl Promise Support to 
Yeltsin” ] 


[Text] Washington, 26 March—During their first 
meeting Chancellor Kohl and U.S. President Clinton 
promised support to Russian President Yeltsin, who ts in 
dire straits. On 26 March in Washington Koh! and 
Clinton expressed their relief that Yeltsin will not be 
deposed for the time being, and they both tried to help 
him by supporting his course pointing to a democratic 
future, which is important for the West and for Russia. 
The prospect of economic help by the seven most impor- 
tant western industrialized nations (G- 7) at their meet- 
ings in Japan, which are currently being prepared, and of 
efforts by the IMF and the World Bank for rescheduling 
the debts in Western creditor states, is supposed to 
brighten the Moscow horizon a bit. Increasing U.S. 
expenditures for Russia is part of Clinton's program for 
Yeltsin, whom he wants to meet in Vancouver next 
week. Kohl encouraged Clinton in his awareness of the 
urgent need for the aid package, which has to be filled by 
all. During the talks about rescheduling debts, Kohl 
pointed out that canceling Russia's debts in Germany— 
which has already paid more than half of all financial aid 
to Moscow—and in return have Russia's debts in the 
other creditor countries paid, would not be acceptable. 
Kohl and Clinton noted agreement in their aititude 
toward Yeltsin and the events in Russia. Kohl said that 
Washington’s increasing willingness to help Russia on its 
path toward democracy and market economy is valu- 
able. He assumes that Yeltsin will win in the end. 


In Washington Kohl acted as the chancellor of a govern- 
ment that wants to contribute to implementing the UN 
decision on enforcing the no-fly zone over Bosnia; how- 
ever, the fact that this is to be done against the votes of 
the foreign minister's party in the Cabinet, which, like 
the opposition, wants to complain to the Constitutional 
Court, remained in need of explanation. Kohl had pre- 
pared such an explanation: “The coalition wants to make 
a positive decision on AWACS.” Germany is going 
through a discussion about the Constitution: “This is 
reality.”” Even though he considers an amendment to the 
Basic Law unnecessary, he understands the attitude of 
the others. Since at first there has not been any guarantee 
that the Social Democratic Party of Germany would 
“immediately” go to Karlsruhe, the actions agreed on 
with the Free Democratic Party of Germany to clarify 
the matter is a logical consequence: “Legal opinion 
stands against legal opinion.”” In Washington Kohl 
stressed Germany’s re.iability in the alliance. 


Clinton asked Kohl about Germany's assessment of 
developments in eastern and southeastern Europe. Con- 
cerning the Balkan war, the two politicians were “on the 
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same wavelength.” Kohl got the impression that the 
Americans’ moral outrage about the atrocitics in the 
former Yugoslavia is as great as that of the Germans. 
Obviously, he made a distinction with the attitude of the 
other west Europeans without specifically saying so. 


As one of the “European actors,” Kohl tried to convince 
Clinton that European union, as it was decided in 
Maastricht, is not directed againsi the United States. It 1s 
continually drawing closer: “The European train is 
rolling and it will pass its destination with all 12 
aboard.” The new Danish minority government will win. 
Membership negotiations with the Scandinavian neigh- 
bors Sweden, Finland, and Norway might have a bene- 
ficial effect on the referendum in Denmark. After the 
expansion of the EC in 1995, a European “summit” can 
be held to think about how “the next ring” might be put 
around the EC without setting a specific date for that. 
This ring may consist of the Czech Republic and Slo- 
vakia or Poland and Hungary. In Kohl's view, it would 
be disastrous if organized Europe were to end at the Oder 
and Neisse Rivers. Kohl seems to think that these 
countries might be permitted to attend meetings of the 
European Council for up to 10 years until they become 
members. Stabilization in eastern Europe depends on 
the fact that these states know that the EC Europeans 
want to have them in their group. Kohl and Clinton 
probably discussed the fact that there are also opposition 
forces in western and southern Europe that oppose 
expansion to the east. However, Kohl probably pointed 
to his agreement with President Mitterrand on this 
matter. 


The changes after the French elections also were men- 
tioned during the discussion of the GATT negotiations 
in Washington. Kohl said that an agreement before the 
international economic summit in July is essential. 
because one cannot announce this noble goal year after 
year. At the meeting in Tokyo one must finally be able to 
say that it has been achieved if the seven large countries 
do not want to make fools of themselves. 


Kohl Statement at Joint News Conference 


LD2603224893 Berlin N-TV in German 1934 GMT 26 
Mar 93 


[Statement by German Chancellor Helmut Kohl at joint 
news conference with U.S. President Clinton at the 
White House in Washington—live] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted—Kohl praises efforts of 
American servicemen and hopes they will return safely 
from duties: praises American forces and notes there 
would be no German unification without their help] 
Ladies and gentlemen, this was my first meeting with the 
President. It was an intensive and friendly discussion— 
in German there is no word we can use to translate it 
—you use the term: The chemistry ts right. | am happy to 
use your expression. It is indeed correct. We discussed 
many matters, including matters that move us in a very 
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personal way at an important time in world and Euro- 
pean politics, and | was [passage indistinct] present 
many issues, including those in the field of German 
politics. [passage omitted] 


In the European house we are now building, for me and 
for us Germans, it is of vital importance that the 
Americans have a life- long home there, that they be 
present there with their soldiers in numbers that demon- 
strate that they are not just there for decoration but with 
a will to defend freedom; that we can expand economic 
relations, and naturally this involves—sensibly 
enough—that despite all the problems, we reach a con- 
clusion in the GATT round as quickly as possible. We 
also discussed this. We agreed that we will both work on 
this. [passage omitted—Kohl notes expansion of cultural 
relations; says German-American friendship and Euro- 
pean unification must be pursued in tandem, and both 
sides must support Soviet successor states in reform] 


I am very grateful to you, Mr. President, for the resolve 
and the courage that you have shown, particularly in 
recent weeks, by standing clearly at Boris Yeltsin’s side. 
We both want—and I can underline word for word what 
you have said—the reforms to be successful, and 
together we also know that anything that could cause 
setbacks will in the end be much more expensive than 
the help we now intend to provide together. And I 
support your idea, which we discussed, that in the next 
few days, together with our staff, before your meeting in 
April with President Yeltsin—we will discuss this fur- 
ther, also with a view to preparing the G-7 meeting of 
foreign and finance ministers on 14 April—we send a 
message to the people in Russia, even before the refer- 
endum, to the effect that the West, led by the Americans 
and their President, is making every possible effort to 
provide an opportunity for a path of freedom for Russia 
and the other Soviet successor states. 


And may | repeat what I told you Mr. President: We 
Germans are committed to this issue not only because 
we are neighbors and are particularly aware of the threat 
posed in the event of a retrograde tendency toward 
dictatorship. We also have our own experiences. [passage 
omitted) 


Mr. President, | would also like to say that we spoke in 
depth about developments in the former Yugoslavia. 
The Bosnian president was here early today at the same 
time—we met briefly in the White House. We desire that 
all opportunities be exploited as quickly as possible to 
stop the shooting there—that is the stage prior to a 
cease-fire—and then that peace be achieved. 


That which people there are encountering daily is one of 
the most terrible experiences of this century, and here 
too I am glad and grateful that you and your adminis- 
tration have taken a clear position. 


FBIS-WEU-93-058 
29 March 1993 


Once again, thank you very much for this friendly 
reception and the friendly open discussions. Mr. Presi- 
dent, perhaps | may announce that you have accepted 
my invitation to come to Germany together with your 
wife. 


Kohl Answers Questions at News Conference 


LD2703111793 Berlin N-TV in German 1934 GMT 26 
Mar 93 


[News conference given by U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and German Chancellor Helmut Kohl in Washington on 
26 March—live] 


{Excerpts} [Passage indistinct; question asked and 
answered by President Clinton] 


{Unidentified corresponder.t] You have heard the Pres- 
ident present his [words indistinct] gave you a good idea 
what is going to be included in his Russian aid package. 
{Words indistinct] will make a difference over there? 


[Kohl] I think we will have the opportunity to work 
jointly. You know that the FRG has provided well over 
half of the financial assistance so far given to the states of 
the CIS, the former Soviet Union, and I am very glad 
that the President has once again started an initiative— 
within the G-7 framework and also beyond it—of put- 
ting together an aid package, which helos Boris Yeltsin 
and the reforms. 


I think the package could contain three or four elements, 
generally speaking: bilateral aid, multilateral aid, then 
questions of food or goods which can be provided, but 
also specific aid, which is in actual fact help for self-help 
for ourselves—I am thinking, for example, of the safety 
of civilian nuclear power stations in the former Soviet 
Union, that is the present CIS states. We discussed this 
in Munich at the World Economic Summit. 


I'm very glad that the President is also endorsing this 
thought, for the question of safety is a central one for all 
following the Chernobyl incident. This is not only a 
question for Russia or Ukraine, it is a question for all of 
us. And if we now take all these issues together. | feel we 
will have a good chance of finding the right approach, 
and I would be glad to support the President on this. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Did you discuss military 
cooperation over Bosnia in light of the German consti- 
tutional conflict? 


[Kohl] No, in effect we only exchanged current reports 
on what the Federal Government will do in the event of 
a resolution by the world. No more than that. [passage 
omitted] 


{Unidentified correspondent] Gentlemen. both of you 
mentioned GATT, and expressed the hope that an agree- 
ment can be reached soon. | know that a year ago. on a 
visit here, you, Federal Chancellor Kohl. expressed opti- 
mism that this could be achieved before the Munich 
summit, but this obviously did not happen. Currently 
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thre seems to be more tension between the United 
States and its trading partners than there was a year ago. 
What ts it that causes you to be so optimistic over this 
issue to the effect that a breakthrough can be achicved? 


| Kohl] For me there 1s no question that 11 was a mistake 
not to reach a conclusion before Munich. And then there 
were many reasons afterward. However, | told the Pres- 
ident today that there is a convincing argument. For 
example, if we were to sit together in Tokyo and the final 
document is read out, and Prime Minister Miyazawa sits 
before 1.500 correspondents and reads aloud: The G-7 
participants are convinced that the concl::sion of GATT 
iS an important prerequisite for fighting recession. There 
would be an enormous amount of laughter in the hall and 
some of you would wave the document from London and 
the document from Munich; and when | put it like 
that...[Koh! changes thought] You know, | say thank 
God, thank God, for the situation in which we find 
ourselves. 


But I have a very serious argument which you have not 
mentioned in the discussion. We all need GATT and free 
world trade if we want to get out of the recession. 
Happily the Americans clearly and visibly have a good 
approach. 


However, we almost never talk about the Third World. 
The economic situation in the Third World is miserable. 
and the current recession affects the Third World much 
more than the industrialized nations. And today, as part 
of our discussions, with the vice president as well, we 
talked about the work that has to follow after the Rio 
conference. One cannot expect to make progress on the 
issue of fighting the destructive tendencies toward the 
rain forest if the countries affected do not see any 
opening for the future and block GATT with an eye on 
their development into recession. 


Of course there are enormous problems in successfully 
concluding GATT, the Uruguay round, but I do not 
believe things have got better over the last two years. 
And if we wait another year things will get even worse. 
For that reason | think that the date in Tokyo and the 
threat of almost 2,000 correspondents 1s a positive thing 
in this case. 


[Passage omitted on question to Clinton, Clinton thanks 
press and leaves with Kohl] 


Koh! Comments on Results of Meeting with 
Clinton 

AU 2703145093 Hamburg ARD Television Network in 
German 2130 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Interview with Chancellor Helmut Kohl by unidentified 
reporter in Washington on 26 March—recorded] 


[Text] [Reporter] Let us put all cosmetics aside—what 
was the most important result of this first talk with 
President Clinton? 
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[Kohl] There are two results, which cannot be separated 
and are equally important. In the United States they use 
the phrase: Is the chemistry right? We cannot translate 
this into German. The answer is a cle2c and unambig- 
uous yes. The atmosphere was very dense [dicht] and 
intensive in regard to all problems. | think that this is 
very important for our continuing work. 


Second, one can see a clear change in the way of thinking 
concerning the need to help the countries in central, 
eastern, and southeastern Europe. This is an old subject, 
which I have advocated again and again, simply fol- 
lowing the motto: If things go wrong there, everything 
will just become much worse than it is already now. 
Sensible help for self-help means safeguarding the future 
for all of us. This is an essential piece of progress. 


Notes ‘Major Progress’ in Talks 
LD2603231193 B:rlin N-TV in German 2204 GMT 26 
Mar 93 


[Text] Cologne (ADN)—The talks with U.S. President 
bill Clinton have resulted in major progress, according 
to Chancelior Helmut Kohl (Chr'stian Democratic 
Union). In an AKD TV interview following the talks, 
Kohl said today that clear rethinking was discernible in 
Washington as far as assistance for the countries of 
eastern and southeastern Europe is concerned. This is an 
old subject which he has pursued time and again, 
believing that if everything goes wrong there, things will 
be much worse than they are now. Reasonable help for 
self-help is now a guarantee for the future of us all. 


Kohl said about the talks that the atmosphere was very 
close and intensive [his was very important for their 
work in the future 


‘Steer Clear Course’ on Russia 


AU 2903104593 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 28 Mar 93 pp 1,2 


[Report by Heinz Vielain and Siegmar Schelling: “Chan- 
cellor Kohl: Germans Have Done Most for Russia™] 


[Text] Bonn—U.S. President Bil! Clinton and Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl want to continue to “very strongly 
support” the democratically elected Russian President, 
Boris Yeltsin. 


After his return from a two-day visit to the United 
States. Kohl said in an interview with WELT AM 
SONNTAG on Saturday [27 March]: “President Clinton 
and I completely agree that, in view of the critical 
development in Russia, it 1s necessary to steer a clear 
course and to strengthen the democratic forces around 
Boris Yeltsin.” 


Kohl announced that he has invited “linton to visit 
Germany. The President has agreed “to come as soon as 
possible. Our intensive discussion. which took several 
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hours, was characterized by very sympathetic feelings 
and friendship.” Clinton's visit might take place this 
year. 


The talks in the White House particularly focused on the 
development in Russia. “I expressed to President 
Clinton my respect for his courage to show clear support 
for Yeltsin. We both want tangible results as regards the 
Western support program for Russia to be achieved at 
the meeting of the foreign and finance ministers of the 
most important industrialized states (G-7) in Tokyo on 
14 and 15 April,” Kohl stressed. 


With this program the West must “give™ the people in 
Russia “the clear message that we are supporting the 
reform policy in their country not only with words but 
also with deeds.”’ Kohl added that in this connection he 
also pointed out “that up to now we Germans have done 
by far the most for Russia and the other successor states 
of the former Soviet Union.” 


In this connection, he made it clear to the U.S. President 
how much the Germans have gone “to the limits of their 
capacity” in this. The great challenges “that we are 
facing in view of the development in Russia” can be 
“mastered only together” by Europeans and 4 ‘ericans. 


As regards the crisis in Russia, Kohl told WELT AM 
SONNTAG that everyone must know that overcoming 
the crisis is not only in Russia's interest: “Everyone 
should also consider the fact that in the end everything 
that leads to a setback of the reform process will be much 
more expensive for the West than the current aid.” 


Kohl is convinced that there will be a “good personal 
relationship” in cooperation with the U.S. President. He 
agrees with Clinton on decisive political points. 


At the conclusion of the talks President Clinton stated 
that also as regards the second important topic of the 
meeting, the stalled GATT talks on the new order of 
world trade, Bonn and Washington at least “do not differ 
in their good intentions.” They intend to cooperate 
closely so as to finally bring the negotiations to a satis- 
factory conclusion. 


All observers noted the unusually cordial atmosphere 
between the new young man in the White House and the 
German chancellor, who is much older also in terms of 
years in office. The “chemistry” was right. One U.S. 
journalist said: “The President from Arkansas with his 
liking for hamburgers and the chancellor from Palatinate 
with his liking for Italian cooking—this could be the 
beginning of a wonderful friendship.” 


Chancellor Kohl is meanwhile preparing for his yearly 
Easter holiday in Bad Hofgastein [Austria]. Before he 
goes on the 14-day “diet,” he will have talks with the 
prime ministers of Pakistan and Egypt as well as the 
president of Bolivia next week. 


Hannelore Kohl, the chancellor's wife, who is recovering 
from a prolonged illness, will probably be discharged 
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from the sanatorium at Tegernsee lake next week. Pre- 
viously, she was treated in St. Mary’s Hospital in Lud- 
wigshaven. The chancellor's wife fell ill with a penicillin 
allergy in mid-February, before Kohl left for Asia. 


Article Assesses U.S. Administration Officials 


AU 2703175993 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 25 Mar 93 p 14 


[Leo Wieland article: “Clinton Without Urge for Risks”) 


[Text] Washington, 24 March—Chancellor Kohl's new 
host in the White House is gradually falling into step in 
foreign policy. President Clinton, whe was inexperi- 
enced in international affairs until recently, would enjoy 
dealing with them more if this did not almost exclusively 
mean delicate crisis management. From Moscow to the 
Balkans, from North Korea to Haiti, unpleasant things 
are combined with unpredictable things. At present, the 
United States, which has enough internal difficulties of 
its own, which it does not deny but wants to tackle with 
fresh energy under Clinton's leadership—nevertheless 
feels to be ine Isles of the Blest to the outside world. 


Wherever Clinton and his team look, the situation. 
mood, or both is worse than in their country. The gloom 
is reaching from the imanediate neighbors, Canada and 
Mexico, which are in a deeper economic crisis than the 
United States, to the European allies, which oscillate 
between recession and political listlessness. The 
depressed Germans are suffering from the aftermaths of 
unification, the Britons and Frenchmen from homemade 
maladies, and the Italians from endless corruption scan- 
dals. With the characteristically cool unselfconscious- 
ness of people who have newly come to power, some in 
the White House and the State Department are won- 
dering whether most of this spring's foreign visitors— 
last year they still clearly banked on President Bush— 
will not soon belong to the circle of “old boys” together 
with Clinton's predecessor. 


Shortly after his first visit to Washington, Canada’s 
Conservative Prime Minister Mulroney announced his 
resignation. British Prime Minister Major, who was the 
next to visit Clinton, is increasingly challenged. The 
Socialist Party of French President Mitterrand—who 
was the last guest from Europe before Kohl, who was 
expected in Washington on 25 March—suffered the 
expected severe defeat in the elections. For Clinton, who 
unlike his German visitor, does not have to run again in 
elections as early as next year but has four years in office 
ahead of him, these are ominous signs. The most omr- 
nous of all is the struggle for power in the Kremlin and 
the question of whether Clinton will really have the 
opportunity to shake hands with a Russian president 
named Yeltsin in Vancouver or elsewhere in early April. 


So far. Clinton's foreign policy has been distinguished by 
caution, continuity on the basis of Bush's allowances. 
and a hesitation to take risks. Whether in Bosmia or in 
the Middle East. the Persian Gulf, Caribbean. or Eastern 
Asia, the passwords are “diplomacy.” “negotiations.” 





FBIS-WEU-93-058 
29 March 1993 


and “peaceful solution.” Therefore. Clinton, who knows 
how easily a U.S. president can set a trap for himself with 
ill-considered comments, 1s deliberately keeping a “low 
profile.” He avoids reporters and interviews (his news 
conference on 23 March was a cautious “premiere™). he 
has his spokesman Stephanopoulos read balanced 
written statements, and leaves the talking and detail 
work to his even more cautious Secretary of State Chris- 
topher. 


Undemiably Christopher has proved to be a heavyweight 
in the Cabinet in the first few months. The man, who is 
a lawyer by profession and can be as hard as a rock under 
his protective guise of polite accomodation, determines 
the terms of debate and executes the decisions. Being 
legalistic and pragmatic at the same time. he loves 
“processes” above all: the process of negotiations (in the 
Balkans). the reform process (in Russia), the peace 
process (in the Middle East). The diplomatic veteran 
from the Carter administration is a kind of father figure 
for Clinton and acts as a bridge to the older visitors to 
Washington. like Kohl and Mitterrand. 


With those of his own age. like Major and Mulroney. 
Clinton quickly developed a direct. uncomplicated, 
though not exceedingly cordial “working relationship.” 
Right away. he got along with Mitterrand, whom he 
successfully flattered with his respect sor his experience 
as an “old fox.” Kohl. who is expected to show less 
relaxed composure in Washington in the shadow of the 
Basic Law and more active world policy participation of 
the Germans. can also reckon with trusting sympathy in 
this case. It was remarkable how Clinton picked up the 
alarm for Yeltsin that Koh! sounded in a letter and. 
together with Mitterrand. transformed it into a pleading 
for a special conference of the “Great Seven” for help for 
Russia. Clinton can listen if his partners have something 
to Say 


In the first 100 days he took on eight basic foreign policy 
points. He wanted to get to know separately each head of 
government of the G-7 states before the July summit in 
Tokyo. he wanted to establish contacts with UN Secre- 
tary General Butrus Ghali and NATO Secretary General 
Woerner at a “multilateral level”: he wanted to show 
that “priority” 1s given to Russia. to relaunch the Wash- 
ington Middle East talks (20 April). to withdraw his 
soldiers from Somalia and. if possible. not to send them 
to Bosnia, to preserve the relative peace in the Persian 
Gulf, and to press for the return of democracy in Haiti. 
4 good deal of this has been translated into reality or at 
least launched by him by in a trial manner. As the 
WASHINGTON POST put it. the doctor's imperative 
“In the first place do not cause any damage” was in the 
foreground as the foreign policy keynote. THE NEW 
YORK TIMES perceived behind Clinton's behavior 
“the governor. not the great geostrategic theoretician.” 


The man who 1s supposed to limit the damage and keep 
the 46-year- old Clinton from getting involved in any 
kind of “mess” from Port- au-Prince to Sarajevo is 
Christopher. His task is facilitated by the fact that the 


GERMANY 5 


foreign and security policy team—as in Bush's time— 
has smoothly cooperated in mutual agreement so far. 
Vice President Gore, who also joins meetings with 
foreign guests, while the other advisers only speak at the 
President's explicit request, plays a special role. For the 
tume being. cooperation works out well in the “second 
row” without the jea’ousies of the Carter era (Vance 
against Brzezinski) or the Reagan years (Shultz against 
Weinberger). 


Defense Secretary Aspin, a more original thinker than 
Christopher, 1s fully occupied with the dual task of the 
Armed Forces restructuring and cutting the Pentagon 
budget—with the help of a cardiac pacemaker which he 
got a few days ago. National Security Adviser Lake, who 
served Carter together with Christopher, has interpreted 
his role according to the example of the inconspicuously 
efficient General Scowcroft, who was not vain. Together 
with Christopher, he often meets foreign visitors at the 
State Department without entrenching himself in the 
White House as a man aware of his status. Thus. 
Clinton's advisers and ministers follow the instruction to 
avoid titanic struggles of egos. keep the internal paralysis 
of the administration within bounds, and on no account 
allow their superior to look like the !ast Democratic 
president: Jimmy Carter. 


Commentary Views Study or, German-U.S. 
Relations 

AU 2603133293 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 26 Mar 93 p 4 


[Josef Joffe commentary: “Yanks, Don't Go Home!” } 


{Text} Perhaps the study is in the pile of files that 
Chancellor Kohl has taken along on his first visit to the 
new President in Washington. The study was drawn up 
by the renowned Rand Corporation in California, and it 
deals with the Germans in general and the German-U S. 
relationship in particular. Using this study as a basis. the 
chancellor could give his host Clinton a gift, so to speak. 
and tell him how well the Germans think of the Ameri- 
cans: Seven out of 10 Germans consider themselves 
“pro-American”: only 27 percent express an anti- 
American attitude. Even better: The highest pro- 
American values occur among the old (over 64) and the 
young (18-24). This means: While the older friends of the 
U.S. are passing away. a generation is emerging that 1s 
more positive in its attitude toward the U.S. than the 
generation of “68.” 


A second piece of news that might make Clinton well- 
disposed toward Kohl refers to the U.S. military pres- 
ence in the FRG: The number of west Germans who 
want to keep it 1s growing. In 1991 it was only 43 
percent: now 63 percent are saying: “Yanks. don't go 
home.” In the east. the number of GI lovers is far 
smaller. but it has doubled since 1991: from 12 to 24 
percent. According to Ron Asmus, the manager of the 
study. this leads to the conclusion “that the link between 
the U.S. and the Soviet military presences has been 
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severed in the eyes of the Germans.” In other words: 
Even though Russian troops are quickly withdrawing 
from Germany, German interest in having the Ameri- 
Cans Stay iS growing. 


The paradox is easy to solve. Times are becoming more 
uncertain, but Europe is not showing any increased 
ability to take care of its security on its own. As a result, 
the Germans’ affinity for NATO is growing steadily— 
and this is the third main result of the study. “Do you 
believe that NATO is essential for German security?” 
was one of the key questions of the Ran investigators. In 
1990, the year cf unification, only 53 percent of west 
Germans answered this question “yes.” Now the figure is 
71 percent. In the east, too, the number saying “yes” 1s 
rising: from 35 percent in 1991 to 46 percent at the end 
of 1992. 


So far, so good. However, Clinton's most urgent question 
to the chancellor will certainly be: “What do you think of 
intervention?” (as his glance falls on the latest report on 
the AWACS affair). There things are getting compli- 
cated. On the one hand, more and more Germans believe 
that their country should be more “active” in interna- 
tional politics (now 62 percent). They also believe (56 
percent, compared with 43 percent two years ago) that 
the international community must intervene if human 
rights and international law are violated. However. 
enthusiasm declines strongly as soon as *”* matter 
becomes specific. A total of 93 percent are © favor of 
“humanitarian measures,” but this declines to 53 per- 
cent in the case of “peacekeeping UN mussions,” and 
plummets to 32 percent when one asks about “military 
participation in NATO intervention.” German enthvu- 
siasm for intervention hits rock bottom when realpolitk 
comes to the fore. Even if the United Nations gave its 
blessing, only one-fifth of the people would be in favor of 
an operation a la Gulf War. 


Perhaps Clinton might find consolation in another part 
of the Rand investigations: The Germans’ enthusiasm 
for Europe is declining, and the interest in close EC-U.S. 
partnership is rising. Almost three-quarters of the popu- 
lation voted for the latter; only 44 percent were for the 
Political Union, and only 43 percent for a common 
European currency (in 1991, about half of the people 
were still in favor of it). In addition, most Germans do 
not see the United States as the future competitor (only 
12 percent) but rather Japan (62 percent). 


Summary: The psychogram of German-U.S. relations is 
strongly positive—more positive than at the beginning of 
the 1980's, when pacifism, fear of nuclear war, and 
anti-Americanism went hand in hand. But the “culture 
of abstinence from world politics,” as the study calls it, 
remains deeply rooted, and that is where the harmony 
between the superpower United States and the FRG 
ends. 
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Commentary Views Yeltsin's Political Prospects 
AU 2603182693 Harabure DIE ZE!'T in German 26 
Mar 93 p 1 


[Theo Sommer commentary: “Can Yeltsin Sull Be 


Helped?”} 


[Text] A power struggle is raging in Moscow with an 
uncertain outcome. Russian President Yelisin, who is 
legitimized by free elections. and the parliament, a relic 
from the final period of communism, are quarreling 
bitterly about the Constitution. The president wants to 
abolish the present legislative body and this body wants 
to limit his powers to purely ceremonial things. Both of 
them rely on a contradictory Constitution, which 1s also 
a burden inherited from the old regime. The executive 
and legislative branches are blocking each other. Every- 
thing important gets stuck in the tangle of the constitu- 
tional conflict. 


The economic reform is not making progress. The basic 
economic data show continued deterioration. The cross 
national product has declined to 65 percent of the 1989 
level. In 1992 the inflation rate amounted to |,300 
percent, the standard of living was halved: industrial 
output went down by 30 percent, and there are a lot of 
other troubles. 


The determination of Russian foreign policy for the 
posi-communist world has become a bone of contention 
between pro-Westerners and nationalists. The new bal- 
ance of power between Moscow and the regions is still 
being Geayed. The remote areas hardly give a damn 
about te ukases from Moscow. The old slogan of the 
past is stall valid: Bog vysoko, tsar daleko—Heaven is 
high up and the tsar is far away. 


Aj \ne Same wme, crime ts rising dramatically, corrup- 
tion is spreading, and the health sector is sliding further 
and further into crisis. The people, however, disgusted 
by the glaring injustices of the new era and the poverty 
that most of them suffer, are turning away from policy 
with displeasure and not without nostalgic desire for the 
vanished greatness of the empire and the modest but 
certain welfare of the old era. 


Last weekend [20-21 March] Boris Yeltsin put every- 
thing on one card to break the political stalemate. He 
declared presidential rule until 25 April. In a sudden and 
unprecedented move, he scheduled a referendum co a 
new constitution for this date. On 23 March, however. 
the Constitutional Court declared this decree unconsti- 
tutional. What now” 


It is difficult to predict how things might continue. Is a 
compromise still possible? (If so, would it not delay and 
water down the necessary reforms even more”) Is Parlia- 
ment pursuing Yeltsin's impeachment now? (If so, would 
it actually be able to rule on its own?) Will the president 
be able to stay in office until a majority of the people 
confirm his position on 25 April? (If so. would the new 
constitution really facilitate more effective rule? If not. 
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what then?) Will the Army, whoch ts uncertain, embit- 
tered, 7.’ divided, assume the task of guarding law and 
order? ! # ¢ o> the thangs that the Cabinet conjured up as 
a somber alteraative be prevented no longer: a slide into 
“anarchy, chae@s, political corruption, separatism, 
nationalism. and critme?” Eduard Shevardnadze is 
already detectirg “the danger of civil war in Russia.~ 


These Questions cannot be received in the West with 
indiffercuce. The issue in Moscow ts not just a constitu- 
tional controversy: presidential regime or parliamentary 
s stem. The issue is the speed and results of the eco- 
rt. mic reforms; the swecess or failure of the second 
Russian revolution in cif ¢vmtury; not least the future 
role of tie 150 mallion @ ole in international politics. A 
lot is at siake for the & ™a«Tacies. 


Russia's slide into anarch, “igh cause a migration of 
people, the impact of whut «ould shake the foundations 
of the Europe to the west o! the Bug Fiver. Any reemer- 
gence of the old thinking in terms of supremacy in 
Moscow should scave the other CIS states as much as the 
former satellites and states of the Atlantic Alliance. If the 
disarmament process comes to a halt, if the Russians 
again begin to balk on the international stage—in the 
UN Security Council, for instance—the peace dividend, 
which the peoples in the "Vest have long yearned for, can 
hardly be saved. 


Thus, there is enough reason to keep our fingers crossed 
for Yeltsin, and also to help him. No one, however, 
should have any illusions about the possible dimension 
of aid or its usefulness at this stage. The West has missed 
years, during which many things could have been 
achieved. Now the leeway has been narrowed. Not only 
because the recession puts a limit to the generosity of the 
democracies or because difficult internal developments 
and foreign problems keep the—mostly weak—leaders 
busy everywhere. No: The situation in Russia is in too 
great a mess for foreign help to have more than a 
marginal effect. THE ECONOMIST is right: “Whoever 
is at the helm there—the West cannot help a Russia that 
does not want to help itself.” 


This does not rule out a minimum of help: long-term 
rescheduling of the Russian foreign debt of $84 billion, 
establishing a fund of $10 billion to finance a social 
network, which alleviates the hardships of the economic 
transformation, a contribution to financing nuclear dis- 
armament as well as the conversion of the nuclear power 
plants; finally, start-up help through further transfer of 
technical, management, and political-organizational 
experience. The G: / nations want to do all that. The rest 
is the business of the Russians. 


In all this it cannot be the supreme goal of Western 
policy to keep Boris Yeltsin in power. He deserves 
respect for his courageous stance in August 1991; the 
picture of the stubborn, defiant man on the tank has 
been burned into the minds of his contemporaries. This 
respect should not suffer because of some mistakes that 
Yeltsin has made since then. He himself, hcwever, must 
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find that “civilized way out of the crisis,” for which he is 
looking, “without tanks or barricades.” We can wish him 
luck, but nothing more. It 1s also certainly appropriate to 
get used to the idea that political developmerts in Russia 
are going to elude Western control. The confusion will 
last for many years to come. 


Rexrodt Addresses Bundestag on Economic Policy 


AU 2603114893 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 1115 GMT 25 Mar 93 


[Statement by FRG Economics Minister Guenter 
Rexrodt in the Bundestag in Bonn—live] 


[Text] [Rexrodt] Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen: 
The goals of our economic policy are, first, to overcome 
the recession, second, to accelerate the upswing in the 
east. and third, to safeguard Germany as an economic 
and financial location. When I talk about overcoming 
the recession, Colleague Klose. I do not have any prob- 
lems with admitting that this also means overcoming the 
intolerably high unemployment rate. Admitting this is 
not 2 shame, it 1s just not acceptable to push the blame 
for this unemployment in a certain direction. The rea- 
sons for unemployment are varied. A lot of unemploy- 
ment is long-term unemployment, and we need great 
efforts—including long-term efforts—to overcome it. I 
will discuss this later. 


If we want to achieve these goals—overcoming the 
recession, upswing in the east, and safeguarding our 
industrial location—several conditions must be ful- 
filled—external and internal conditions. We have only a 
little and indirect influence on external conditions. As 
regards the situation in the country, if we want to 
establish these conditions, many are called upon to act: 
the public authorities, industry, and the working people. 
And because industry and the trade unions are onenting 
themselves toward the conditions that are created by the 
public authorities, a public consolidation program is 
necessary, even essential. In addition, the same goes for 
the Solidarity Pact, because the Consolidation Program 
can be considered to be only part of it. 


As has already been noted, we have discussed these 
issues far too long. Perhaps we would not have come to 
a final result, if the citizens had not given us an object- 
lesson in a local election. This certainly contributed to 
the fact that the Social Democratics adr pted that atti- 
tude that was urgently necessary to come to a final 
agreement. This is an important signal to the citizens 
and an important signal to industry. A consensus 1s 
expected in this country at a difficult tinie-—a consensus 
that spans different social groups. The fact that this has 
been achieved is an asset in itself, an asset that cannot be 
overestimated. 


Now things must be implemented. also those things that 
have been announced by industry. because industry ts 
part of the Solidarity Pact. This applies to the invesi- 
ments that have been announced. the purchasing offen- 
sive that has been announced, and the activities as 
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regards training and other fields. The public authorities 
have mobilized all available means to stimulate eco- 
nomic development. The things that are achieved by th.: 
Solidarity Pact or the Federal Consolidation Program 
constitute one single. large program for the economic 
development and for investment in the future. Colleague 
Thierse. This is the program that you are demanding and 
it requires an incredible effort. 


Ladies and gentlemen, participants in wage negotiations 
must also act in a certain way. In this case. this refers to 
the working people, the trade unions. Unit labor costs in 
the east are 60 percent higher than unit labor costs in the 
west. There is no question that wage increases, as they 
have been considered in the metal industry. will weaken 
the companies’ competitive positions. 


All kinds of calculations are possible here. I understand 
very well that the people who work there see the rate of 
price increase, that they want to see their individual 
wishes in life fulfilied, and that they want an adaptation 
to western standards in the foreseeable future. I can 
understand that. Yet. no matter how we calculate—the 
enterprises are now facing a 26-percent wage increase. 
This makes production and the rendering of services 
more expensive. Costs for enterprises are too high 
anyway, and productivity 1s too low. This changes and 
aggravates the companies’ competitive positions. Those 
who do not realize that do not understand elementary 
economic processes. [applause | 


Ladies and gentlemen, in the interest of an economic 
upswing. | am against talking too much about the Soli- 
darity Pact. In addition, | am vehemently against any 
amendments. It was a compromise that required conces- 
sions by aii sides. | myself, for example, was against any 
tax increases—both at this point and in 1995. According 
to the economic theory, tax increases are the worst 
measures one can adopt in an economic situation like the 
current one. Furthermore. I do not like the moderate 
result that was achieved in connection with expenditure 
cuts. If we are honest, we must admit that we failed in 
this sphere. Also, I deplore the fact that we still have not 
abandoned the principle that no additional costs must be 
incurred in connection with the law on ensuring Ger- 
many’s attractiveness as an investment base. Thus, the 
elimination of the declining depreciation, which 1s essen- 
ti! for those who want to invest at this point—that is in 
an anticyclical way—is still under consideration. 


Ladies and gentlemen, to compensate this measure in a 
certain way, the Economics Ministry is considering 
drafting a program for the further promotion of products 
of east German enterprises, thus making a contribution 
to preserving and newly creating markets for these 
enterprises. The problem east German companies are 
facing is that their markets have disappeared. 


Ladies and gentlemen, these are the concessions that 
have been made. [indistinct interjection] It 1s true that 
we are examining how we can abandon the principle of 
no additional costs. | am in favor of giving up this 
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principle, but there 1s no doubt that financial problems 
will occur in other spheres. | advocate preserving 
dechning depreciation. Thus. everybody. including the 
government, has to make concessions. However, | am 
glad that there will be no increases in direct taxes before 
1995. that direct taxes will not be increased before 1995. 
Thank you. Mr. Klose. I am glad that there will be no 
labor market surcharge. A labor market surcharge would 
be the worst step at this point, not to mention the legal 
problems it would cause. | am glad that the financial 
situation of the laender has been regulated. that we have 
made available the required funds for additional invest- 
ments in infrastructure in the east. that the required 
funds have been provided for the industrial centers. their 
preservation and their renewal. | am glad that housing 
construction in the new laender will be promoted. How- 
ever, ladies and gentiemcn. the problem that results 
therefrom 1s a considerable increase in the new net debt 
Yet, an improvement and a reduction can be expected as 
of 1995. 


By the way. Colleague Klose. picking up on what you 
said before—new net debts in the current sttuation are 
exactly whal are necessary in economic de: ‘lopment 
policy. The problem is just that these exorbitant new net 
debts lead to a reduction in the leeway for action in the 
public budgets to such an extent that one no longer has 
any leeway for a policy to shape the development. In 
terms of economic development policy. however, this 1s 
a correct decision. 


All in all, this Federal Consolidation Program 1s a great 
success and 1s baseé on decisions that were made in 
connection with the large-scale financial reform at the 
end of the 1970's. However, with this Solidarity Pact we 
have not yet overcome our problems. External condi- 
tions give reason to worry. The process of European 
unification must make progress. and something must 
urgently happen in GATT 


I personally find it frustrating when | think of the fact 
that in summer we will meet with the other G-? states in 
Tokyo and that, together, we will all note for a third ume 
that i 1s urgenily necessary for us to finally conclude the 
Uruguay round of the GATT agreement. This is an 
intolerable process. [applause. indistinct mnterjections} 


Ladies and gentlemen. in our country many people—and 
not only the politicians, bul many people mght across 
society—begin to understand that things cannot con- 
tinue as they are concerning our country’s competitive- 
ness, that we must preserve this competitiveness. The 
chancellor has made essential statements on this issue 
The excessive regulation of all public and private life by 
decrees and laws. the cumbersome nature of the 
approval procedures. the ossification of the labor envi- 
ronment, the problems of education and traming, and 
many other things—ladies and gentlemen. these things 
cannot be solved by pushing a button. We must con- 
stantly work at 1 
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However, the new position is that the people have 
understood that one cannot refuse to do that, and I think 
that most people also know who is best suited to fulfill 
and settle this task, namely those who have always taken 
care that we are dealing with debts in a responsible way 
[indistinct interjections}] and those who have taken care 
that life is not excessively regulated by laws and decrees. 


[Unidentified chairman] Mr. Minister, I am sorry but I 
must interrupt you. I must draw your attention to the 
fact that you must not ignore the red light that has been 
blinking at you for some time. I cannot deprive you of 
the floor and limit your speaking time, but you will be 
speaking at the cost of the subsequent speakers from the 
coalition. 


[Rexrodt] Let me say one last sentence. Ladies and 
gentlemen, I think that the upswing will come about as a 
result of the Solidarity Pact, as a result of the fact that we 
are setting the course to safeguard Germany as an 
economic and financial location. It is important that this 
upswing comes about, because we have tasks that go far 
beyond our country and far beyond solving the problems 
in the eastern part of our country. We have a duty to 
Eastern Europe. For that we need a strong and efficient 
German economy, and the Federal Government will 
orient its policy toward that. [applause, indistinct inter- 
jections] 


Rexrodt Predicts Successful Visit to China 


LD2603172493 Berlin ADN in German 1612 GMT 26 
Mar 93 


[Text] Berlin (ADN)—Federal Economics Minister 
Guenter Rexrodt (Free Democratic Party) is confident of 
good results from his visit to China. He believes that 
companies from eastern Germany will be successful even 
in the face of competition from Eurene and the United 
States, Rexrodt told the Berlin TV station N-TV today. 


Economic and trade relations could also lead to greater 
openness in Chinese society. “I cannot imagine that a 
market-based order will arise in the long term without 
greater political openness and freedom, too.” 


In answer to a question about whether the arms deal with 
Taiwan did not come about because of a wish to retain 
the larger Chinese market, the economics minister said 
that the decision was in line with the existing arms 
export legislation. “I do not perceive a direct link 
between the two deals, or between the completion or 
noncompletion of the deal.” 


Departs for Beijing 
LD2703182693 Hamburg DPA in German 1710 GMT 
27 Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—Federal Economics Minister 
Guenter Rexrodt (FDP) departed on a four-day visit to 
Beijing today. He is accompanied by representatives of 
German industry. Rexrodt expects a further increase in 
German exports to China. These exports dropped 
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sharply in 1989 after the suppression of the democracy 
movement in China, but rose again by 41 percent to 5.7 
billion Deutsche marks [DM] as early as 1992. The 
ministry reported that German companies were cur- 
rently negotiating over 300 deals with China. In 1992, 
China’s exports to Germany amounted to DM 11.6 
billion. 


Defense Minister Addresses European Security 
Issues 


AU2803205193 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 27 
Mar 93 Pp 3 


[Lothar Ruehl repert: “NATO Should Open Up Toward 
the East”’] 


[Text] London—In a speech at the International Insti- 
tute for Strategic Studies in London, FRG Defense 
Minister Volker Ruehe presented a new concept for a 
“political strategy in the Atlantic alliance’ to overcome 
international crises with preventive diplomacy and mil- 
itary means. 


In addition, the minister came out against “‘a passive 
strategic role by Germany” in the world and in favor of 
an opening up of NATO toward the East to accept new 
members from eastern Central Europe. Russia should 
then be offered “compensation” outside the Western 
alliance “through more intensive security cooperation” 
and a “political-economic network of cooperation.” 


Thus, “the geopolitical effect of expanded membership” 
in the Atlantic Alliance “on the strategic stability of the 
entire Euro- Atlantic area” should be balanced. There 
must “not” be any “cordon sanitaire” around Russia, 
which would isolate it politically and would confront it 
with the West and a Western security area that had been 
expanded toward the east. 


Ruehe based his concept on three cornerstones: 


1. Shifting the military weight of NATO from the pre- 
vious main task of collective defense, which can only be 
an “insurance for the unlikely case” of a Europa war, to 
a common overcoming of crises with task forces. As a 
result of the fundamental change in the security policy 
Situation in Europe, the distinction between “outside” 
and “inside” the alliance area has lost its importance, as 
the case of Yugoslavia shows: Common security must be 
commonly protected internationally where it is threat- 
ened. 


2. The old doctrine of “noninterference in internal 
affairs” of the states is no longer acceptable both in the 
CSCE and in the United Nations in view of the viola- 
tions of human rights and the oppression of national 
minorities in individual countries. A European-Atlantic 
security policy must take this into account. “Preventive 
diplomacy” also with military means requires a new 
NATO military structure in order to establish common 
allied task forces. The future NATO structure should be 
based on that and the allied armed forces should be 
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oriented accordingly. As soon as its constitutional prob- 
lems have been clarified, Germany must actively partic- 
ipate in this and face up to its international challenges. 


3. The expansion of the “Euro-Atlantic security struc- 
ture” to eastern Central Europe, “parallel” to the EC 
association of these states, of which the minister cited 
Poland. Ruehe made it clear that by this he means an 
expansion by NATO toward the east and toward these 
countries. Acceptance of these countries in NATO could 
take place even before they join the European Union, 
since there is no reason to rule our or delay mer.\bership 
in the alliance. NATO must “not be a closed society.” 


Germany, as “the central continental power” in Europe, 
has the task to promote old and new ties with the 
countries in northern, Central, and Eastern Europe: 
“Without our neighbors in Central and eastern Europe, 
Europe's strategic unity would be a torso and an illu- 
sion.”” Therefore, the “reconstruction of the East’ must 
have “priority in the policy of the entire EC” and lead to 
a “European solidarity pact.” In addition, the neighbors 
in the East must “not be excluded form the Europe- 
Atlantic security structures” and pushed into a political 
‘“no-man’s land.” In contrast, because of its potential 
and it size, Russia “cannot become a full member of the 
European Union and our alliances.” Therefore, cooper- 
ation in the CSCE and in the North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council is necessary. 


Bundestag Debates Government AWACS Policy 


AU 2703175793 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 27 mar 93 p 3 


{Karl Feldmeyer report: “An Unusual Occasion Leads to 
Astonishing Form; Great Interest in Smallest Possible 
Sensation” 


[Text] Bonn, 26 March—In a debate scheduled on short 
notice on 26 March, the Bundestag discussed the coali- 
tion’s decision to make German participation in 
AWACS flights over Bosnia the subject of a complaint to 
the Federal Constitutional Court. The plan of the gov- 
ernment parties is unusual, but the importance it was 
given in the Bundestag was no less astonishing: The topic 
was discussed in the plenum all of 45 minutes and, with 
all due respect, one cannot say that the speakers who 
took the floor on this occasion represented the first string 
of their respective parties. It was not the group chairmen 
who spoke but members of the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, such as Lamers of the Christian Democratic 
Union [CDU], Verheugen of the Social Democratic 
Party of Germany [SPD], Christian Schmidt of the 
Christian Social Union [CSU], CDU defense policy 
spokesman Breuer, and Alliance 90 Deputy Ullmann. 


The almost shamefaced treatment of the topic indicates 
one common interest of the government and opposition: 
One does not want to make much trouble about the 
matter. All parties involved do not want the debate to 
draw much attention. The coalition did not want to draw 
additional attention to the fact that it is practically 
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complaining about itself in Karlsruhe. The SPD was not 
wild about publicly demonstrating once again its internal 
dissension about how Germany is supposed to live up to 
its international responsibility in the future. 


The low-key representation and short duration of the 
debate contributed to clarity and frankness. Thus, CDU 
Deputy Breuer was able to express his indignation about 
the fact that none of the deputies who spoke before him 
had mentioned the misery of the people in Bosnia and 
how they could be helped. Even though Breuer’s admo- 
nition was aimed at Verheugen, it applied to his party 
colleague Lamers as well. Lamers did not even mention 
the word Bosnia. For Lamers the only issue is German 
integration in the West, NATO, and, even more in the 
WEU [Western European Union] and EC. Germany 
must prove to be a reliable partner, this 1s what ts 
important to him. German withdrawal from the AWACS 
unit would destroy this reputation. Therefore, German 
soldiers must be there. 


Lamer’s choice of words showed that he does not doubt 
Germany's participation—regardless of how the Consti- 
tutional Court decides (if it decides). A withdrawal 
“would have’—Lamers noted repeatedly—fatal conse- 
quences. When FDP Deputy Lueder, who rejects the 
coalition plan, asked him whether he does not think that 
German soldiers could participate in the flights only 
after the Constitutional Court has made its decision, 
Lamers evaded an answer at first. But then he stated 
quite frankly that the decision makes sense only if the 
Germans stay aboard from the very beginning. 


Self-Respect and Obedience 


Verheugen did not ignore this weak spot. The self-respect 
of the rule-of-law state is shown by absolute obedience to 
the constitution, he said. The issue is the chancellor's 
intention to have the Bundeswehr participate in acts of 
war which neither serve defense nor are part of the 
alliance obligations. Kohl is acting in this way even 
though he repeatedly promised something else, to the 
Foreign Affairs Committee as well. The consequences of 
German participation in the AWACS operation arc 
unpredictable, Verheugen said. In the end, a great war 
might be the result. Foreign Minister Kinkel is now 
standing in front of the debris of the policy and values 
which he inherited from Genscher. 


Like Verheugen, Breuer also tried to find the weak points 
of the political opponent: The Social Democrats only 
went to keep out of the problems of international poli- 
tics. However, such behavior does not correspond to the 
command of solidarity, to which the SPD has particu- 
larly committed itself. Nothing is left of its international 
solidarity. The SPD wants to “dodge” the view that force 
is sometimes unavoidedanle in reestablishing peace. 


Ullmann had a simple term for the complicated contro- 
versy: “state emergency.” He spoke of “irresponsible 
saber rattling with weapons no one knows the danger of” 
and lashed out against the alleged “pursuit of national 
German interests in Yugoslavia.” Christian Schmidt 
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responded that protecting civilians from air raids has 
nothing to do with rattling sabers. 


Independent Deputy Lowack (formerly CSU) described 
the situation into which the politicians have brought the 
Bundeswehr in his view. The soldiers are the ones who 
suffer under the tragedy that the politicians are staging. 
Politicians are now carelessly destroying the German 
reputation which the Bundeswehr soldiers have built in 
the alliance over decades. There was no response to this 
statement, because according to the Standing Orders, the 
nonaffiliated deputy gave the concluding statement in 
the debate. 


SPD-Linked Diplomat Urges Bundeswehr UN 
Role 

93EN0277B Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 19 Mar 93 p 2 


[Report by ban.: “Social Democrat Diplomat Urges 
Combat Role for Bundeswehr; ‘German Refusal Is Vio- 
lation of International Law””] 


[Text] Berlin—A leading diplomat of the German dele- 
gation of the United Nations, Ambassador Vergau, has 
approved, in a “memorandum” that has now been made 
public, the combat deployment of Bundeswehr soldiers 
within the context of UN actions, and he has character- 
ized the current “German refusal!” as an “infringement 
of international law.’ Vergau, who is, as Count 
Rantzau’s deputy, the “number two man” at the mission 
in New York, addresses the issue of deployment of the 
Bundeswehr in connection with UN measures tn the text 
that was sent to Germany on Wednesday: “The UN is 
relying on the Bundeswehr. The UN has no use for 
soldiers who must send others on ahead when the 
Situation is serious, to implement peacekeeping mea- 
sures.” 


He said the definition that has been applied to the 
deployment of Blue Helmets thus far—no combat mis- 
sion, the right to self-defense, the agreement of all parties 
to the conflict—proved to be too narrow. “To an 
increasing degree, the UN must intervene, even without 
the approval of all parties to the conflict, and it requires, 
accordingly, a mandate to use force if necessary. The 
distinction between peacekeeping measures and mea- 
sures to create peace has largely outlived its usefulness. 
Mr. Vergau is a member of the Social Democratic Party 
[SPD]. His “memorandum” is evidently intended to 
influence the formation of opinion among the Social 
Democrats. 


Mr. Vergau writes that in many conflicts, the UN cannot 
wait until an armistice has been put in place. “In the face 
of insupportable suffering by the populace, shocking 
violations of human rights, and a dramatic need for 
pacification, the Security Council must act immediately 
to bring humanitarian aid where it is needed.” He cites 
the former Yugoslavia, Somalia, Cambodia, Mozam- 
bique, Angola, and Sudan as examples. “Whoever offers 
the UN merely soldiers who are not permitted to fight 
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when they are needed, in practice denies the secretary 
general the help that he must have in the most urgent 
cases.’ Mr. Vergau takes the view that even now, from 
the standpoint of international law, Germany is obli- 
gated “to readiness in principle” to provide the United 
Nations with combat troops. He is referring to Articles 
42 and 48 of the UN Charter. That also applies to 
readiness to provide Blue Helmets in the usual sense. He 
said Germany must have a “real interest” in the success 
of those measures that create peace. “Neglecting this 
interest is as lacking in responsibility as continued 
refusal is destructive of the respect in which we are held 
and destructive of our influence in the world organiza- 
tion.” Whoever is of the opinion that the Basic Law 
forbids it, must change the Basic Law. 


To the critics of such a constitutional amendment, Mr. 
Vergau States that according to the UN Charter, only the 
Security Council has the authority to permit the use of 
military force “to the extent that what is at issue is not 
individual or collective self-defense (defense in time of 
need and assistance in time of need), as provided by 
Article 51.” He said that in the case of neither individual 
countries nor alliances, such as NATO or the Western 
European Union [WEU], would there be any authoriza- 
tion, without a Security Council mandate, to exert mil- 
itary force. Vergau writes that anyone who demands 
intervention that deviates from Article 51 would have to 
amend the UN Charter or leave the UN. “Whoever 
approves of an amendment to the Basic Law that places 
deployment of the Bundeswehr entirely under the 
requirements of the UN Charicr does not run the risk of 
promoting any kind of intervention involving military 
force outside the framework of the UN.” 


French, German Airdrops for Bosnia Canceled 
Twice 

AU2603 153293 Paris AFP in English 1504 GMT 26 
Mar 93 


[Text] Frankfurt, March 26 (AFP}—A humanitarian 
airdrop over eastern Bosnia-Herzegovina from French 
and German aircraft was cancelled for the second time, 
the French U.N. military group here said Friday [26 
March]. 


“Our Friday mission was cancelled just like Thursday's 
{25 March],” the French officer said. “The Germans will 
not fly either,” he added. 


Thursday night, just two hours before takeoff, a human- 
itarian airdrop using German, French and American 
planes was cancelled. 


No specific reason was given for the flight's cancellation 
Thursday or Friday, which would have marked the first 
non-U.S. participation in the airdrop operation. 


“The negotiations between the participating countries in 
the operation and the United Nations are still continu- 
ing,’ a German Government spokesman said Friday. 
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“All the conditions for this mission have not been met, 
taking account of the situation in Bosnia,” he added. 


In Bonn, a German Defense Ministry spokesman Friday 
blamed “coordination problems” without explaining 
any details for the flight's cancellation. 


Another mission of three American planes carried out 
Thursday night’s airdrop, parachuting 17.7 tonnes of 
humanitarian aid over Srebrenica. 


UN Asks Bonn To Delay Involvement in Bosnia 
Airdrop 

LD2603 155693 Belgrade TANJUG in English 1521 
GMT 26 Mar 93 


[“Pool”’ item] 


[Text] Bonn, March 26 (TANJUG)—The United 
Nations (U.N.) have asked Germany to call off the 
involvement of its aircraft in the United States (U.S.) 
mission of humanitarian airdrops to ivioslems in Eastern 
Bosnia, a representative of the Defence Ministry in Bonn 
said on Friday. 


Speaking at a press conference, he said that the flight of 
the first German Transall cargo plane in this operation 
on Thursday evening had been cancelled at the request of 
the U.N. and that the world organization would consider 
if and when German planes will join the U.S. planes. 


The representative said that consultations continued 
between the U.S., German, [words indistinct] and that 
the first French cargo plane would join the U.S. Hercules 
on Friday evening. 


The Bonn Government on Wednesday decided that 
German cargo planes would join this operation. 


Bosnian Serbs are strongly against the participation of 
German aircraft in these missions over Bosnia- 
Herzegovina because of the role of the Bonn Govern- 
ment in breaking up former Yugoslavia and because of 
the crimes committed against Serbs by German hordes 
in the two world wars. 


Hungary Did Not Request Help To Enforce 
Embargo 


LD2503202593 Budapest MTI in English 1914 GMT 25 
Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn, March 25 (MTI}—The German Foreign 
Ministry on Thursday [25 March] called a “slip of the 
tongue” the announcement made at Wednesday's gov- 
ernment spokesman’s briefing, that neighbours of rump 
Yugoslavia along the Danube, including Hungary, had 
asked West European—including German—policemen, 
customs officials, and rapid patrol boats to assist in the 
more effective observance of the UN embargo. 
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Romania and Bulgaria did ask for such assistance, the 
German Foreign Ministry spokesman told MTI. How- 
ever, “there is no such demand in Hungary,” the prob- 
lems are implied by controlling boats travelling on the 
Romanian and Bulgarian sections of the Danube from 
the Black Sea towards Serbian harbours, he added. 


Bulgarian Vice President Meets With Suessmuth 


AU2503203993 Sofia BTA in English 1743 GMT 25 
Mar 93 


[Borislav Kosturkov “exclusive” report] 


[Text] Bonn, March 25—Bulgarian Vice President Blaga 
Dimitrova, who is here to attend a symposium on 
“Bulgaria And Europe: Questions to the Past, Present 
and Future,” was received today by Dr. Rita Suessmuth, 
president of the Bundestag. 


Blaga Dimitrova and Rita Suessmuth discussed Bulgar- 
ian-German political, cultural and social affairs contacts. 
They agreed these traditional contacts have a large 
potential for development. 


The sides expressed serious concern about the war in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the conflicts in the former 
Yugoslavia, which make the situation in the Balkans 
highly complicated. 


Dr. Suessmuth highly praised Bulgaria’s peaceful, 
though difficult, transition to democracy. Bulgaria is and 
should remain a factor of stability in the Balkans for the 
peaceful settlement of the conflicts and the establish- 
ment of an atmosphere of confidence in the region. 


The subject of women in the modern world and their role 
in political life was discussed at length. 


Schroeder Asks Israel Not to Boycott Germany 


LD2803 160793 Hamburg DPA in German 1331 GMT 
28 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] Jerusalem (DPA/LNI)}—Lower Saxony’s Min- 
ister-President Gerhard Schroeder has appealed to 
Israel, in the light of the right-wing extremist violence in 
Germany, to strengthen ties between the two countries 
and not to reduce them. A boycott of Germany, similar 
to the one being discussed in Israel, would in his opinion 
be the incorrect reaction to hostility toward foreigners 
and anti-semitism, the Social Democratic Party [SPD] 
politician said this evening in a lecture at the New 
University in Jerusalem. [passage omitted] 


The wave of right-wing terror, which is without example 
in the history of the Federal Republic of Germany, has 
also unleashed an exemplary political counter- 
movement. The large-scale participation in the chains of 
light and other actions shows “that violence and racism 
have no basis among German youth,” Schroeder said. 
[passage omitted] 
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It is “unfortunately true” that, according to polls, 40 
percent of Germans cannot imagine a Jew as German 
president. “But it is also true that of young people under 
30, 75 percent have no objections to a Jewish head of 
state,” Schroeder said. This tendency is reason for opti- 
mism. “I appeal to you: Let us not create a new divide,” 
he said. 


Terrorist Threats Against Bluem and Roensch 
Reported 


AU2903 123693 Hamburg BILD in German 29 Mar 93 
p2 


{Unattributed report: “Terrorist Threats Against Bluem 
and Roensch”’} 


[Text] The Federal Office of Criminal Investigations 
(BKA) has warned against attacks on Labor Minister 
Norbert Bluem (57) and Family Minister Hannelore 
Roensch (50). According to findings by security experts, 
an anarchist group, the “Black Guard,” is allegedly 
planning attacks on the two politicians. Threatening 
letters say: “Roensch and Bluem should be lined up 
against a wall.” The family minister is abused as a 
“capitalist whore,” Bluem as a “labor midget.” 


The background: The terrorists accuse Bluem and 
Roensch of being responsible for cutbacks in social 
benefits. 


RAF Emblem Found at Prison Bombing Scene 


LD2703113493 Hamburg DPA in German 1027 GMT 
27 Mar 93 


[Text] Weiterstadt/Darmstadt (DPA)}—An overnight 
bombing at the prison in Weiterstadt, near Darmstadt, 
caused around 100 million German marks [DM] in 
damage. The Darmstadt state prosecutor's office reports 
that a placard with the emblem of the terrorist Red Army 
Faction was found at the scene. The administration wing 
of the prison, which has not yet been put into operation, 
was damaged considerably, and it is possible that parts 
will have to be demolished, it was said. 


Initial findings by the state prosecutor's office indicate 
that unidentified attackers overpowered four security 
guards around 0100 this morning; planted a bomb, 
possibly with a timer, and dragged the bound guards 
several hundred meters into an open field. The explosion 
at around 0510 shattered windows and knocked down 
walls in the prison and was heard several hundred meters 
away in Weiterstadt. The attackers’ presumed escape 
vehicle—a grey, 260 model Mercedes sedan—was found 
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near Moerfelden-Walldorf (Gross Gerau district) several 
hours after the attack. Police have cordoned off a large 
area around the prison. A helicopter was circling low 
over the prison this morning, and police guards have 
been posted in adjacent fields. The authorities did not 
initially want to comment on possible political motives 
for the attack. Hesse Justice Minister Christine Hohm- 
ann-Dennhardt is scheduled to meet the press at Darm- 
stadt police headquarters at 1230. 


Weiterstadt Prison is Hesse’s most modern prison. The 
complex, which cost 250 million German marks, was 
supposed to go into service on | April. It is equipped for 
500 remand prisoners and 300 staff and has a large 
sports hall, a swimming pool, and a church. 


Prosecutor Believs RAF Perpetrator 


LD2703164593 Hamburg DPA in German 1551 27 Mar 
93 


[Text] Karlsruhe/Weiterstadt (DPA)—The public prose- 
cutor general is proceeding on the understanding that the 
bomb attack on Weiterstadt Prison near Darmstadt was 
carried out by the terrorist group Red Army Faction 
(RAF). The public prosecutor believes that the letter 
found in the get-away car, displaying an RAF symbol 
and containing an admission of responsibility by the 
Katharina Hammerschmidt Command, is “authentic, 
according to an initial assessment of the form and 
contents.” 


This was reported by the public prosecutor general in 
Karlsruhe this afternoon. 


Ministry Reports Drop in Oil Imports From Iran 


LD2503140893 Tehran IRNA in English 1339 GMT 25 
Mar 93 


[Text] Bonn, March 25, IRNA—German imports from 
Iran fell by 24.1 percent last year compared to 1991 the 
German Ministry of Economic Affairs announced here 
Wednesday. It gave the total value of imports from Iran 
at |.1 million Deutsche marks last year. 


In contrast, said the ministry, German exports to Iran 
totalled eight billion marks in 1992, up by 18.3 percent 
compared to the preceding year. 


The fall in German imports from Iran was due to the 
reduction of its oil imports last year, when the country 
imported only 900,000 tons of crude oil from Iran. 


In 1991, it saic crude oil imports from Iran stood at 
2,615,000 tons. 
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Voter Turnout Reported Down in Second Round 


LD2803171593 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 1600 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] In the second round of the parliamentary 
elections, the polling stations closed a few minutes ago in 
a large number of constituencies. [passage omitted] Else- 
where,the polling stations will close at 1900 in the large 
cities and at 2000 in Paris, Lyon, and the Parisian region 
at 2000. Now the turnout: At 1200 it was lower than last 
Sunday [21 March], 17.47 per cent, that is, three per- 
centage points less than in the first round. The new 
figures of the Ministry of Interior were given a few 
minutes ago. Philippe Lefevre, the latest figures show 
that the turnout has been lower than last Sunday. The 
trend has been confirmed: 


[Lefev: ~ Yes, 53.78 percent, that is, less than in the first 
round, » ~n at the same time 56.11 percent of voters 
had vote.. fo explain this low turnout, it has been said 
at the ministry that this is one of the effects of the change 
to summer time. [passage omitted] 


The highest turnout was in the Haute-Saone, with a 70.5 
percent turnout so far, whereas in the Mayenne voters 
snubbed the polling stations. Only 37.37 percent of them 
went to the polling stations. [passage omitted] 


Chirac Forces Emerge as Largest Party in 
Assembly 

AU 2803182093 Paris AFP in English 1813 GMT 
28 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 28 (AFP)}—Right-wing parties won 
an overwhelming majority of 482 seats in the 577-seat 
National Assembly in France’s legislative elections on 
Sunday, computer projections said. 


The 462 majority of the right-wing coalition, the Union 
for France (UPF), was projected by the BVA institute. A 
Sofres poll set the right’s seats at eight fewer—474. 


The Socialist Party of President Francois Mitterrand did 
better than expected with between 68 and 75 seats, 
polling institutes said. 


The Communist Party got between 25 and 26 seats and 
the far-right National Front two. 


The Gaullist Rally for the Republic (RPR) led by former 
prime minister Jacques Chirac emerged as the largest 
single party with between 253 and 261 seats, and its ally, 
the centre-right Union for French Democracy (UDF) 
was credited with between 214 and 215 seats. 


The UDF is the party of former French President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing. 


The abstention rate was particularly high in Sunday's second 
round of voting, standing at between 31 and 31 percent, 
compared to 30.5 percent in the first round a week ago. 
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Projection Shows Dumas, Justice Minister 
Unseated 


AU2803 184093 Paris AFP in English 1833 GMT 
28 Mar 93 


[Text] Paris, March 28 (AFP)}—French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas was defeated on Sunday in his Dordogne 
constituency in France's general elections, the CSA 
polling institute said. 


Dumas, a Socialist, was credited with 47 percent of the 
vote against 53 per cent for his right-wing opponent. 


Socialist Prime Minister Pierre Beregovoy was reelected 
with 54 percent of the vote in his Nevers constituency of 
central France, official results said. 


Beregovoy had appeared in difficulty in last Sunday's 
first round of the poll. 


Culture and Education Minister Jack Lang was reelected 
in his Loire Valley constituency, a BVA poll said, with 
51.8 percent of the vote. 


Urban Affairs Minister Bernard Tapie of the socialist 
ally Left Radicals was elected in the south, while Interior 
Minister Paul Quiles was reelected in the south-west. 


But Justice Minister Michel Vauzelle and former Educa- 
tion Minister Lionel Jospin were defeated. 


Election Results for Leading Politicians 


LD2803192693 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1854 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] Andre Lajoinie, former president of the Com- 
munist group at the National Assembly, has been beaten. 
However, the estimate that we previously gave you on 
George Marchais has been confirmed. George Marchais 
has been reelected with 56 percent of the votes. The 
present minister for the environment, Mrs Segolene 
Royale, has been reelected with 53.4 percent of the votes. 


[passage omitted] 


Frederique Bredin, who was secretary of state for youth 
and sport, has been beaten. However, Charles Josselin, 
the minister for the sea, has been reelected. 


Official Results Give Right 480 Seats, Left 66 


AU2903080293 Paris AFP in English 0123 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Report by Sinan Fisek] 


[Text] Paris, March 29 (AFP)}—French voters delivered 
a final, crushing blow Sunday to the Socialist Party (IS). 
electing at least 480 conservative deputies to the 577-seat 
national assembly in the second round of Icgislative 
elections, official results showed Monday. 
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With returns in from 569 constituencies—all except eight in 
the overseas departments of Guadeloupe. Martinique and 
French Guiana—the PS and its allies, which had 274 
members in the outgoing house, won only 66 seats. 


The neo-Gaullist Rally for the Republic (RPR) of 
Jacques Chirac emerged as the biggest party with 245 
seats, according to interior ministry figures, trailed by 
former president Valery Giscard d’Estaing’s center-right 
Union for French Democracy (UDF), with 213 seats. 


The Communist Party got 23, while the far-right 
National Front of Jean-Marie Le Pen and the environ- 
mentalist alliance of two ecologist parties, hailed as 
rising stars of French politics, had none. 


Prime Minister Pierre Beregovoy said he would submit 
his resignation to President Francois Mitterrand on 
Monday. 


His successor was widely expected to be Edouard Balla- 
dur, a former RPR finance minister and a close advisor 
to Chirac. 


Interior Minister Paul Quiles called the results “some- 
thing of a caricature” due to the electoral system that 
favors larger parties. 


The French Left would have “its lowest parliamentary 
representation in the past 20 years,” adding: “The UDF, 
with a little less votes than the PS ... will have three times 
as many seats; the RPR, with just a few more, will have 
four times as many.” 


Many socialist leaders, including Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas and former premier Miche! Rocard, the 
likeliest socialist candidate in the 19°*° presidential 
election, were voted out. 


Other losers included Justice Minister Michel Vauzelle, 
Civil Service Minister Michel Delebarre, Foreign Trade 
Minister Dominique Strauss-Kahn and former educa- 
tion minister Lionel Jospin. 


Beregovoy, Quiles, Education and Culture Minister Jack 
Lang, party boss Laurent Fabius and Urban Affairs 
Minister Bernard Tapie were re-elected. 


Also in was Transport Minister Georges Sarre, scotching 
rightwing hopes of a clean conservative sweep in the 
Paris region. 


Fabius, blaming the “very severe defeat” on unemploy- 
ment and “weariness” with |2 years of socialist rule, 
called on the new majority “to respect republican insti- 
tutions, particularly the functions of the president.” 
Chirac, who had called for Mitterrand’s resignation last 
week but later backed off. was conciliatory in victory. 


He promised that the new administration would be “the 
government of all the French ... and act with determina- 
tion, moderation and tolerance.” 


Giscard d’Estaing, asked by a television reporter to 
comment cn the result, said: “It's simple: We won.” 
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The result means that Mitterrand, as he had between 
1986 and 1988, faces a new period of power-sharing with 
a conservative government—“cohabitation” in French 
political jargon. 


Opinion polls were divided on how Mitterrand—who 
has repeatedly said he will not step down—should act. 


A survey by BVA showed 55 percent want him to resign, 
compared with 37 percent who want him to stay on, 
while a SOFRES poll said 51 percent want him to stay 
on, compared with 41 percent who say he should go. 


Another SOFRES poll showed most of the French 
believe foreign policy and national defense should be left 
to the head of state—who in turn should leave domestic 
matters to the prime minister. 


Yet another survey showed that Chirac and Giscard 
d’Estaing would both win against socialist candidates if a 
presidential vote were held today. 


Overseas Territories Elections Results Received 


LD2903080293 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 0700 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] Good morning. The election results from the 
Overseas Territories which arrived during the night 
accentuate even more the overwhelming victory of the 
new Rally for the Republic/Union for French Democ- 
racy [RPR/UDF] majority in the National Assembly. 


The Left has lost three of the four seats it had in 
Martinique. It also lost its two seats in Guadeloupe to a 
RPR and a Various Right [Divers Droite] candidate. 
The same happened in the Guyane, where a Various 
Right candidate was elected. 


The Interior Ministry has not yet given the final results, 
but we can already state that the RPR and the UDF will 
have almost 490 deputies. The Socialists and the Various 
Left [Divers Gauche] about 70; the Communist Party 23; 
and the Ecologists and the National Front no deputies. 


Interior Minister Quiles Comments on Election 
Results 


LD2803210293 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 2021 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Statement by French Interior Minister Paul Quiles on 
28 March following second round of French elections; 
monitored in progress—live] 


[Text] ..has not seen a high turnout. The turnout 
remains quite low—68.6 percent—based on the results 
known so far, as if the first round had already set the 
positions. The left will have the smallest parliamentary 
represenation in the last 20 years, as the Socialist Party 
and its allies should have between 60 and 70 deputies. 
The Communist parties should keep about 20 deputies: 
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the Ecologists will not have any representatives; the 
coalition of the rally for the Republic-Union for French 
Democracy [RPR-UDF] and various right-wing parties 
will have a crushing majority—nearly 85 percent of the 
seats—with only 44 percent of the votes, the RPR taking 
advantage over the UDF. 


As for the National Front, it will no longer be represented in 
the National Assembly. The major setback that the left has 
experienced is, according to the evidence, considerably 
amplified by the brutal effects of the majority voting system, 
which gives this evening's results a somewhat caricatural 
nature. It is as a result of this that the UDF, with slightly 
fewer votes than the Socialist Party and its allies, will have 
three times as many seats. The RPR, with barely more votes, 
will have nearly four times as many seats. The massive and 
unsubtle nature of these results should not be interpreted 
with too emotion by those who could be motivated by a 
feeling of revenge, nor by those who could be tempted to 
take refuge in bitterness. 


When passions have died down, these results will have to be 
assessed in a calm fashion. However, right now | wish to 
congratulate all those who have contributed toward 
ensuring that this election takes place with respect for our 
democratic principles. As a political leader, I also wish to 
express my congratulations to the left-wing elected represen- 
tatives and all those who expressed loyalty toward them,in 
an atmosphere which was particularly hostile,and which 
sometimes bore down relentlessly on the men, not to men- 
tion the crushing weight of commentaries over a period of 
many months on the theme of the chronicle of 1 death which 
was being announced. 


Permit me also to say that | understand all those men 
and women who have a strong feeling of injustice in the 
face of the way that the enormous amount of work 
accomplished during this legislature has not been recog- 
nizd by the majority of voters. The real state of France at 
the social level, at the economic level,and also in the 
areas of freedoms and solidarity did not deserve such a 
disavowal; however, we must respect the people's choice 
and I do respect it. Today is neither the time for a settling 
of scores nor strategies for personal aims. It is time for 
collective work and thought. The Left must as quickly as 
possible to reestablish the qualities which it has lacked: 
solidarity between its feaders and cohesion, militant 
work, affirmation of the values it believes in. | am sure 
that the Socialists will be able to win back the hearts and 
minds of the French people. 


Announces Final Election Results 


LD2903093293 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 0900 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Text] The Right—the Rally for the Republic [RPR] and 
the Union for French Democracy [UDF]—has obtained 
an overwhelming majority of seats at the National 
Assembly with 484 seats. The Socialist Party and its 
allies have 70 seats and the Communist Party 23. 
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The final results have just been released by the minister 
of interior. They confirm that the National Front and the 
Ecologists have no seats. Within the Majority, the RPR 
is well ahead with 247 seats, the UDF has 213 seats, and 
the Various Right 24 seats. 


The abstention rate was 32.48 percent compared to 
31.07 percent in the first round. 


Beregovoy Says Government Punished Unjustly 


LD2803201593 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1937 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Text] The prime minister has of course expressed satis- 
faction with his own result—with his own election—and 
he has taken advantage of this to comment on this 
evening's results in a few words before departing for 
Paris where he is due to meet the president this evening. 
Let us listen to him: 


[Begin Beregovoy recording] | have good reason to be 
satisfied with what has happened in Nevers, but | am 
thinking of those men and women among our friends 
who have not enjoyed the same fate. The outgoing 
majority and the government have been punished 
harshly in what I think is an unjust fashion, as our results 
were positive. We will have to draw the lesson from this, 
and | myself will assume my own share of the responsi- 
bility. What counts now is to serve France, to continue 
the economic recovery which we have undertaken, and 
i “sure even more solidarity toward the most disad- 
vantaged. We have an important task to accomplish 
there. [end recording] 


To Hand in Resignation 29 Mar 


1.D2803221493 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 2123 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Text] Now I invite you to listen to a short statement by 
Pierre Beregovoy, who has returned to Matignon [prime 
minister's residence]: 


[Begin recording] [Beregovoy] My disappointment 1s 
that, in the face of difficulties, the spirit of revenge must 
not get the upper hand on the necessary solidarity. 
[sentence as heard] If the solidarity of the French can still 
function, then I will not be disappointed by these results. 
It is up to the Socialists, and I am one of them, to rebuild 
the future. 


{Unidentified journalist] What is your schedule for 
tomorrow? 


[Beregovoy] I will hand in my resignation as head of the 
government to the president of the republic and | will, 
when the time comes, hand the power over to the person 
who will be appointed. [end recording] 
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‘Officially’ Resigns 
AU 290310219: Paris AFP in English 1007 GMT 
29 Mar 93 


[Text] PARIS, March 29 (AFP)}—French Prime Minister 
Pierre Beregovoy officially handed in his resignation to 
President Francois Mitterrang on Monday. 


Beregovoy’s resignation follows the crushing defeat of 
his Socialist Party by the right in general elections. 


President Accepts Beregovoy Resignation; To 
Address Nation 

LD2903114093 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1100 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Correspondent Saint Cricq report from the Elysee] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Pierre Beregovoy has ten- 
dered his resignation and that of his government to the 
president. Francois Mitterrand recorded this resignation 
and asked him to remain in office to ensure the conti- 
nuity of the government. 


Meanwhile, the president of the Senate, Rene Monory, 
arrived for a 30-minute meeting. followed by the out- 
going president of the National Assembly. Henri 
Emmanuelli. 


The only news, given by Rene Monory, is that Francois 
Mitterrand will reportedly speak tonight at 2000. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


[Announcer] Thank you. we repeat that President Fran- 
cos Mitterrand will speak this evening at 2000. as he did 
following the second round of the legislative elections in 
1986 before the first cohabitation. 


Chirac Not Interested in Prime Minister Post 


LD2603153593 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 1500 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] Jacques Chirac has no interest in the Matignon 
[prime minister's residence]. He said so before an audi- 
ence. Don't count on me to give you the name of the 
striker [as heard] that our new majority will have next 
week. I only know that I will not be the candidate for any 
post in that next majority. He said so during a public 
meeting in Carcassonne a little while ago. I'm not a 
candidate to all the posts of the Republic, as | am 
thinking about the longer term. he added. He thus clearly 
placed himself in the sights of the 1995 presidential 
election. 


Interviewed on Cohabitatia 


PM 2603181093 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
25 Mar 93 p6 


[Interview with Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac by Franz- 
Olivier Giesbert and Paul Guilbert: date. place not given] 
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[Excerpts] [LE FIGARO] Some people are raising the 
question of whether the president should stay in the 
Elysee. If the president was to return to the fray after the 
reyection he has just suffered, how should he proceed? 


[Chirac] It 1s not up to me or anyone else to dictate to 
Mr. Mitterrand how he should behave. One thing is 
certain, the defeat, not to say the rout, of the Socialist 
Party, if it is confirmed, will be his defeat, too. As | said 
in 1986 and as I have said throughout this campaign, 11 
would be in accordance with the spirit of our institutions 
and the interests of France if he were to draw the proper 
conclusions. But in any case, France’ will have to be 
governed, so that the break with socialism can be put 
into practice without delay. 


[LE FIGARO] What was the main target of the rejec- 
tion? The president, or the Socialist Party? 


[Chirac] I do not think the president can be dissociated 
from the Socialist Party. They governed together. It is 
their failures. the promises they failed to keep. the lost 
illusions that led to this massive reyection vote. 


[LE FIGARO] People everywhere are predicting a tidal 
wave for the RPR-U DF [Rally for the Republic—Union for 
French Democracy] in the National Assembly. Are you not 
rather afraid of finding a hard right in the Palais Bourbon” 


[Chirac] A large-scale victory next Sunday holds no fear 
for me. On the contrary. It is necessary. It will be. first, a 
very strong signal to Mr. Mitterrand. It will also be 
necessary in order to lead the action of revival and 
reform that the French people will have given their 
approval to, in the economic and social situation that 
exists in France today. 


So let us have no uncertainties on this point. Let me add 
that we have no desire for hegemony, but on the con- 
trary, a profound desire to open up. 


[LE FIGARO] Many people were surprised by the 
National Front’s high score. How do you explain the 
progress by Jean-Marie Le Pen’s party in relation to the 
previous parliamentary elections” 


[Chirac] Many French people have come up against 
difficult situations in their daily life and do not under- 
stand the laxity evidenced by successive Socialist gov- 
ernments on questions of security and immigration. 
That makes them more susceptible to the language of the 
National Front. It 1s up to us to respond to their attack in 
our own way, by controlling immigration and pursuing a 
determined public security policy. [passage omutted] 


[LE FIGARO] Is the Europe of Maastricht dead” 


[Chirac] Maastricht offered several acceptable paths. 
such as the strengthening of monetary solidarity and the 
prospect of a European defense. Other provisions were 
more contentious, and above all there was a lack of real 
popular enthusiasm to support the project. Today 
Europe is in crisis: The fate of the Maastricht treaty 
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remains uncertain; monetary solidarity ha s crumbled; 
conflicts of interest are increasing: the depression is 
promoting and justifying the growth of national egotism. 
Instead of the triumphal march that was rather impru- 
dently predicted, we have to face up to a real risk of the 
breakup of what we have built over 40 years. Some 
people are asking whether, after agricultural desertifica- 
tion, we are now embarking on the path of industrial 
desertification, given the extent to which Europe has 
sprung leaks under the joint influence of governmental 
inaction and the activism of the Brussels Commission. 
How are we to react? The answer is not easy. It must be 
sought, I believe, in the following areas: First, restore to 
Franco-German cooperation its proper direction and its 
proper scope; then put the emphasis on European iden- 
tity and specificity, especially in the economic sphere, 
and revive the notion of giving preference to the Com- 
munity; last, involve the peopies more closely in this 
adventure, peoples who have had the impression, in 
recent years, of being pushed aside. 


{LE FIGARO] Francois Mitterrand has said that France 
has only one leader in the sphere of foreign policy. You 
made it known, on the eve of the election, that you do 
not recognize the preeminence of the president in that 
sphere once he has lost his parliamentary majority. Is 
this a matter of principle, or a way of rejecting Matignon 
(the prime ministership] in advance? 


[Chirac] I have already said several times that it is not 
my intention to pursue every post in the Republic. My 
action takes a longer-term view. As regards foreign 
policy, I do not think Mr. Mitterrand said any such 
thing. No provision in the Constitution would authorize 
that. It is futile and dangerous to want to make foreign 
policy or defense policy into a separate sphere. The 
government, which, under the Constitution, determines 
and conducts the nation’s policy, will exercise its full 
responsibility in these spheres as in others. Whether it is 
a question of protecting our economic interests in the 
GATT negotiations or of the nature and scope of our 
action in the Balkans. Do not forget parliament, either; 
on the occasion of the Maastricht accords it showed that 
it no longer intended to be presented with faits accom- 
plis, specifically as regards the evolution and functioning 
of the European Community. 


Cohabitation is not power sharing with a declining 
socialism, it is the full exercise of responsibilities by the 
new majority. 


[LE FIGARO] Francois Mitterrand has just visited 
Washington and Moscow. Were those trips necessary? 


[Chirac] Nobody denies that clarification is necessary 
between France and the United States on certain very 
important subjects, such as the future of the Atlantic 
alliance, international economic relations, and aid to 
Russia. Was it necessary, to that end, for Mr. Mitterrand 
to go himself, a few days before an election which is 
going to change profoundly the political landscape in 
France? You will permit me to doubt it, and to be 
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tempted to think that these trips form part of a long 
succession of gestures designed to give the impression 
that, whatever happens on 2! and 28 March, everything 
will continue as before. Who would be fooled...” 


{LE FIGARO] In recent statements you recommend a 
modification of national service, a revision of the French 
doctrine of deterrence, and a reevaluation of our rela- 
tions with NATO. How far should we go? 


[Chirac] Following the collapse of communism in 
Europe and in many Third World countries, we must 
henceforth face up to political chaos and excessive 
armament at the same time. Thai is a very dangerous 
situation, even if the nature of the threat has changed, 
and we should therefore consider our security in new 
terms. What has the Socialist power done? I think the 
ossification of its thought processes has rendered it 
incoherent. Thus national service is sacred, yet it has 
been reduced to 10 months, which is a fine specimen of 
a half-measure; nuclear deterrence is still affirmed as a 
priority, but Francois Mitterrand seems to be opposed to 
the resumption of our tests in the Pacific; he is demon- 
Strating dogmatic intransigence with regard to NATO, 
yet he willingly tolerates our looking like auxiliaries to 
the Americans in Somalia. Our country needs an inno- 
vative vision on at least three essential questions. 


First, national service: Nobody disputes that the evolu- 
tion of the threat means that we need a more profes- 
sional army; why not approach this problem without 
preconceptions? 


Next, nuclear deterrence: Its purpose is changing, 
because the threat is no longer the same. But it gives us 
an irreplaceable assurance in a dangerous world, and we 
must preserve this gain. We should therefore maintain 
our potential in this sphere and join our principle 
partners in combating uncontrolled proliferation in the 
Third World, such as North Korea has just shown us. 


Last, we should reconsider the terms of our necessary 
alliance with the United States and therefore our rela- 
tions with NATO. The link with the United States 
remains an essential factor for Europe's security. But 
since the Americans are going to reduce considerably 
their military presence on our continent, the time has 
come for the Europeans to act like the senior partners. So 
instead of clinging to attitudes that no longer correspond 
to the present-day world, we should propose to the 
United States, along with the Germans and the British, a 
new shareout of responsibilities within the alliance. 


Gives Election Victory Address 


LD2803 190093 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1819 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Television address by Jacques Chirac; place not given— 
live] 


[Text] My dear fellow countrymen: Tonight, I would like 
to thank you on my behalf and on behalf of the Union for 
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France [UPF] for the trust which you placed in us. You 
expressed your rejection of socialism, but mainly, you 
wanted another policy to combat unemployment, all 
forms of exclusions, to give back to the state its authority 
and its impartiality. to build the Europe of our hopes and 
of our interests. 


Your choice is clear to everybody. It ts clear for the 
president of the Republic, who should now assume his 
responsibilities. If he does not think there are any other 
consequences to be drawn from this result, he will have 
10 name a prime minister who will have all the confi- 
dence of the new majority. Your choice is also clear to 
this majority, which must know how to dominate its 
victory. 


Dear fellow countrymen, our responsibility this evening 
is even greater than the success that you have given us 
this evening is important. The government that we will 
support will be the government of all French people. It 
will have to act with firmness, moderation, and toler- 
ance. 


As far as | am concerned, | will bring him [the president 
of the Republic] all my support within my current 
situation. There is no inevitability looming over our 
country. With your help everything becomes possible 
again. I trust our ability to overcome, all together, our 
difficulties. The revival of France will need time, it will 
need efforts, it will call for the rallying of all the French. 
It is to this task that I intend, now more than ever, to 
devote myself. 


Mitterrand Cohabitation Strategy Viewed 


PM2603/45293 Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Mar 
93 ppl.& 


[Patrick Jarreau article: “Resisting” 


[Text] Francois Mitterrand is never better than in oppo- 
sition. Jean-Paul Huchon, Michel Rocard’s former pri- 
vate secretary at the Hotel Matignon, reports a remark 
made by Jacques Attali at the time, explaining to him: 
“The president is still an oppositionist deep down insid- 
e...even with regard to his own government.” 


The emotion of most of the ministers on Wednesday 
afternoon after the last meeting of Pierre Beregovoy's 
government, shows the extent to which the role of 
resistance fighter against all the odds suits him. 


The fact that the Socialists’ rout can be explained by the 
French people's desire to “settle a score” with the head 
of state, as Michel Rocard said, and that they suffered 
the effect of this rejection among the left-wing voters, is 
an idea which does not seem to occur to Francois 
Mitterrand. Of course, he thinks that the Socialist Party 
bears its share of the responsibility for the defeat: 
According to him it is paying for its divisions and, also, 
for its leaders’ refusal to return to proportional represen- 
tation for the election of the deputies. However, the 
president of the Republic attaches as much importance, 
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in his assessment of the causes of the defeat, to external 
factors like the collapse of the Soviet system which has 
apparently deprived the Communist component of the 
“people of the left” of hope, and consequently shaken 
the historical foundation on which the 1981 victory was 
built. 


What now remains of the left according to Francois 
Mitterrand? Himself. As heir and continuator of a long 
historical movement which he asserts is not nearly at an 
end, he intends to represent the fight of the weak against 
the strong in face of the right’s supremacy. Thus, the 
head of state is resuming the “stance” which he adopted 
during the first period of cohabitation. On the basis of a 
Constitution which does not allow the parliamentary 
majority, however big it might be, to cast doubt on the 
president of the Republic, he will be the one who 
reaffirms the imperative need for social cohesion and the 
limits which the law should impose on the action of the 
market and the demand for security. 


In this task, the president of the Republic will not be 
alone. Replying on Wednesday to Jacques Chirac, who 
considered it was in “France's interest” for Francois 
Mitterrand to resign from his post, Henri Emmanuelli 
said on Europe | that the parliamentary elections “do 
not authorize the disregarding of a vote by 54 percent of 
all the French people in order to occupy the post of 
president of the Republic.” 


In other words, the legitimacy which the head of state 
gained for 7 years on his reelection in May 1988 in 
inviolable until his mandate ends. The outgoing speaker 
of the National Assembly was thus the first to join 
Francois Mitterrand’s “inner circle,” to quote the 
expression used by Bernard Tapie on Wednesday 
evening during a joint meeting with Bernard Kouchner. 
However, the latter dissociated himself from the min- 
ister for towns who had attacked the right-wing leaders 
and he called upon the left to “draw outlines” rather 
than putting out “certainties.” “The world has changed, 
and we have not,” the minister for health and humani- 
tarian action emphasized. 


The president's message is intended for the Socialists in 
the future but, in the short term, it is aimed at the 
right-wing leaders. The latter cannot expect, any more 
than they could in 1986, to find themselves facing a 
“passive” head of state. Taking note of the disagreement 
which has emerged between Jacques Chirac and Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing on the cohabitation question—and the 
duels which will be fought between Rally for the 
Republic [RPR] and Union for French Democracy 
[UDF] candidates in the second round of the election— 
Francois Mitterrand reaffirms that the appointment of 
the prime minister is the first of the prerogatives which 
he will have to exercise after 28 March and that he will 
take account of the attitude of various people with regard 
to the constitutional rules. “As far as I know, the 
president of the Republic will not be very inclined to 
chouse somebody from circles which do not have the 
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concern or will to respect our Constitution,” Pierre 
Beregovoy said on TF! on Wednesday evening. 


By referring to “circles,” the prime minister was aiming 
at the RPP and suggesting that Edouard Balladur might 
suffer, in Francois Mitterrand’s eyes, from the aggressive 
attitude shown by Jacques Chirac or Alain Juppe. Some 
ministers close to the head of state point out that the 
right’s “potential” government chief was forced to adapt 
to the RPR chairman's statement, by explaining in 
Draveil (Essonne) on Wednesday evening, for instance, 
that “the best solution, when there is a change of 
majority which does not correspond to the president's 
wishes is for him to draw the necessary conclusions.” 
However, Edouard Balladur added: “If he does not draw 
those conclusions, we must take on government respon- 
sibilities in accordance with our pledge to the French 


people.” 


In 1988, Francois Mitterrand took advantage of the 
criticism of the RPR by Raymond Barre and the Cen- 
trists who were worried about that party's respect for 
“the state's impartiality.” Before him, Francois Leotard 
had complained about the behavior of the RPR’s mili- 
tant elements. Today, the UDF’s decision not to system- 
atically give way to Jacques Chirac’s party where the 
latter's candidates are in the lead on the right in the first 
round, shows its desire to oppose its partner's hegemony. 
This gives the president of the Republic an opportunity 
and he can suggest that even in the eyes of a section of 
the right, the choice of the party which will have the 
main responsibility in the future government is not a 
foregone conclusion. Why should he think differently? 


Cohabitation has already begun. The way in which 
Francois Mitterrand intends to conduct it is obvious in 
his statements at the cabinet meeting and in the inter- 
pretation which Pierre Beregovoy gave of them. Initially 
at least, the Socialists have no other choice but to join 
Michel Rocard in paying tribute to the president's 
“fierce energy and unparalleled combativeness,” to wish 
him courage and to join his “inner circle.” 


UDF's Giscard d’Estaing Outlines Government 
Priorities 


PM 2603153893 Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Mar 
93 pp 1,9 


[Article by Union for French Democracy Leader Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing: “Restoring Confidence™} 


[Text] Probably contaminated by the disappointment of 
the Socialist leaders soundly defeated on the ground, 
possibly made cautious by the difficult prospect of 
cohabitation, the leaders of the Union for French 
Democracy [UDF]-Rally for the Republic [RPR] oppo- 
sition did not give the feeling of being filled or carried by 
their victory on the evening of the first round. Hence the 
strange impression of a victory withovt victors. Hence 
also, for the public, the frustration of a victory which did 
not seem to give them the boost they expected! Our 
country is suffering from a lack of confidence and hope. 
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Hence the content given to our campaign between the 
two rounds: To restore confidence and allow hope to 
shine. We must respond to the lack of confidence by 
unwavering determination—the determination to imple- 
ment the government program drawn up by the opposi- 
tion as quickly as possible. Some people have criticized it 
for being too modest: It is therefore realistic. Others 
found it too vague: Let us give it a precise timetable. 


The first task in the spring will be that of a series of 
measures which will be sufficiently visible without trying 
to be spectacular, aimed at getting the economic 
machinery running again: Immediate program of 
housing aid, speeding up major infrastructure projects, 
signals to enterprises with regard to exceptional aid for 
hiring staff, and the first steps to reduce the contribu- 
tions levied on wages. 


To reduce the gap between the future supply of skilled 
jobs and the lack of vocational training which affects too 
many young people, the whole system of vocational 
training applicable to young people under the age of 25 
will be transferred to the regions. 


The second siage will be September, relating to the 
presentation of the budget: Priority to employment and 
economic recovery. A reduction in inheritance tax to 
encourage long-term saving and avoid the dismantling of 
the small and medium-sized enterprises and industries. 
Gradual elimination of the budget deficit and the debt, 
in order to ease the monetary policy and enable a cut in 
interest rates. The search for a simplified fiscal system 
and one which is less onerous for small businesses and 
rural crafts. Redeployment of investments in the country 
thanks to a tough policy of regional development. 


Parliament would also be called upon to rapidly give 
signals of confidence: the adoption in spring of the law 
reforming the Nationality Code, adopted by the Senate: 
presentation of the plan for the independence of the 
Bank of France; discussion of a new decentralization 
law; plan to reform the Higher Council of Magistrates. 
solemnly asserting the independence of the judiciary. 


Finally, initiatives will have to be taken to put the 
European train back on the track, because its cars are 
wandering all over the place! All these initiatives depend 
on the boosting of Franco-German cooperation by asso- 
Ciating with it the hard core of the EC and aiming at 
three objectives, the urgency of which has just been 
stressed by the election campaign: a coherent reform of 
the Common Agricultural Policy, the rapid correction of 
the external vulnerability of the big single market, and 
the move toward the European currency. 


Is this timetable likely to be thwarted by political maneu- 
vers? Why should it be? It does not call any social 
achievement into question. It sets normal objectives for 
budgetary policy. [It confirms the choices of France's 
European approach. 
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The new majority must agree to link its fate to that of its 
plan: It will live or die with it. We have known for a long 
time that confidence cannot be proclaimed. It must *e 
earned. 


And can hope be made to shine? The failure of the 
government's administration and the Socialist leaders’ 
admissions of impotence are dragging the public down, 
spreading a clim2ie of discouragement and resignation. 
What about the crisis? [t is a world crisis’ What about 
unemployment? Nobody will be able to reduce it! The 
needles on the dials of our economy are stuck on red. 
And how can political circles be trusted? They are 
discredited and corrupt! 


Come now! We have experienced the regular creation of 
jobs. We have gone through periods in which our growth 
rate exceeded that of Germany. Here and there, in our 
enterprises, in Our regions, among our research workers, 
among all those who are producing, transporting, and 
selling, we have capable and creative men and women 
who can be compared with the best in the world. The 
economic machinery ts grinding but it 1s also shuddering. 
With a few well coordinated moves, it will be ready to 
Start. 


Solidarity exists. Our social fabric, although sorely 
tested, has not torn as elsewhere: French generosity, 
camouflaged behind group egoism, remains deep and 
available: It can successfully bring about the integration 
of new French citizens, the medical control of health 
spending, take account of the problems associated with 
longer life expectancy, the struggle against major health 
crises, from cancer to AIDS, and a development of 
education which consolidates knowledge and reduces 
educational failure. 


Colbert is said to have rubbed his hands with glee at the 
sight of the files piling up on his desk. Our new majority 
must prepare to do the same! Our vocabulary no doubt 
discourages lyricism. “Change of policy,” “restarting the 
economy.” That is all necessary, but sounds very drab! 
Life, if it is to progress, needs to feel guided by a spark of 
joy, an impatience to achieve success, progress, justice, 
and stability. 


Let us put forward our plan. Let us pledge to implement 
it. Let us publicly agree to be judged on our future 
results, like those captains who lashed themselves to the 
mast of their ships to weather the storm. Let us feel 
within us the desire to succeed. We will restore confi- 
dence. We will regain the taste of hope. We will make a 
success of our victory. 


Giscard d'Estaing Views Post-Election Prospects 


LD2803212293 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1904 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Text] [Anchorman Paul Amar] I'm calling [Union for 
French Democracy] President Valery Giscard d’Estaing. 
Good evening. 
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[Giscard d’Estaing] Good evening. 


[Amar] You are talking live from the Union for French 


Democracy [UDF] headquarters in Paris. Wha is your 
first reaction to the Union for France [UPF] victory? 


[Giscard d°Estaing] My first reaction is very simple. The 
UPF has clearly won. You know, when you are in a 
stadium before a game, you sing: We will win. Now we 
can say: We have won. The UPF has clearly won both the 
first and the second rounds of these elections. As far as I 
am concerned, my second goal has been reached—to 
have more than 200 deputies for the UDF. They will 
bring to the National Assembly our values of firmness in 
our beliefs and of tolerance in our behavior, something 
we have, by the way, shown during the whole of the 
campaign. 


Now I think that what is important for the French is the 
fact that it is necessary to put the country back on its feet 
and vigorously start the reforms. This is what the French 
are expecting, this is what they have asked during the 
campaign, and I have two suggestions to give to the 
deputies. Keep your promises and restore hope to the 
French. 


[Amar] Mr. Valery Giscard «Estaing, we just heard a 
different tone on F2 and Europe |. It is Philippe de 
Villiers. He does not want a cohabitation between the 
new majority and the head of state. What do you think? 


[Giscard d’Estaing] Listen, we are ruled by our Consti- 
tution. We could have reformed it or we could have 
adopted a political attitude. But this political attitude 
should have been adopted before the elections, to warn 
the French people of the consequences of their votes. As 
we did not adopt that attitude, we are going to respect 
the Constitution. This is the framework which will from 
now on guide our action. Of course, I should like to stress 
that in the Constitution the government has all the 
means to rule. When a little while ago I was saying that 
it is NOW Necessary to Start to put the country upright and 
vigorously launch the reforms, we will do it exactly in the 
spirit of the project that we have submitted and that the 
French have approved. 


[Amar] Jacques Chirac has just declared that the presi- 
dent of the Republic musi learn a lesson from these 
elections and appoint a prime minister coming from the 
new majority. Is it possible, in your opinion, to be more 
precise as far as the criteria for the choice are concerned? 
Does the new prime minister have to come from the 
most powerful party in the new assembly, that is, the 
Rally for the Republic [RPR]? 


{Giscard d’Estaing]} First of all, | obviously agree with 
Jacques Chirac. He obviously must be chosen within the 
ranks of the new majority. The president of the Republic 
must take into account the results of the elections. If 
there were a strong lead for one of the opposition parties, 
it would be normal for the prime minister to be chosen 
from the ranks of that party. 
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[Amar] Dominique Baudis has just told us that he 1s a 
candidate for the presidency of the National Assembly. 
This creates a political problem. Mr. President, do you 
think that wiih a RPR prime minister, there must be a 
UDF president of the assembly? In other words, should 
there be a sharing out of the posts? 


[Giscard d’Estaing] We are not going to start the race for 
the posts. The French could say: Really, if the politicians, 
on the very evening of an election which ends a long 
period of Socialist rule in France, and which above all is 
restoring the hope of recovery, this is what is interesting. 
[sentence as heard] If we start the race for the posts right 
away, the French will say: Here we are, the politicians are 
always the same. What I say is that the union 1s also a 
matter of balance. We have two groupings which have 
undoubtedly a similar importance. For the first time the 
UDF, that is, the center-right, will have more than 200 
members of parliament in France. This is unprece- 
dented. We have been told, and there 1s no doubt about 
it, that the RPR will have a lead over us. It 1s normal to 
draw conclusions from this. But the union implies 
mutual respect. There must be an attitude, a style 
displaying mutual respect and balance. Balance means 
that for the important public posts on one hand and 
government posts on the other that balance will have to 
be respected. Of course, | can say it right now, the UDF 
will support action that leads to the recovery. 


[Amar] As far as you are concerned, | am not talking 
posts, | am talking about the responsibilities: Do you 
wish to have a role within the new majority, within the 
new government, if you are asked to do so” 


[Giscard d Estaing] No, in the government I really don’t 
think so. | mean, I never wanted to adopt a ceriain 
position or to rule out anything. | think that in these 
difficult situations that we are in one must not make a 
personal situation a hindrance for others. But | cannot 
immagine in what circumstance I could have a role to play 
in a government. That said, I will support the policy that 
leads to the recovery, with no afterthoughts and no 
limits. | am helping in a special way, as in our depart- 
ment of the Puy-de-Dome, a Socialist stronghold, we 
have won all six seats. We had one outgoing deputy and 
there were five Socialists;, we have won all the six seats. 
What we have done in Auvergne, we will help to do in 
France. 


[Amar] Thank you, Mr. Valery Giscard d’Estaing for this 
first statement. 


Socialist Secretary Fabius Analyzes Election 
Defeat 


LD2803202893 Paris TF-1 Television Network in 
French 1847 GMT 28 Mar 93 


{Statement by Socialist Party First Secretary Laurent 
Fabius; place not given—tive or recorded] 


[Text] The French have voted, the parliamentary Lefi 
suffered a very severe defeat, the Right towers above 
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nearly everything. The aew National Assembly will thus 
be a crushing assembly. In this storm, I thank the voters 
who kept their trust in us. Faced with this result, we 
share the same sadness. The new majority will have to 
respect the institutions, in particular the Presidency. 
Everyone must wish that it will act in France's interests. 


How did we get these results distorted by the voting 
system? First, thanks to unemployment, to the weariness 
provoked by years in power, by successive government 
by the ruling party. by the feeling of insecurity, by moral 
failures—the scandals—and also by mistakes despite the 
importance of the balance sheet which will be under- 
stood with ume. The downfall of communism in the east 
and the globalization of issues helped to blur the refer- 
ence points. 


Finally, personal positions and internal splits played 
their part. I do not believe that 1 was our ideal that was 
penalized but rather some of our practices, in a word, the 
heart became estranged. We will need time to draw all 
the consequences and they will be major ones. Some 
concern the Socialist Party: New ideas, new practices, a 
real mutation 1s needed, and will have to app. to the 
whole of the Left. We will not embark alone on the 
necessary ieconstruction, the preparation of the presi- 
dential assembly at the proper time, that of the munic- 
ipal elections will impose a rallying with the various 
leanings within the left, with ecologists if possible, and 
with the whole of the camp of progress. [sentence as 
heard] We will not do so without starting first with the 
Socialist Party: it will soon be up to those in the field to 
act, Starting with a broad debate. so as to rebuild a party 
faithful to the values of the Left, taking into account 
developments within society and clearly expressing its 
social-democrat nature. We will not achieve this without 
units: | saat to see an end to the destructive system of 
rival currents. 


The sanction of universal suffrage struck; the responsi- 
bilities are collective and must be met collectively, and | 
will naturally shoulder all my share as | take part in that 
reconstruction. Tonight the Left becomes the opposi- 
tion, and it must reestablish links with those who trusted 
it. It must speak its natural language which is that of 
social justice. However, all the difficulties can be over- 
come when one trusts an ideal; | believe in reconquest 
and I believe in hope. Take heart! 


Socialist Leader Rocard Views Election Defeat 


LD2803232593 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1909 GM 28 Mar 93 


[Interview with Socialist Party leader Michel Rocard by 
anchorman Paul Amar—live] 


[Text] [Amar] According to estimates, the Union for 
France [UPF] has 482 deputies and the Socialist Party 
68. How do you react to these results? 


{[Rocard] It is in line with the indications of the first 
round: The left lost, we all lost, | myself lost with the left, 
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the right is in total control; it is to be hoped that it will 
use its power for the good of the country. Our task is to 
be an attentive watchful but constructive opposition. 
The president of the Republic will play an essential role 
in protecting the institutions and also the great repub- 
lican trends of the country, and he knows that he can rely 
on the support of all those in France for whom democ- 
racy is important. 


I would like to say that I wish first for my country that 
the right governs well. We need this, France faces a 
difficult situation, things are not easy. Simply, I am 
worried 


[Amar] Precisely, all leaders of the right who spoke in 
this studio or somewhere else used a word which was 
often repeated: tolerance and reform, but let’s stay with 
this word tolerance. In your opinion, will these 482 UPF 
deputies be able to manage their victory and be tolerant? 


{[Rocard] Paul Amar, I welcome the use of this word this 
evening. I have many recollections of election evenings 
which were not always easy; I also experienced difficult 
ones, this is not the first one. It is indeed one where the 
language is the most moderate and the most responsible. 
However, there is, if I may say so, social physics: An 
assembly with more than 450 or 480 deputies cannot 
really control itself, it has no counterbalance; and I am 
more worried by this than by the intentions of leaders 
who know the difficulties of state issues. In any case, 
what is clear is that the French must be very watchful so 
that mutual respect remains one of the fundamentals of 
the Republic. We will see how this majority will contro! 
itself, but it is not up to me to prejudge how it will do so. 


[Amar] Earlier, we heard Laurent Fabius’ statement, we 
heard a very severe political self-criticism: The heart 
became estranged, he said. How do you explain the 
defeat of the Socialist Party? 


[Rocard] I believe that Laurent Fabius’ statement was 
very accurate and that these remarks are right to express 
what happened. The left lost despite a balance sheet 
which I believe will stand out in history, because it is a 
good one, but it is true that all countries resist with 
difficulty this crisis of civilization represented by mas- 
sive unemployment, which is not contained anywhere. I 
remind you that unemployment also is growing ast in 
Japan which had nearly full employment only a short 
while ago. The French did not want this anymore and 
thus did not positively assess the side-effects. We learned 
that power creates aloofness: It cuts off rulers from the 
ruled, it even cuts off leaders from members. These 
findings force us, the whole of the left, primarily in the 
Socialist Party but in the whole of the left, to rediscover 
a notion of political practice, of relations with the 
average Frenchman, everyday people who should be 
better heard and have an easier access in more open 
political structures. 


It is clear that there has been here a serious break, but 
what is clear to me is that this sanction drives us to a 
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reconstructior, calls for a revival which starts tomorrow 
morning, as I said in Montlouis-sur-! sire. As of now, we 
are rebuilding hope. 


[Amar] You used the expression “big bang.”’ Does this 
happen through—using your expression—the implosion 
of the Socialist Party, through as you say the revival, the 
reconstruction, through the creation of a new party with, 
perhaps a new term—Laurent Fabius said social- 
democrat? Did the Socialist Party die tonight? 


[Rocard] Let’s not bury it too hastily. What died today is 
a certain style of politics, and I must confess that I was 
hoping for that for a while; I even said so in Montlouis, 
if you remember. What also died today was a certain 
vision of the world. What died today is probably the idea 
that unemployment—this great plague which puts 
France like the rest of Europe in its current state—can be 
defeated. What died tonight is the idea that half- 
measures are acceptable. 


This rejection by the French compels us to go much 
further in the organization of labor in our society. The 
expression “sharing of work’’ was used by many, 
including by myself, and it is worrying those who already 
have work, and rightly so, since this should not be 
questioned. What should be questioned is the organiza- 
tion of our life, of our relation to work, and this is why it 
does not make sense anymore to have a party exclusively 
defined as a party of the workers against all those who 
are not workers, since being traders, craftsmen or doc- 
tors they have their shop or their capital. All this is 
stupid and must be reassessed, and I indced said “big 
bang,” that is, deep and sudden change, this new way of 
thinking which must form the basis for a new policy. 


The central point is that France’s political backbone, or 
frame, is very weak: There are no more than 400,000 
members in our political parties for a country of 58 
million. Thus a change in the relationship with the 
grassroots of the country is the preamble. 


[Amar] Mr. Rocard, you were beaten at Conflans-Sainte- 
Honorine. What about you, your future, your hopes? Do 
you still see yourself as the candidate of the Socialist 
Party, of the socialists to the presidency of the Republic? 


[Rocard] Naturally, but this is not the subject, nor the 
time, nor the problem, and I remain a combative polit- 
ical militant, and that is not about to change. 


[Amar] In any case, you still intend to be part of the 
political debate. 


{[Rocard] Naturally. 


[Amar] And for the place that could be yours and which 
could be chosen by ... 


{[Rocard, interrupting] We will see. 


[Amar] Thank you, Mr. Rocard. 
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Dumas on Election Defeat, Future Prospects 


LD2803203893 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1923 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Interview with Roland Dumas, minister of state for 
foreign affairs, in Dordogne by anchorman Paul Amar in 
the studio—live] 


[Text] [Amar] We can now talk to Roland Dumas live 
from Dordogne. Good evening, Mr. Dumas. You are 
very close to Francois Mitterrand: In your opinion, how 
is he reacting this evening to the result? 


{Dumas] I cannot replace the president of the Republic, 
especially as | am away from Paris. You will have the 
opportunity to ask hini.... 


[Amar, interrupting] So what is your feeling on what is 
happening in the country? 


[Dumas] Well, I have the feeling that the National 
Assembly has been elected in conformity with the pre- 
dictions and the indications of the first round. It is 
legitimate in its make-up, but it is not representative of 
the political reality in the country. Too many forces 
which exist in the country—we have just heard the 
ecologists—will not be represented at all in this National 
Assembly, but it remains legitimate. So it has to govern, 
and | would wish for my country that it will govern well. 


In my field for example, to which I have devoted myself 
for over 10 years, foreign affairs, I hope that the direc- 
tions which have been taken will not be undermined, 
that the building of Europe will continue, that the 
Franco-German axis will not be damaged, that France 
should be active on the international scene, at the United 
Nations, in the Security Council, that it should help the 
countries of the former Soviet Union along their path to 
freedom, and so on. So I hope that things should happen 
in this way. 


[Amar] You say that you hope, but can cohabitation 
from this point of view, according to you, run its full 
course? 


[Dumas] This question is often asked in a way which to 
me seems absurd. I am asked: Will the president of the 
Republic allow the government to govern? It seems quite 
clear to me. The president of the Republic is the 
guardian of the Constitution, and he will apply it. But we 
can also put the question the other way: Will the govern- 
ment that will emerge from the new assembly allow the 
president of the Republic to carry out his duties prop- 
erly? The Constitution and a number of texts define 
these duties in the field of defense, foreign affairs, and I 
am hearing noises here and there. It would be good for 
those who aspire to government to make their intentions 
clear on this subject. 
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Le Pen Cites ‘Screaming Injustice’ in Election 


LD2803193193 Paris TF-1 Television Network in 
French 1901 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Studio interview with Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the 
French National Front party, by unidentified 
announcer—live] 


[Text] [Announcer] Good evening Mr. Le Pen. I have a 
question to ask you. 


{Le Pen] I would like to make a declaration if you will 
allow me. 


[Announcer] By all means. 


{Le Pen] The second round of voting has, as predicted, 
worsened the screaming injustice of the two-round 
majority voting system. With 40 percent of the vote in 
the first round, the Rally for the Republic [RPR] and the 
Union for French Democracy [UDF] will have 85 per- 
cent of the seats, almost 500 seats. With 9 percent the 
Communist Party will have 25 seats. With 12.5 percent 
the National Front will no doubt have no seat. 


As with the cantonal elections last year, we have been 
able to witness collusion between the headquarters of the 
right-wing parties and the Communist Party. Mean- 
while, in the second round our candidates, wherever they 
remained—in about 100 instances—progressed very 
noticeably. Today, the National Front is the country’s 
third political force. It only had symbolic representation 
with Mrs. Stirbois, who was unfortunately...[line cut off] 


Marchais Makes Statement on Post-Election 
Prospects 

LD2803214193 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 2001 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Statement by French Communist Party Secretary Gen- 
eral Georges Marchais, after election results; place not 
given—recorded] 


[Text] It appears that many voters today realized the 
danger posed by a complete triumph of the Right and of 
the extreme Right, and rallied to block their way by 
voting for communist, socialist, or ecologist candidates, 
just as we, at any rate, had asked them to do. One can say 
with near certainty that there will be a communist group 
at the National Assembly. This is good news for all those 
who will be in such great need of defense. 


That said, this anti-Right reaction in the second round 
must not lead us to forget the hard lesson inflicted in the 
first round upon the socialist leaders. The forces of 
progress must now draw all the lessons of this failure. 
There will be no future for these forces if they do not 
answer the expectations of our people for a new policy of 
justice, of honesty, of solidarity, and for another way of 
going about politics. They need to think deeply about 
this: We have begun this process and we will continue it. 
This supposes dialogue, exchange, and meetings between 


# 
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them and the citizens. We will take initiatives to con- 
tribute to this search for new answers, and we will 
respond to every invitation in this direction. 


The Right henceforth has a crushing majority in the 
National Assembly, a majority unprecedented in the 
whole history of the Republic, but the first signal that it 
has received today warns it that it would be quite wrong 
to think that it can do whatever it likes. All those who 
will be at the receiving end of the Right and of the big 
bosses can count on the firm left-wing opposition that 
the communists and their group at the National 
Assembly will muster to help them to gain the strength to 
be respected. 


Future Government's European Options Viewed 


PM2903110293 Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Mar 
93 pp 1,9 


{Daniel Vernet article: “The Future Government's 
Options. Europe: Rejecting the Easy Way”’] 


[Text] “France must not be isolated from the European 
Community.” In March 1983, at the end of municipal 
elections that were difficult for the Socialist Party and 
after 10 days of intensive consultations, Francois Mit- 
terrand came out in favor of keeping the franc in the 
European Monetary System [EMS]. Coming out would 
have put Europe back 10 years. At the same time the 
president of the Republic opted for an austerity policy 
which turned its back on Socialist illusions that had been 
fostered for two years. This choice was also a choice in 
favor of stringency and discipline. Now, 10 years later, 
the Socialist Party has paid the electoral price in full, 
“unjustly,” as Michel Rocard said, echoing Francois 
Mitterrand. But the cost of the other path, to France, 
would certainly have been much higher, and the disrup- 
tions that Europe has seen in recent years give even more 
value, retrospectively, to the priority which was given at 
that time to the integration of Western Europe. 


The government that will enter into office at the begin- 
ning of April will find itself facing—mutatis mutandis 
[with the respective differences having been consid- 
ered}]—a similar choice. In the parliamentary ranks that 
will support it, there will be no lack of voices in favor of 
“untying” the franc from the Deutsche mark, and thus in 
favor of leaving the EMS. The arguments are familiar: 
Following Britain’s example, France would regain its 
freedom to maneuver; it could pursue a more dynamic 
economic policy, oriented toward reducing unemploy- 
ment through the lowering of interest rates. 


France would thereby escape the hegemony of the 
Bundesbank, whose concerns are German rather than 
European. 


The main leaders of what was hitherto the opposition. 
which is now preparing to govern, have all asserted— 
with the exception of Mr. Pasqua and Mr. Seguin—with 
equal conviction that they would not be tempted by the 
siren voices of the easy way out and that they would 


FRANCE 25 


maintain the policy of a strong franc, initiated in 1983 
and pursued firmly since then. There is no reason to 
doubt their statements. As was the case 10 years ago, the 
choice is not solely economic, or even technical. It is the 
entire orientation of France's foreign policy that depends 
On it. 


The dominoes would indeed fall one after another. After 
franc-mark parity, the EMS; after the EMS, the prospect 
of European monetary and political union, and with it, 
Franco-German cooperation. The temptation does not 
exist only in France; it is present in many other neigh- 
boring countries, and it would not take much to turn a 
potential threat into a reality. Just as a French “no” to 
Maastricht would have sounded the death knell for 
European integration, so the withdrawal of the franc 
from the EMS would give the signal for a “renational- 
ization” of economic policies. On an Old Continent that 
has just rediscovered, in Yugoslavia, that war is possible, 
the centrifugal forces already at work in the East would 
tear apart the bonds that have been painstakingly woven 
in the West over 40 years. 


By conviction and by logic, Jacques Chirac shares this 
analysis; by virtue of his electoral dream, he is still 
sensitive to the arguments of those who support the 
breakup of the Community in the name of France’s role 
in a mythical greater Europe. At the time of the Maas- 
tricht referendum, he cut through this dilemma; he 
realized that the Community imperative was more 
important than the treaty’s inadequacies. He owes it to 
himself to impose the same line on his troops, sur- 
mounting rivalries with the UDF [Union for French 
Democracy] and vague desires to fight it out with the 
president of the Republic. 


Good intentions are not enough. In the fragile state that 
is characteristic of the Community, any clumsy move 
could break all the china. An electoral campaign lends 
itself to warlike declarations against the government's 
weakness. The RPR [Rally for the Republic], like the 
UDF, did not refrain from these on the subject of GATT. 
Realism should, however, carry the day when yesterday's 
Opposition assumes its responsibilities, because a French 
veto or an empty-chair policy, in short, the isolation of 
France, would bring no lasting solution to the problems 
of French farmers and fishermen and would be delete- 
rious to cooperation with Germany, which the new 
leaders are promising to preserve and indeed to deepen. 


For months now the leaders of the new majority have 
been trying to reassure the Bonn government about their 
intentions; they have also established contacts with the 
Social Democratic opposition across the Rhine, in order 
to assure themselves of the permanence of German 
policy. German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel echoed 
them by declaring, after Sunday's [21 March] vote, that 
France and Germany would continue to boost European 
building. 


Are the RPR and the UDF not prey to certain illusions in 
thinking that they can exploit Germany's attachment to 
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Europe to secure a fall in interest rates which the 
previous government was unable to obtain? Certainly. 
To believe the opposite would be to show ignorance of 
the correlation of forces between the Bonn leaders and 
the Bundesbank. Just as the commitment to the indepen- 
dence of the central bank in France will not convince the 
Germans until it is actually put into practice. Even the 
carrot of a permanent seat for Germany on the UN 
Security Council, supported by Alain Juppe, does not 
seem likely to change the minds of the guardians of 
monetary orthodoxy. 


“Review” 


In their desire to demonstrate their goodwill toward 
Germany, the future government leaders go so far as to 
propose a “review” of Paris-Bonn relations. This idea is 
a double-edged weapon. At best, it could lead to a solemn 
affirmation of generous intentions—certain RPR mem- 
bers have even mentioned the possibility of a new Elysee 
treaty; at worst, it risks bringing to light irreconcilable 
differences. No doubt the Franco-German entente is 
always haunted by reservations on both sides. European 
architecture, common defense, Ostpolitik, transatlantic 
relations... the list is long. But the murky areas have 
never prevented cooperation, while a desire to “clarify” 
matters could, on the contrary, lead to insurmountable 
misunderstandings. 


In a civilized democracy, a period of cohabitation 
between powers with different orientations could be an 
Opportunity to promote understanding on major issues 
of national interest where wide areas of consensus, 
implicit or explicit, already exist. Europe is one, Western 
defense and the redefining of relations with the United 
States within the Atlantic alliance could be another. But 
that would be to disregard to presidential election cam- 
paign, which will open the day after the second round. It 
iS NO use regretting it. One can only hope that artificial 
polemics will not take the place of the essential debate on 
bringing French diplomacy up to date. 


Political Parties’ Attitudes on GATT Assessed 


PM 2603123893 Paris LE FIGARO in French 24 Mar 
93 supplement p u 


{Daniel Tacet article: “GATT: The Agriculture Precon- 
dition” } 


[Text] There is no question of going further in the GATT 
negotiations until an honorable agricultural settlement 
has been reached. The position on the issue aimed at 
further liberalizing international trade is the only point 
on which all politicians involved in the second round of 
the parliamentary elections agree. Indeed, from the 
extreme left to the extreme right, the French political 
class does not intend to give ground in this trial of 
strength, started mainly with the United States, which it 
regards as too unequal, especially for the farmers already 
penalized by the reform of the Common Agricultural 
Policy [CAP]. 
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The Socialists, who are generally more lukewarm than 
the right in the defense of the rural world, did not want 
to take the risk of endorsing the “Washington compro- 
mise” signed between the EEC and the United States in 
November. The political risk was too great. The question 
now is what the government which emerges from the 
ballot boxes next Sunday will do in this respect. 


For the Union for France [UPF] there is a twofold 
rejection. In addition to rejection of the preliminary 
GATT agreement on agriculture, there is rejection of the 
CAP reform. “It must be reviewed, the Community 
preference must be defended so that, for most products, 
prices once again become the basis of agricultural reve- 
nue,” the UPF program stipulates. The European part- 
ners therefore have every reason to fear an imminent 
hardening of the French stance in the international trade 
negotiations, a hardening which could even result in an 
empty chair policy, if some particularly intransigent 
officials are to be believed. An empty chair policy in both 
Brussels and Geneva. However, the future government 
dovs not intend to completely sweep away the CAP 
because, legally speaking, it would be France's signature 
which was then repudiated. 


In order to avoid such a break, the Brussels Commission 
has let it bry known to those who still form the opposition 
for a few more days, that France should receive 43 
billion francs [Fr] as against Fr35 billion in 1992 under 
the CAP. Will that be enough to calm things down? 
Nothing is less certain, because the coming presidential 
election has not yet been won.... 


For the UPF, the precondition for any agricultural 
settlement depends on the adoption of fundamental 
national measures. This concerns the launch of a pact for 
the rural world and agriculture, including a reduction in 
taxation and welfare contributions. At the same time, 
according to the UPF, it would be appropriate to develop 
investment, diversify outlets and activities, and 
encourage aid for communications. But, above all—this 
is Jacques Chirac’s old idea—the aim is to adopt a 
framework law on agriculture which should be adopted 
in the fall session. The former prime minister also still 
attaches great importance to the restoration of a “big 
cooperation conference” with representative profes- 
sional organizations—a principle abandoned by the 
Socialist governments. 


It is only after having successfully carried out this major 
reorganization, the future leaders suggest, that France 
will be able to envisage some possible “flexibility” with 
regard to the CAP and GATT. 


However, what will the industrialists think of this intran- 
sigence? On various occasions over recent months. 
people have spoken out, especially in the National 
Council of French Employers through Ernest- Antoine 
Seillieres, one of its vice presidents, to demand that the 
agricultural issue—the source of the deadlock—be sepa- 
rated from the other aspects of GATT. It is true that the 
other issues are also major ones. They include the big 
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industrial issues, especially textiles, automobiles, aero- 
nautics, and computers. But the problem of services— 
banks, insurance companies—and that of intellectual 
property must also find a rapid settlement faced with the 
protectionist positions defended by the new Clinton 
administration. 


Behind these problems, left outstanding since the last big 
Punta del Este negotiation in 1986, however, a ques- 
tioning of the very spirit which led to the creation of 
GATT after the war is gradually emerging: The very 
notion of free trade is being increasingly demolished. 


If, for some economists, like those of the IMF or World 
Bank, the complete freeing of world trade is a universal 
growth factor, for others it is still profoundly unjust in 
that totally open borders, in their view, dramatically 
unbalance national economic structures and cause enor- 
mous social problems. 


Although they are theoretically in agreement on helping 
the developing countries, the big industrialized coun- 
tries, which are all experiencing serious employment 
problems, no longer intend to make things easy for Asia, 
which is the only region experiencing record growth 
thanks in particular to the revenue procured for them by 
the shifting of locations in the Western world. 


Fishermen Detain UK Navy Ship 


AU2803190193 Paris AFP in English 1846 GMT 28 
Mar 93 


[Text] Cherbourg, France, March 28 (AFP)}—French 
fishermen held a British Navy vessel in port here for 
several hours Sunday, after boarding it following a 
dispute with British fishing inspectors. 


The incident began Sunday morning, in a dispute 
between French fishermen and British fishing inspectors 
in the waters between the Channel Islands and the 
northern French coast. 


According to a coastguard source, the incident happened 
after a French vessel was asked to accompany British 
vessels to a port on the British Channel island of 
Guernsey, but refused to and headed for Cherbourg. 


At about 3 p.m. French fishermen boarded the HMS 
Blazer, of the British auxiliary fleet, which was on 
routine manoeuvres around Cherbourg, and sailed it 
into the outer port at Cherbourg, sources at the scene 
said. 


The vessel was released shortly before 7 p.m. Sunday. 


Speaking a press conference, a Cherbourg city official, 
Henry Feral, said this “very serious accident in the 
history of relations between the two countries is intoler- 
able.” 
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A similar incident happened on Friday afternoon, when 
two Channel Islands fishing inspectors were taken on 
board a vessel from the French port of Barneville- 
Carteret. 


In that incident the inspectors were taken back to 
Guernsey several hours later by a French sea police 
vessel. 


The French Navy vessel the Coriandre will be on patrol 
in the area where the incidents took place Friday and 
Sunday, official sources said. 


* Report on Constitutional Reform Proposals 
93ES04824 Paris LE MONDE in French 5 Mar 93 p 4 


[Article by P. H. Desaubliaux: “Francois Mitterrand 
Maintains 7-Year Term—Council of State Hesitant on 
Abrogation of Article 16") 


[Text] The Beregovoy government's antepenultimate 
Council of Ministers meeting, to be held Wednesday [10 
March] at the Elysee, will have to come to a decision on 
the reform of the Constitution. Launched last November 
by the president of the Republic, and based in part on the 
work of the advisory committee presided by its doyen 
Georges Vedel, it will propose more than a simple 
“sprucing-up™ of the basic law, which was adopted by a 
referendum 35 years ago. The major objectives of the 
proposed reform, as laid down by Francois Mitterrand, 
are, on the one hand, “to correct the imbalance of 
powers”—those of the head of state, of the government, 
and of Parliament—and on the other, to “strengthen the 
rights of the citizen.” 


Given its scope, this reform clearly has a general political 
dimension. It is also not devoid of aims arising from the 
circumstances of the moment. In less than two weeks the 
first round of the legislative elections will take place, and 
within less than a month “cohabitation” will have begun. 


Mitterrand’'s proposed reform package will present many 
similarities to the Vedel committee's 41 proposals, but it 
will include several original features of form and con- 
tent. 


There will be not one, but two, indeed three bills of law. 
Why three? Does the president want to have three irons 
in the fire? Or is it for the purpose of distributing the risk 
of failure? One of the bills will relate essentially to the 
Organization of the government. The second and third 
will be more political in nature, and will more directly 
concern the rights and guaranties of the citizen. These, in 
the view of the head of state, could present a certain 
urgency and hence fall within the purview of the future 
“cohabitation.” 


These rights and guaranties of the citizen are stipulated 
in Titles VII to X of the Constitution. Title VII deals 
with the Constitutional Council. Here, the reform would 
introduce the “Badinter proposal,” which Francois Mit- 
terrand tried in vain to have enacted by Parliament in 
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1990. This proposal would enable a person awaiting trial 
to appeal to the Constitutional Council for a ruling on 
such provision(s) in the existing legislation as he or she 
could claim violated his or her fundamental human 
rights. This appeal would not be direct, but rather by way 
of a referral by the Council of State, the Court of 
Cassation, or any jurisdiction not subordinate to either 
of these authorities. 


Title VIII, headed “On the Independence of the Magis- 
tracy,” would have as its principal modification the 
composition of the Higher Council of the Magistracy. 
This body would no longer be led almost exclusively by 
the president of the Republic. It would consist of five 
magistrates who are members of the bar. and four 
dignitaries who are not members of the bar and are 
designated by the presidents of the Chambers of the 
National Assembly, the Constitutional Council, and the 
Council of State. 


“Ludicrous” 


The present Title IX deals with the High Court. This 
Title would be divided in two. The new Title IX would 
place the High Court within the purview of the president 
of the Republic alone “in case of high treason.” The new 
Title X, headed “On the Criminal Responsibility of 
Members of the Government,” would institute a court of 
justice for crimes and unlawful actions by government 
ministers. This court, on which parliamentary jurors 
would sit, would no longer be convened by Parliament. 
as in the case of the present High Court, but by the 
attorney general of the Court of Cassation. 


The second bill would modify Article 11, which deals 
with the organization of a referendum to ratify a treaty 
or modify the organization of the government. The 
reform would, on the one hand, enlarge the province of 
the referendum to include public freedoms, and on the 
other hand, revoke the present monopoly held by the 
president of the Republic as the sole authority empow- 
ered by the Constitution to initiate a referendum. 


The Vedel committee’s suggestion favoring a “minority- 
initiated referendum” was not endorsed by the Council 
of State last week. It would have provided that a bill of 
law could be submitted to referendum, under the Con- 
stitution, if it received the support of one-fifth of the 
members of Parliament and of one-tenth of the country’s 
registered voters. The Council of State also turned down 
the government's amendment in favor of a referendum 
that would simply be “initiated by the people,” hence 
without parliamentary intervention. 


The third bill would abrogate Article 16 on special 
powers in the event of an exceptionally grave crisis; that 
is, One imperiling the legitimate functioning of the 
institutions. Francois Mitterrand appears to have made 
this reform a fixation. It was unanimously criticized by 
the opposition, and even characterized as “ludicrous” by 
doyen Vedel. 
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The Council of State—which it must be remembered is 
actually the “council of government” [Council of Min- 
isters, or Cabinet] but which is convened only in an 
advisory capacity—turned down this proposed abroga- 
tion out of hand. on the premise that it could prevent the 
president from fulfilling his or her constitutional respon- 
sibilities, and specifically those stipulated in Article 5: 
“The president of the Republic oversees compliance 
with the Constitution. He ensures, as arbiter, the legiti- 
mate functioning of the government and the continuity 
of the state.” 


This text would contain the various measures, proposed 
by the Vedel committee and amended as they might 
eventually be, designed to bring the legislative and 
executive powers into better balance. 


And as to the duration of the presidential term? The bill, 
as submitted to the Council of State, contains no modi- 
fication of Article 6, the first sentence of which is as 
follows: “The president of the Republic is elected for 
seven years by direct universal suffrage.” The bill does 
not even take up the Vedel committee's suggestion that 
would end the presidential term on |5 March of the 
seventh year following the election,” as if the question 
has become taboo. 


“On this question, between a seven-year and a five-year 
term, renewable or nonrenewable. there is no consen- 
sus,” said the Keeper of the Seals [French Minister of 
Justice] Michel Vauzelle. who had just presented the 
main points of the bill to the Council of State. ““There- 
fore, this reform does not address it.” 


Seven-Year Term 


The minister of justice argued that, on the issue of the 
presidential term, the wise men of the advisory com- 
mittee had not been able. any more than had the political 
leaders, to perceive an agreement “that does not exist, 
not even in the country.” “The issue was therefore set 
aside,” Mr Vauzelle concluded. 


The reduction of the presidential term to five years 
figured among the 101 proposals advanced by candidate 
Mitterrand in 1981. In 1988. in his “Letter to All the 
French,” the head of state. a candidate to succeed 
himself, indicated that he was not opposed to a five-year 
term, on condition that a consensus could be reached 
among all the political organizations. 


What is the future of these reform bills likely to be? If 
approved the day after tomorrow by the government, 
they will immediately be introduced in the Senate. And 
then? They will have to follow the procedure prescribed 
by the present Article 89, which deals with revisions of 
the Constitution. This procedure calls for: A vote in the 
Senate, and, on the same terms, in the Assembly (the 
next one), then ratification. either by referendum or by 
the Versailles Congress [a special meeting of the French 
Parliament convened in Versailles solely and specifically 
to deal with revisions of the Constitution]. 
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For completion of this procedure, the sine qua non is 
that there be four-way agreement among the president of 
the Republic, the government, the Senate, and the 
Assembly. As of today, that agreement does not exist. 
Who can tell at what point, if ever, it may exist 
tomorrow? 


* Studies Show 1992 Rise in Crime, Delinquency 


93ES0482B Paris LE MONDE in French 4 Mar 93 
pill 


[Article by E. In.: “Delinquency and Crime Rose 2.3 
Percent in 1992"'] 


[Text] With 3,829,497 offenses and crimes recorded in 
1992 by the Police and Gendarmerie services, official 
statistics show that the insecurity index rose 2.3 percent 
with respect to 1991 (3,744,112 recorded crimes), 
according to a statement released by the Interior and 
Defense Ministries. Commenting on these figures on 
RTL [Luxembourg Radio Broadcasting and Television 
System], on Tuesday, 2 March, Mr Paul Quiles, minister 
of interior and public security, expressed his gratifica- 
tion with “this containment of the rise” in 1992, after 
the 7.2 percent increases in 1991, and 6.9 percent in 
1990. 


It must be noted, however, that the December 1991 law 
that decriminalizes writing bad checks removed | 20,000 
cases straightaway from the 1992 statistics. This applied 
an automatic decrease estimated at around 2 percentage 
points to the crime figures, which, in terms of constant 
indicators, would thus be around 4.5 percent. 
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Robberies and assaults on property, as well as economic 
and financial crimes, always make up the major part (89 
percent) of the cases recorded. The rise of violations 
involving cars and two-wheeled vehicles has continued 
(+ 10 percent in 1992). These comprise the main source 
of increase in the total number of crimes, amounting to 
around 43 percent of the total crimes and offenses. The 
Statistical rise 1s also owing to the heightened activity of 
the services in the fight against drugs and illegal immi- 
gration, reflected in respective rises of 7 and 21 percent 
in recorded cases in these two sectors. 


Crimes against persons again represent a very m:nimal 
part (3.8 percent) of total violations. Nevertheless, this 
category, which in particular registers physical attacks 
and rapes, rose 2.9 percent in 1992. 


Homicides decreased by more than 2 percent. Geograph- 
ically, “it is to be noted that |! regions out of 21, and 52 
departments, posted a decrease in crime in 1992,” the 
ministries’ report points out. On the whole, however, 
three-quarters of the recorded cases continue to be 
concentrated in the 27 departments that are the most 
urbanized. 


The report states: “France, with a crime rate of 65.8 
(cases) per 1,000 inhabitants, continues in a more favor- 
able position than its neighbours, namely, Germany with 
66.5 per 1,000 inhabitants and, especially, the United 
Kingdom with 110.8 per 1,000. Thus, a downward trend 
similar to that noted in 1984, which preceded four 
consecutive years of decline in the crime rate, seems to 
be setting in.” 
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Reportage on Romanian Foreign Minister 
Melescanu's Visit 


Meets With President, Senate Speaker 
AU2503203293 Bucharest ROMPRES in English 
1901 GMT 25 Mar 93 


[Text] Bucharest ROMPRES, 25/3/1993—On an official 
visit in Rome, the Romanian minister of foreign affairs, 
Teodor Melescanu, was received Thursday, March 25, 
by the Italian president, Oscar Luigi Scalfaro and by the 
speaker of the Senate, Giovanni Spadolini. 


Minister Melescanu spoke with the speaker of the Senate 
about the ties between Romania and Italy and the 
situation in Central Europe. Romania's prospects of 
association to EEC were examined on the occasion. 


The Romanian foreign minister also said that he wanted 
to thank Italy for having backed Romania's integration 
in European bodies. One of the main purposes of his 
visit in Italy, added Mr. Melescanu, is to learn the 
opimon of Italian leading figures about the current 
developments in former Yugoslavia and Russia. 


Meets With Foreign Minister Colombo 


AU 2603182393 Rome ANSA in English 1012 GMT 
26 Mar 93 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, March 25—Ways and means for 
(?furthering) the democratic process in Romania on the 
transition to a market economy there were discussed in 
Rome today by Foreign Minister Emilio Colombo and 
his Romanian counterpart, Teodor Melescanu. who also 
touched on the sensitive situation in Moscow and 
(ongoing) hostilities in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Colombo noted that Italy 1s broadening its relations with 
Romania as a result of what was described as the revival 
of democratic life in that nation and the pursuit in 
Bucharest of a foreign policy line which ts “very close” to 


European foreign policy. 


The move away from a centrally-planned economy has 
not yet reached in (?Romania the level attained) in such 
ex-Warsaw Pact countries as Hungary. Poland and the 
Czech Republic. The government intends to forcefully 
continue in this direction to seek greater integration in 
Europe. Melescanu told the (?Italians). 


In February, Romania signed an agreement with the 
European Community to step up economic and political 
relations between the two sides. In this connection, the 
visiting minister thanked Colombo for Italian support 
for Romanian integration in the European (structures). 
[words indistinct} status with the Council of Europe. 


On the (bilateral) level, Italy heads the list of foreign 
investors in Romania and boosted exports to the country 
last year by 92 percent. Italy is also in second place among 
countries whose industries have established mixed business 
ventures with some 2.000 now registered. 
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Last year, the Italian balance of trade with Romania 
showed a surplus of 108.75 million dollars. 


In the international sphere, Colombo said the two 
nations’ positions on the power struggle in Russia are 
“identical” and recalled that Italy and the entire West 
have strong:y reiterated their support for democratic 
reform in that nation. 


Italy [words indistinct] werk hand in hand to contribute 
to ending fighting in ex-Yugoslavia, an issue which also 
figures heavily into Romania's relations with other 
Balkan states. 


Earlier today, Melescanu met head of state Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro and Senate Speaker Giovann: Spadolini. 


Received by Pope John Paul II 


AU 2703133093 Bucharest ROMPRES in English 
1584 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] Bucharest ROMPRES, 26/3/1993—During his 
official visit to Italy, Romania's Foreign Minister 
Teodor Melescanu was received by Pope John Paul I! at 
the Vatican Palace. The pontiff of the Catholic Church 
manifested interest in the political, economic, social and 
denominational processes in Romania and in the phase 
reached in the drafting of the denominations law. 


Teodor Melescanu stressed the necessity to intensify the 
relations between Romania and the Vatican. as states. 
with the purpose of accelerating Romania's integration 
in the European structures. 


The sides exchanged detailed views on the situation in 
Yugoslavia and the Russian Federation. 


In connection with the developments in Yugoslavia. the 
Romanian foreign minister made a presentation of 
Romania's actions in compliance with the embargo on 
the Danube. 


His Sanctity the Pope expounded the reasons for which 
the Holy See recognised Bosnia-Hercegovina as a state 


Pope John Pope II expressed his interest in visiting 
Romania in reply to the invitation issued last year by 
Romania's President lon Ihescu. 


Article Notes ‘Collapse’ of Amato's Popularity 
Rating 


Y3ESO04984A Milan PANORAMA in Italian 2! Mar 923 
pp 52-55 


{Article by Renzo Rosati: “The Case Against Amato” | 
[Text] Parliament supports him, the people accuse him 


From monetary policy to the “whitewash” on financing 
parties, from health services to failed privatizations Theos 
are the charges against him 
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Only 14 Italians out of 100 still have confidence in Giuliano 
Amato's government. That level would prove to be unac- 
ceptable in Germany, Great Britain, or France where it 1s 
Statistically demonstrated that governments tend to resign 
when popularity goes below 30 percent. And that it would 
create serious institutional problems in the United States. 
where Jimmy Carter's experience was considered finished 
when his index went down to 40. 


The result comes from a poll carried out by the CIRM 
{Italian Center for Market Research] on behalf of PAN- 
ORAMA between Tuesday, 9 March, and Wednesday. 
10 March, the day after the president of the Republic. 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, reyec:ed the unfortunate decree on 
party financing. Thus, it was not only the chief of state 
who rejected what until yesterday [20 March] was con- 
sidered his favorite creature. And it was not only mem- 
bers of Parliament and the students of Bocconi Univer- 
sity who booed Amato. Nor was it only the industrialists 
who set aside. as they did at the Confindustria meeting of 
Thursday, |! March, an executive whom they had sup- 
ported throughout all his troubles. It was the nation that 
wanted to send away that same Amato from whom 11 had 
accepted one of the most mgorous economic operations 
of the postwar period. the reduction of pensions and 
health services and the elimination of the sliding scale. 
The wise and clever politician who had characterized 
himself as “the last of the old and the first of the new,” 
had fallen off the tightrope, plunging headlong amongst 
the old. The professor, who can express himself correctly 
in English, and who was, until now, never touched by the 
scandals unearthed by the Clean Hands investigation. is 
the first innocent victim of Payoff City. An infernal 
machine that devours the old, corrupt establishment 
and. along with it, the few presentable faces for ferrying 
the country toward a still unknown future. 


On the other hand, on Wednesday, 10 March. after having 
confronted the Senate uproar, Amato himself proudly 
announced he was giving up politics and returning to 
university activities. “In a day, in a month or more,” he was 
again saying. “I have already discussed it with my wife, 
Diana, and it 1s certainly not a heroic choice: it is not 
dictated by bitterness, but by my conviction that in Italy. 
too, as in all advanced democracies, one must put an end to 
the eternal mandarins of politics. Only with us does one 
remain a politician for life, while the President of the 
United States stays at the most eight years. It is very 
important to have an alternate profession.” 


Wise words. But who knows whether Professor Amato. who 
studied and taught in America. did not also remember the 
rule that 1s at the base of Anglo-Saxon democracies: One 
does not govern if one 1s not the repository of an acceptable 
measure of citizens’ confidence. 


Certainly Scalfaro was the one who took the greatest 
possible account of that principle. According to what 
PANORAMA ascertained. on Friday, 5 March the 
Quirinale [presidential palace} was. in fact. perfectly 
aware that the government had inserted the decree on 
reform of financing parties into the packet of measures 
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for getting out of Payoff City. But at a crucial moment, 
having to choose between sacrifice of the government 
and collective suicide by the institutions, he decided one 
must save at least one point of reference for an ever more 
disconcerted public opinion, and this point of reference 
could only be the presidency of the Republic. 


Backstage activities during those wrenching hours reveal 
that. in the government. Justice Minister Giovanni Conso 
came out against the choice of the decree-law. Then, so did 
Christian Democrats Piero Barucc:. Nino Andreatta, Rosa 
Russo Jervolino. and the Socialist Carlo Ripa di Meana. 
Amato had objected that. “All the parties of the majority, 
beginning with the DC. are asking us for a decree. We also 
urgently need to update fiscal legislation, to allow reduc- 
tions for payments to the parties. And the Quirinale has 
been informed that it 1s a decree.” 


But who was informed”? “Since Scalfaro was in Belgium. 
surely it was Gaetano Gifuni, general secretary of the 
presidency of the Republic. who was receiving the texts 
of the measures as they were being developed. Naturally. 
Gifuni in his turn reported to the president.” an author- 
itative Socialist minister said. An equally authoritative 
Christian Democrat minister, who has a personal. direct 
line with Scalfaro, added: “At the beginning. Amato was 
furious with the majority leaders, whom he more or less 
characterized as traitors, and he was also embittered by 
the president's decision. Then. in two long conversations 
on Sunday {7 March] and on Tuesday. 9 March. he 
understood the meaning of the Quirinale’s decision. 
Scafaro explained to him that 1 was indispensable to 
maintain citizens’ faith in at least one of the country’s 
great institutions. He added that while governments 
come and go. the presidency of the Republic remains in 
charge for seven years. In a word. an appeal to reasons of 
State in the most noble sense.” 


And what was the device chosen to block the decree that 
would have collided with one of the referendums of 18 
April? A Socialist minister said. “ Amato might have pointed 
out that recently the Quirinale had promulgated without 
objections another decree touching on referendum matters. 
the one abolishing the Minisiry of State Participations. He 
did not do so because. in the end. he was sincerely con- 
vinced that Scalfaro could not do otherwise 


Did the prime minister thus decide on an act of self- 
sacrifice? Not exactly. consulering the language with 
which he reminded the majority and the opposition of 
their own responsibilitics. “The government cannot be 
treated like a spitoon.” he sand. turned mainly toward the 
DC. “One cannot continue with the habit of private 
invitations to remain and publu exhortations to leave.” 
he added. referring to the PIS [Democratic Party of the 
Left}. And yet that burst of prude does not obliterate the 
fact summarized by Screws Romany. tormer ambassador 
and now editorialist of | \ SEAMPA: “Bowing to the 
demands coming to him trom hes party and trom other 
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Parties, in a few hours Amato destroyed that capital of 
impartiality he had managed to accumulate in recent 
months.” 


Impartiality? Extraneousness? Probably. But at a time 
when everyone considers the government to be finished, 
it 1s fair to emphasize another of Amato's characteristics. 
which is a remarkable—perhaps excessive—tendency to 
contradict himself. Here are a few examples: On 8 July 
1992. when announcing the imminent economic opera- 
tion, the prime munister said: “1 make a commitment on 
one matter. I shall not touch savings, which are sacred.” 
Forty-eight hours later he collected six per thousand on 
the bank deposits of Italians. On 13 July, he announced 
the transformation of public agencies into superhold- 
ings, lauding that innovation to newspayers and to 
bankers of half the world. Two weeks passea, and his 
superholdings were ignominiously set aside in favor of a 
different order. “Fortunately, we discovered in time the 
errors we may have committed.” But the most sensa- 
tional episode concerns the lira devaluation. For the 
whole summer of 1992, Amato swore the money would 
be defended to the last ditch. In a televised appeal on 4 
September, he promised that, “Speculators will break 
their claws.” On 12 September, the lira was devalued by 
7 percent relative to the mark, but Amato tried to 
present this Caporetto [catastrophic defeat in World War 
I] as half a victory. “We forced the Bundesbank to reduce 
its discount rate.” Shortly after that the lira left the EMS 
[European monetary system] while the dollar took off. 
This time, Amato explained, “I admit it, I lied to the 
Italians; | knew | was doing so.” 


A prime minister who lies to the country and says so? “In 
certain democracies of Puritan tradition that would have 
been enough to provoke an immediate rejection,” 
observed Senator Gino Giugni, one of the Socialists 
whom Amato most respects. “But sometimes in 
Giuliano, the prejudice-free scholar prevails, who says, 
‘children, let me work’.” A determination that in effect 
allowed the prime minister to do in a few months what 
others had postponed for years. He brought to a suc- 
cessful conclusion an economic operation of more than 
90 trillion. He started dismantling the welfare state that 
was the principal source of agreement for majority and 
opposition. He reduced public industry, dismissing 
dozens of boyars. He maintained his distance from 
political parties. 


And public opinion had supported him despite his harsh 
economic measures. In August 1992, he had an approval! 
of 43 percent, a record in Italy. In October, it was still 34 
percent. The collapse began in February: 31, 22, and 
finally 14 percent. Today, in response to the CIRM poll 
question, “In what sectors has the Amato government 
done best?” A percentage of 28.8 said “in no sector,” and 
another 27.5 percent were unable to answer. Thus, 56 
percent found it hard to attribute msiit to the govern- 
ment. Then, 15.4 percent recognize that Amato has 
worked well on the scandals discovered by the Clean 
Hands, and 12.5 percent concede that he fought to curb 
the public debt. Who knows if Giuliano Amato, who is a 
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stranger to Payoff City, is thinking of what he said on the 
10 October 1992 television broadcast Jialy Inquires by 
Gianni Letta. “Corruption is a collective tragedy that 
places in doubt the legitimation of some persons to ask 
people for sacrifices.” 





Do You Have Confidence In The Amato Government At 











This Time? (in percentages) 
No 60 
Yes 14 
Don't Know 26 











Who Among These Individuals Might Replace Amato? 
(in percentages) 





Marco Panella 
Mano Segni 
Umberto Boss: 
Giovanni Spadolin: 
Giorgio Napolitano 
Romano Prod: 
Others 

No Opinion 
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In Which of These Sectors Has the Amato Government 
Done Worst? (in percentages) 

Health 37 

Social Security 

Economy 

Payoff City 

Public Debt 

Labor-Management Relations 

Italy's Image 

Foreign Policy 
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Party Autonomy 





Everything 16 
None of the Above | 
Don't Know 15 














PSI’s Benvenuto on Bases for New Government 


PM 2603084493 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
23 Mar 93 pil 


[Interview with Italian Socialist Party Secretary Giorgio 
Benvenuto by Stefano Marroni in Rome; date not given] 


[Excerpt] Rome—{introductory passage omitted] [Mar- 
ronij Was the preponderance of names from the nomen- 
klatura within the Executive Committee not a defeat? 


[Benvenuto] | do not feel defeated. The PSI [Italian 
Socialist Party] is what it is, and it would have been 
unrealistic to think of resolving problems of many years’ 
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standing at a stroke: | am not a providential leader. The 
Socialist plant is sick, but it has solid roots: We need to 
Carry out grafts. I am doing this: The Executive Com- 
mittee includes all the people | wanted, in order to ferry 
the PSI from the old to the new. 


{Marroni] Is it not a burden to have so many leaders 
under investigation? 


[Benvenuto] The decision that people who have been 
indicted must automatically relinquish their posts is not 
a new one. Nobody else has adopted it. And frankly, I do 
not believe that a party's discredit among the population 
is measured on the basis of whether this or that indi- 
vidual is in the Executive Committee... Having said that, 
there definitely will have to be a leap forward. But in 
order to achieve that, I need a congress. 


{Marroni] You do not seem enthusiastic about the prospect... 


[Benvenuto] That is true. I feared the prospect of a 
congress right away, I feared a head-on collision. Now, 
however, there is great unity on the policy line. Of 
course., there are differing tendencies. But we are ready 
for the congress. We must set to work right away in order 
to hold it before the end of the year... 


{Marroni] That is a lot of work... 


[Benvenuto] Certainly. We need to reorganize the issue 
of membership cards in order to get rid of the people 
who control the membership system. Then we must 
amend the party constitution. We must build a PSI that 
is subject to strong regulations and democratic, but also 
flexible and able to adapt to the contours society; a 
federative PSI that periiits of collective membership, 
too. But the key issue is t* + policy line. 


{[Marroni] In what way? 


[Benvenuto] For many years we proceeded by dint of 
tactical options and pursued a zigzag line. Now we must 
set our options within a strategy. We have sided dect- 
sively with the referendum, an electoral law that will 
facilitate the formation of a progressive alignment 
broader than the traditional left. But that is not enough. 
The left cannot survive unless it returns among the 
people, unless it takes action on the social front. 


{Marroni] A new priority... 


[Benvenuto] Yes, but the priority now is to get out of the 
bunker. We must learn again how to engage in dialogue, 
to debate. It will not be easy, but we must succeed. We 
must concern ourselves less with power and more with in 
the actual problems. This applies to the whole of the left, 
and not just the PSI. | would not want [Democratic Party 
of the Left (PDS) Secretary General] Occhetto to make 
the same mistake as [former PSI Secretary] Craxi—to 
think that one party's crisis benefits another. That was 
not true for the PSI, and it is not true for the PDS, either. 
And we are in the midst of the murky situation that 
would not permit it. 
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{[Marroni] Why do you say “murky”? 


[Benvenuto] The threats to the country are there for all to 
see. We have Amato, and I do not want any leaps in the dark 
or any traumatic crises. But clearly, without a broader 
parliamentary and social base, he is not in a position to do 
what is necessary. [Christian Democratic Party Secretary] 
Martinazzoli’s proposal of a “yes” [referendum vote] gov- 
ernment interests me. The solution to the kickbacks system 
is not a decree: It is reform, the ability to resolve the Italian 
people's problems. In the coming months we will find 
ourselves facing a huge number of economic issues that 
must be approached in the right way. Unless we give the 
right answer to the question “who will pay?” and unless we 
tackle the unemployment problem, [Italian Social Move- 
ment leader] Fini and [Northern League leader] Bossi will 
rally more and more people in the streets. And we risk a 
Russian-type situation in which everything and everyone 
will be overwhelmed. We need a turnabout: The decline in 
Amato’s popularity began with the authorization law on 
health... 


{Marroni] In other words, Mr. Amato's days are num- 
bered... 


[Benvenuto] It is not a matter of bringing Mr. Amato 
down. It is just that we cannot wait for Godot. [Presi- 
dent] Scalfaro is right when he calls for alternatives to 
this government. So let us sit round a table and talk. 
Right away, however, without awaiting first 18 April 
[referendum, date] and then who knows what date. The 
“conditions” set by Occhetto are a useful but insufficient 
basis for a dialogue. 


[Marroni] Do you have in mind a second Amato govern- 
ment? 


[Benvenuto] The power to appoint the prime minister is 
now more than ever the responsibility of the chief of 
state. The parties’ job is not to nominate a prime 
minister but to put forward a government policy. And 
quickly. 


{Marroni] In order to avert a coup, as Cossiga said? 


[Benvenuto] Tension is certainly high in the country. But 
I do not envisage a coup d'etat—and not just because of 
the Armed Forces’ loyalty, of which I am convinced. I 
envisage a profound social split, a jacquerie-type atmo- 
sphere. What [League founder] Miglio is saying does 
have some basis in the feelings of part of the country; the 
middle classes are restless, and the working class feels 
insecure. The risk is of a disintegration, the anger that 
follows frustration. | am not telling the PDS and the 
PSDI [Italian Social Democratic Party] to drop their 
aloofness; but the cause of the survival of democracy 
must draw us closer together. 


{Marroni] The PSI is currently aligned in support of the 
“yes” vote. Are you no longer afraid of the “strong powers”? 
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[Benvenuto] I am not afraid of a reform that will 
simplify political representation. Italian society now is 
very well organized and manages to express itself 
through channels other than parliament. Of course, there 
must be a good reform; we must guarantee an end to 
associationalism and the certainty that investiture by the 
people entails full power of government, without 
prompting the traumas that I envisage in a plain single- 
candidate system. I am in favor of a two-round system, 
with a reasonable degree of proportional correction: This 
seems to me the best way to facilitate aggregations, 
without crushing the minorities. 


{[Marroni] Not everyone in the PSI thinks the same way 
as you... 


[Benvenuto] The “no” vote expresses anxieties that must 
not be diabolized and that must be taken into account. 
But I see the “no™ front stuck in the past: I am looking 
ahead to the year 2000, while they, at best, are stuck in 
1900. In order to open a new chapter there must be a 
victory for the “yes” votle—and a large victory. But it 
would be useful to discuss now what is to be done after, 
and to work right away toward a balanced solution. 
[Referendum, movement leader] Segni is wrong to 
express radical stances. 


{Marroni] What are you referring to? 


[Benvenuto] For one thing, the risk of strengthening 
those who cite an attempt to eliminate the minor forces, 
or at least those forces that cannot be included in the 
main alignments: The aim must be to ensure rotation, 
but while always taking account of the Italian situation. 
This is why | am not convinced by the British system. 
Segni is also wrong to set the objective of dismantling the 
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parties. We need new parties—leaner, vital parties based 
ON projects, not On party apparatus. But parties never- 
theless. We do not need to return to the Italy of the 
notables, when the outcome of elections was determined 


by the prefects.... 


Poll of Voting Intentions Shows Radicals as 
‘Fourth Force 


PM2503 141293 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
24 Mar 93 p § 


(Unattributed report: “Opinion Poll: If Elections Were He'd 
Today, Pannella’s List Would Be Fourth With 8 Percent] 


[Text] Rome—What would happen if elections were held 
today under the old proportional system? According to an 
opinion poll commissioned by the weekly magazine 
FAMIGLIA CRISTIANA, Marco Pannella’s Radicals 
would become the country’s fourth force with 8 percent, 
behind the DC [Christian Democratic Party] which would 
lose 7.7 percent, the PDS [Democratic Party of the left] 
which would remain stationary, and the Northern League 
which would double its votes to reach 15 percent. The PSI 
{Italian Socialist Party] would fall to 4.3 percent, and the 
MSI [Italian Social Movement] would gain, while Commu- 
nist Renaissance would drop slightly. 


In the center, the PRI [Italian Republican Party] would be 
halved, the PLI [Italian Liberal Party] and the PSD! [Italian 
Social Democratic Party] would drop, and Leoluca 
Orlando's Rete would obtain 5.2 percent, while blank or 
void ballot slips would not be more than 8.7 percent. 
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PCP Views Yeltsin's Measures as 
‘Unconstitutional’ 

LD2203180993 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1700 GMT 22 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] The [Portuguese] Communist Party [PCP] has 
decided not to take a stance regarding the situation in 
Moscow, for now it is a question of waiting to see what 
happens in the next few days. Ana Rodrigues reports. 


[Rodrigues] The PCP is not saying much regarding the 
latest developments in Russia. Octavio Teixeira merely 
stated that Yelts‘n is implementing measures considered 
to be unconstitutional and anti- democratic. If this 
happens, he added, be it Russia or elsewhere in the 
world, ibe PCP has to disagree. [passage omitted on 
upcoming Portuguese local elections] 


Country's Extensive Arms Sales Viewed 


93ESO0489A Lisbon SEMANARIO in Portuguese 
6 Mar 93 pp 34-37 


[Article by Jose Vegar and Luis Villalobos: “Portuguese 
Arms: Selling Well Without Regard for Buyers”) 


[Text] Portugal may not have a large volume of arms 
sales, but the fact is that it sells extensively. The G-3 
automatic rifle and ammunition are the products most in 
demand. Iran, Iraq, Bolivia, Togo, and Zaire are a few of 
the clients. Angola, Mozambique, and Lebanon also have 
made purchases. 


The year 1986 is the best example for indicating arms 
exports by Portugal and, at the same time, for under- 
standing the operation of this particular business. 


The Iran-Iraq war, which was then reaching one of its peaks 
of intensity, gave arms manufacturers the world over, 
ranging from those in the United States to those in the 
USSR at the time, as well as the European countries, an 
opportunity to achieve some of their largest contracts ever. 


Portugal did not let that market escape. During that year 
alone, the state enterprise, INDEP [National Defense 
Industries}, exported weapons to Iran worth 4.317206 
million contos. The materiel exported could not have 
been more diversified: HK-21 machine guns, ammuni- 
tion for 60 and 81 mm mortars, and ammunition for the 
105 mm howitzer. 


Moreover, the now defunct Ociras Foundry supplied 
Iran with mortar ammunition, on this occasion, at a 
price of 2 million contos. 


Iraq had recourse to Portugal as well. It selected 
COMETNA [expansion unknown], another state enterprise 
which is no longer manufacturing weaponry now, for the 
purchase of aerial bombs worth |.055785 million contos. 


Finally (because when there is a conflict in a region, the 
neighboring countries attempt to arm themselves as 
heavily as possible), EXTRA (Trafaria Explosives), an 
enterprise acquired by SPEL [Portuguese Explosives 
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Company, Inc.] in 1992, sold 175 and 203 mm howitzer 
ammunition worth 3.877370 million contos to Syria. 


The total value of Portuguese arms exports during 1986: 
12.699206 million contos. It was the bes: year ever. 


According to a study made by Richard Grimmett from 
the U.S. Congress's National Defense Research Service, 
during the period 1983-86, Iraq purchased weapons 
worth $26 billion, holding the status of the Third Worid 
country making the most purchases. Iran, on the other 
hand, spent nearly $7 billion. The same researcher found 
that in 1986 the ex-USSR was the leading vendor to the 
Third World, with sales totaling $17 billion (approxi- 
mately 2.55 billion contos), followed by the U.S., with $6 
billion. France's sales totaled nearly $4 billion, those of 
the United Kingdom approached $3 billion, and those of 
Italy reached almost $545 million. 


Value of National Exports 


The conclusion, shared by government agencies and 
those in the “trade,” is summarized by a general, who 
remarks: “In 1986, INDEP sold the equivalent of half an 
+16 airplane. Portugal holds a very low position in the 
exporters’ rating, mainly because it does not produce 
heavy armament (ships, planes, tanks, or missiles), but 
also because it lacks the commercial and political clout 
for pushing its products.” 


This is a legitimate interpretation but one that has not 
prevented Portugal, with its dimensions, from following the 
rules of the market. This is demonstrated by its simulta- 
neous sales to Iran and Iraq when the two countries were at 
war. Admiral Cruz Junior, chairman of INDEP’s board of 
administration, has arrived at an opinion on the subject: 
“From an institutional standpoint, there is no established 
morality in this business.” In other words, sales are made to 
those requiring them, usually to countries wishing to rein- 
force their defense potential or those urgently in need of 
weaponry because they are involved in an armed conflict. In 
most instances, it is under the latter conditions that good 
deals are made. 


Similarly, Portugal has engaged in business all over the 
world with the products that it produces and markets (the 
G-3 automatic rifle, the HK-21 machine gun, the Browning 
pistol, and ammunition for mortars, machine guns, and 
pistols, as well as explosives). It has no preferential market 
segments, although the Middle East and Africa are the 
destinations of the largest volume of exports. 


From 1984 to 1989, Iran and Iraq were the leading 
clients. Whereas Iran purchased more mortar ammuni- 
tion, and Iraq aerial bombs, both countries went through 
the entire catalogue furnished by the Portuguese compa- 
nies: HK-21 and G-3 machine guns, ammunition for 
machine guns and howitzers, and spare parts. 
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As for Angola and Mozambique, although there is an 
unofficial agreemeni between the Portuguese Government 
and the industrial and commercial enterprises not to export 
arms to those countries, they have nevertheless submitted 
some orders. For example, in 1990, Intermecanica (a com- 
mercial enterprise) sold 65,000 G-3 spare parts to the 

Government for 244,000 contos. Moreover, in 
1989, INDEP closed a deal with the same government for 
the sale of 99,000 contos’ worth of G-3 ammunition. Were 
it not for the “political implication,” these would be insig- 
nificant transactions because, as of 1990 alone, Angola had 
been the nin ing arms purchaser in the Third World 
with purchases totaling $5 billion between 1987 and 1990. 


Business with Mozambique vas more voluminous. In 
1990, Indep sold 60 and 81 ram mortars: more exactly, 
8,000 mortars, for 48,000 <ontos. During 1988, Indep 
also sold 60 mm mortar arimunition for 23,000 contos. 
And it was again Indep which, in the now distant year of 
1984, closed a deal involving 111,000 contos for G-3 
machine guns and mortar ammunition sold to the 
Mozambican Government. The Portuguese enterprises 
clients may be divided between industrialized countries 
and so-called Third World nations. 


Secret Clients 


To the Third World countries, secrecy is the essence of 
business. Libya, a nation against which there is an interna- 
tional arms embargo, was a client of Nortel Importadora, a 
commercial enterprise that sold 64,000 contos’ worth of 8.8 
mm salvo ammunition to Qadhafi’s country. In 1988, the 
same enterprise sold howitzers adapted for salvo fire to 
Libya. According to General Cravo ¢ Silva, head of the 
General Directorate of Armament, an agency of the Defense 
Ministry authorizing arms exports, “Those exports took 
place because what was sold was materiel not useful for 
combat. Salvo fire is harmless, consisting merely of sacks of 
gunpowder useful only for making noise. It is generally used 
for celebrations.” Obviously, the Libyan Embassy in Lisbon 
did not even respond to the countless requests for an 
explanation. 


However, this is no exception. Bolivia, with an internal 
guerrilla movement, not to mention the drug traffickers’ 
private armies, is another good client of the national 
industries. During 1992, it purchased a total of 174,000 
contos’ worth of G-3 and HK-21 machine guns; and, in 
1991, it bought the same types of weapons, spending 
another 159,000 contos. Several contacts made at the 
South American country’s embassy in Paris—because 
there is no Bolivian mission in Portugal—brought no 
results. The ambassador was never available. 


The Chileans spoke through the press adviser at their 
embassy in Lisbon. Having purchased basically ammu- 
nition for light weapons and mortars since 1984, they 
claim: “Those transactions have been made through 
private contacts that cannot be confirmed. However, the 
purchases are generally for the army.” 


Only Turkey and Pakistan agreed to be more explicit. 
Turkey, which imports ammunition from Portugal, does so. 
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according to the embassy’s second secretary, because “it 
needs it for an ammunition factory in Ankara operating 
under NATO supervision.” As for the Pakistanis, also 
ammunition clients, they do not hesitate to admit that, “all 
ape Ge ee © Se Oe Oe Ge 
orces.” 


There are still other unstable Third World countries to 
which the Portuguese enterprises have made regular sales, 
namely: Sri Lanka, Togo, Zaire, Chad, and Lebanon. In 
1992 INDEP sold 210,000 contos’ worth of 60 mm grenades 
to Chad, which has been suffering from a civil war for years. 
Togo has made astoundingly regular purchases from 1986 to 
1991 (missing only last year) of the G-3 machine gun and 
ammunition for mortars and machine guns, from INDEP, at 
a total cost of 212,000 contos. 


Sri Lanka and Zaire are two more faithful clients of 
INDEP, basically purchasing ammunition for light 
weapons. Zaire’s current bill will be 480,000 contos. 


The sales to Lebanon are among the most peculiar. In 
1986, AICA [expanison unknown] (an unknown in the 
“trade”) sold 38,000 contos’ worth of ammunition for 
light weapons. In 1985, ITB [expansion unknown] sold 
G-3 machine guns and ammunition at a price of 44,000 
contos. To whom in Lebanon? Or, to put it differently, 
who is controlling Portuguese arms exports? 


The inspection and control process is carried out by the 
General Directorate of Armament (DGA). General 
Cravo ¢e Silva explains: “In order to export, any Portu- 
guese weaponry enterprise, whether industrial or com- 
mercial, must submit to the DGA a certificate of final 
destination (CDF) issued by the government authorities 
of the importing country. It must specify exactly the one 
to whom the weapons are being sent and the purpose for 
which they are to be used. Sometimes (with countries 
such as the United Kingdom or the U.S.) we require only 
an import certificate. However, it must also state the 
destination of the exported materiel. Then the DGA 
analyzes the export application and contacts the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs to learn the political implications 
of a sale to a particular country. If the response is 
positive, the export is authorized.” 


Limited Control 


Cravo e Silva claims that, “For ali the exports made from 
1986 to date (but for the exceptions that | mentioned). a 
CDF approved by the competent authorities was sub- 
mitted, as well as a delivery certificate, proving that the 
weapons reached their destination.” 


Nevertheless, Cravo e Silva himself admits that all this 
inspection may not be sufficient. “It is obvious that 
Portugal, like any other country exporting defense matc- 
riel, is liable to have an export reach a destination other 
than the one cited in the docu:ments. There is nothing to 
prevent a country from practicing the so-called ‘triangu- 
lation,’ reselling a product that has been officially des- 
tined for it. Besides, if an export is not controlled at is 
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source, it will never be controlled at all."’ This being the 
case, someone should make a better analysis of the 
criteria used by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as the 
basis for authorizing certain exports. 


The exports of Portuguese armaments (with all the ethical 
and moral misgivings that they imply) will continue. There 


is, in fact, another side of the coin: “Any country wishing to 
retain a minimal amount of sovereignty must produce arma 
ment, simply so that when it is required there will be no need 
to resort to others for purchases. It is a vital sector. However, 
no nation in the world can succeed in supporting its defense 
industry by meeting national demand alone. Hence, there 
will always be arms for sale. It is a matter of survival.” 





Leading Purchasers of Portuguese Armament (1984-92) 





(Prices in thousands of contos) 


































































































Iran 23,501,514 Arms, ammunition, explosives 
Iraq 9,099,646 Ammunition, bombs 
Germany 4,879,600 Ammunition, explosives 
Syria 3,877,300 Ammunition 

U.S. 1,336,077 Arms, ammunition 
Guatemala 937,833 Arms, ammunition 
Burkina Faso 872,898 Ammunition, explosives 
United Kingdom $73,039 Arms, ammunition 
Honduras 559,793 Arms, ammunition 
Bolivia 484,548 Arms, ammunition 
Zaire 480,181 Arms, ammunition 
Chile 432,171 Arms, ammunition, explosives 
Saudi Arabia 278,812 Ammunition, explosives 
Paraguay 265,864 Ammunition, explosives 
Djibouti 220,304 Arms, ammunition 
Togo 212,919 Arms, ammunition 
Chad 210,000 Ammunition 
Mozambique 181,896 Ammunition 
South Yemen 151,338 Arms, ammunition 
Jamaica 133,560 Arms 

Belgium 110,136 Arms, ammunition, explosives 
Israel 103,458 Ammunition 
Colombia 102,703 Arms, ammunition 
France 101,917 Ammunition 
Thailand 101,160 Ammunition 
Angola 99,225 Arms, ammunition 
Sn Lanka 98,181 Ammunition 
Lebanon 84,450 Arms, ammunition 
Kenya 79,209 Arms, ammunition 
Turkey 77,809 Ammunition 
United Arab Emirates 30,506 Ammunition 
Morocco 36,673 Ammunition 














The Producers’ Future 


The golden period of 1984-89 has not been repeated. 
Portuguese industrial enterprises are undergoing a 
period of relative crisis, but they are determining strat- 
egies for the future. 


After its “peak” sales during the interval 1985-89 (the 
largest portion of which went to Iran), INDEP began cooling 
down. 


In 1990, the enterprise had billings of | million contos, 
and in 1991 it amounted to only 952,000 contos. 
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The year 1992 only confirms the average: 1.000219 million 
contos. Nevertheless, 1992 brought the reinforcement of a 
trend that had begun intensifying in 1989: INDEP started 
selling ammunition for light weapons and, albeit less often, 
arms, in full force on the markets of the industrialized 
countries (primarily the United Kingdom, Germany, 
France, and Spain). An analyst from the sector comments 
that this fact “proves that, combined with a low price, the 
major factor in the arms enterprises’ competitiveness is the 
quality of their products.” 


However, as one readily perceives, these products have a 
low degree of technology and, consequently, a low cost. This 
has been the case since 1990, when INDEP (with cumulative 
liabilities) embarked on a restructuring process. 


Admiral Cruz Junior, chairman of the enterprise's 
administrative board, claims: “The financial rehabilita- 
tion is under way. INDEP became a corporation, 
although entirely with public capital, but capital has not 
yet been injected. Furthermore, the process of restruc- 
turing the enterprise’s various productive sectors has 
now begun taking shape.” 


According to Cruz Junior, INDEP will be subdivided 
into three strategic sectors: compound materials, opto- 
electronics, and armanent and light ammunition. The 
metal-working shops will be used for the manufacture of 
products with civilian applications made from com- 
pound materials: helmets. for example. 


Optoelectronics 1s one of the strongest ventures. INDEP is 
seeking to operate on the market of the future (high-tech 
defense equipment), specifically, in the manufacture of 
simulators (such as the SITPOOL laser system, already 
being produced), and in the optics field. The provision of 
services in conjunction with Edisoft, which produces 
defense software, is another possibility being offered. 


Finally, the most traditional sector but now and in the 
future, the one with the most profitability: arms and 
ammunition. Whereas in the case of ammunition (for 
light weapons and mortars), INDEP will continue pro- 
ducing the same products, in the case of weapons the 
scenario is different. The new Law on Military Program- 
ming will call for the purchase of a new weapon for the 
Portuguese Army (changing from a 7.62 to a 5.56 cali- 
ber). INDEP expects, with the contract to be concluded 
with the enterprise winning the bidding competition, to 
manufacture not only for the Portuguese Armed Forces 
but also for those of foreign countries. This means (if it 
occurs) orders for the next 10 years. 


The Portuguese Explosives Company (SPEL), controlled 
by the state through INDEP, which holds 51 percent of 
the explosives firm, made a significant number of 
exports during recent years, specifically: ammunition, 
grenades, and TNT. Between 1984 and 1988 alone, 
SPEL had billing from this type of export totaling 
approximately 3.429 million contos. 


Its exports ranged from explosives, detonators, and 
torpedoes sent to Irag in 1984 worth nearly 2 million, to 
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others sent to Sri Lanka, Iran, Syria, Djibouti, Burkina 
Faso, and Israel. In 1989, the noteworthy exports went to 
Suriname to which 60 mm mortars, ammunition, and 
hand grenades were sent. In all, the business totaled 
52,000 contos. During 1991, they exported 3,000 kg of 
80.6 TNT to Germany, !,000 units of 81 mm mortar 
ammunition to Uruguay, as well as another 250,000 kg 
of 80.2 TNT. According to Mendonca Santos, a member 
of the SPEL administration, the type of industry in 
which SPEL is engaged is an industry “like any other.” 
He claims that the big “jack-pot” of profits earned by the 
company during the past few years was accrued from 
civilian explosives. He notes that, of the company’s total 
billing, only about 2 percent is derived from exports. 
This year, however, it should rise to nearly 20 percent. 
The fact is that two new contracts were signed for 
supplying ammunition, one of them on a large scale. 
Mendonca Santos gave no indication of the country 
giving the order nor the price of the transaction, only 
remarking that it involves “artillery ammunition” and 
that the destination is “a calm, peaceful country that has 
never done any business with SPEL but has already 
received Portuguese weapons.” As for the contracts, they 
may be made in three ways: through direct contacts with 
the country in question, through the state, or possibly 
with an INDEP subcontract. When asked about the 
possibility of supplying belligerents, prolonging a war. 
Mendonca Santos asserts: “It is not the arms manufac- 
turers who foster war. Furthermore, we must have a 
notion of our dimensions. On the first day of the Gulf 
War alone, the United States used up more ammunition 
than Portugal ever exported during its entire existence.” 
SPEL, created 64 years ago, will invest 5 million contos 
in new facilities so as to concentrate all the group's 
industrial activity in a single area, which will be Seixal or 
Alcochete. Wherever the premises may be located. the 
move will be made this year. The group's forecasts for 
fiscal year 1992 indicate a stabilization of the business 
volume at 4.8 million contos after the 46.2 percent 
increase in 1991. SPEL’s net results should total 533.000 
contos. Another strategic area for the Portuguese 
weapons industry firms will be the provision of services. 
for which the OGMA (General Workshops for Aero- 
nautic Materiel) are already engaged in some activity. 


Weapons of the Aforementioned Enterprises 


INDEP produces most of Portugal's armament. In terms 
of weapons, it manufactures the G-3 automatic rifle and 
the HK-21 machine gun. Browning/Viana assembles, but 
does not produce the Browning pistol 


In the ammunition sector, INDEP manufactures the 
5.56 and 7.62 calibers (for machine guns), the 60 and 81 
mm (for mortars), and the 105 mm (for howitzers). 


Spel, for its part, manufactures TNT. 
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Solana Welcomes ‘Generational Affinities’ With 
Clinton Team 


PM2403 142093 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA 
in Spanish 18 Mar 93 p 14 


[Alberto Miguez report: “Solana Believes That Generational 
Link Will Facilitate Relationship With United States”] 


[Excerpt] Washington—Foreign Minister Javier Solana 
believes that the “generational affinities” between the 
Clinton administration and the Spanish Government will 
facilitate relations between the United States and Spain in 
the future. In this connection, he pointed out that, years ago, 
current CIA Director James Woolsey and he were in Wash- 
ington at the same time to protest against the Vietnam war 
when they were both students. Woolsey referred to this 
coincidence at the meeting which they held last Monday [15 
March], and whose purpose has not been properly clarified 
by the foreign minister. 


Just hours before the end of his official visit to Wash- 
ington—the first “direct contact” by a member of the 
Spanish Government with the new Democratic U.S. 
Administration—Solana was received by Vice President 
Al Gore, in what some people regarded as a “consolation 
prize.” Solana could not see Bill Clinton or arrange a 
visit by Felipe Gonzalez to Washington to meet with the 
new U.S. President. 


According to Javier Solana, in addition to the genera- 
tional affinities, others of an ideological or doctrinal 
nature emerged, especially during the meeting with 
Labor Secretary (Minister) Reich. 


However, Solana described some disagreements existing 
between the two governments, and referred to the poli- 
cies which they apply in the cases of Cuba and Nica- 
ragua. The minister had an argument which was polite 
but no less tough on that account with Alex Diaz-Balart, 
a congressman of Cuban origin, at a meeting with the 
House of Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee. 


Diaz-Balart accused the Spanish Government of collab- 
orating with the Cuban Government by facilitating 
investments by enterprises—especially tourist enter- 
prises—on the island, and also criticized it for its rejec- 
tion of the trade embargo against Castro and the so- 
called Torricelli Act, which intensifies it. “We have some 
differences of opinion about Cuba with the Clinton 
administration, although they are perfectly compatible 
because the aim is the same: that the island join in the 
great democratic current sweeping Latin America,” 
Javier Solana explained. 


There are also differences on Nicaragua: The U.S. Gov- 
ernment has reduced credits to a minimum because of 
the Violeta Chamorro government's befriending the San- 
dinistas. Spain disagrees with these restrictions. During 
his stay in Washington, Solana had the opportunity to 
meet with the Nicaraguan Government's strongman— 
Minister of the Presidency Antonio Lacayo, who is also 
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the son-in-law of the country’s president. Lacayo is 
accused of setting under way the secret coalition with the 
Sandinistas. 


At the end of his visit to Washington, the Spanish 
minister also noted the “disharmony” between “the tune 
and the words of U.S. trade policy,” whose tendency 
toward protectionism is at odds with the views expressed 
by President Clinton in a now famous lecture recently 
delivered at Washington University, in which he showed 
himself in favor of a free market, domestically and 
internationally. Here, too, the differences are obvious. 


[passage omitted] 


‘Sources’ Cited on Nonparticipation in Bosnian 
Flight Ban 

LD2403174293 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1400 GMT 24 Mar 93 


[Text] In connection with the crisis in the Balkans, 
Spanish sources in the Atlantic alliance have said that 
Spain will not participate in operations to ensure obser- 
vance of the ban on military flights in Bosnian airspace, 
which could be entrusted to NATO in the next few hours. 
However, a Spanish officer will liaise between the oper- 
ation commanders and the Spanish defense authorities 
because of Spain's special interest in the region, where it 
iS participating in UN humanitarian missions with 
almost 1,000 soldiers. 


In Brussels today, the Atlantic council could approve the 
operations against military flights in Bosnia if the United 
Nations gives it prior authorization and assigns it the task. 


Spanish Forces in Bosnia To Be Relieved 7 April 


LD2603001193 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network 
in Spanish 2200 GMT 25 Mar 93 


[Text] The exact date when the Spanish forces in Bosnia 
will be relieved became known today: it will be 7 April. 
The Malaga Group will give up its place and its missions 
to the Canaries Group, mainly made up of legionnaires 
from the Don Juan de Austria Regiment. The latter have 
already started to gather in Almeria, awaiting the trip. In 
addition Spain, as Defense Minister Garcia Vargas has 
said, is ready to cooperate with the same level of forces in 
the application of the peace plan for the zone. Carmen 
Hermandez reports: 


[Hernandez] The first forces of the Canaries Group 
arrived at the Alvarez de Sotomayor base in Almeria 
today. They will number about 1,000 and will be 
changing their hats for blue helmets from 7 April. They 
mostly come from the Don Juan de Austria Regiment of 
the legion based in Fuerteventura. Their commanding 
officer, Colonel Angel Morales Diaz Otero, is also the 
commander of the Spanish contingent. Cavalry, para- 
troopers, engineering, and signals units will go to Bosnia 
with the legionnaires. This second mission will last six 
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months and be jointly financed by the United Nations at 
Spain's request. In addition the nature of the mission 
could change if the peace plan for the zone being 
negotiated in New York is approved. Defense Minister 
Julian Garcia Vargas: 


[Begin Garcia Vargas recording] What | can tell you is 
that the position of the Spanish Government is that, if 
we are required to continue with another kind of mis- 
sion, now directed to respect for and fulfillment of the 
Vance-Owen plan, the response of the government will 
be positive. And the number of forces will be similar to 
the number which we have there. We believe that it is in 
line with what Spain has to do, and as you know, 
compared with other European countries, Spain is 
making a considerable effort. [end recording] 


According to Garcia Vargas, the government is in favor 
of the United Nations authorizing the exclusion from 
Bosnian airspace, even if by force. Our country will not 
intervene with aircraft in this operation and it has not 
been asked for the use of Spanish bases either. It will 
have a officer for liaison with the other allies. 


Defense Aide Flos on Forces Appropriations 


PM2503125493 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA 
in Spanish 15 Mar 93 p 14 


{Interview with Spanish Secretary of State for Defense 
Antonio Flos by Braulio Calleja; place, date not given] 


[Excerpt] [introductory passage omitted] [Calleja] After 
your first few months in your post, you seem to be 
following your predecessors’ tradition—presenting a 
new Armed Forces appropriations plan to parliament. 


[Flos] I proposed in the Congress of Deputies replacing 
the appropriations law which has hitherto existed with a 
program law, and this involves the following: The appro- 
priations law laid down the course of the budget and 
expenditure in terms of overall rates, and what I now 
wish to do is to make a law which will specify what 
Outlays or programs must be implemented for each 
defense objective. 


[Calleja] How is that wish to be translated into reality, and 
what repercussions could it have on this ministry's budgets? 


[Flos] The law is to set the total amount of expenditure, 
and will also have some annexes containing each of the 
programs and what role it performs. 


{Calleja] And what will be the advantages of including 
each of the modernization programs in the law? 


[F1 os] This approach will necessitate improving our plan- 
r.ng, will facilitate parliamentary oversight, and will be an 
essential reference point for enterprises; that is, when the 
defense budget is amended, it will be known what objectives 
and programs are affected, instead of amendments being 
general and indiscriminate, as hitherto. 
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[Calleja] So does the secretary of state for defense work 
or plan? 


[Flos] He works very hard. 


[Calleja] I ask you this question because it is said by 
enterprises in the sector that the secretary of state's office 
draws up a number of plans which it subsequently does 
not implement. 


[Flos] This has been the case for several years because 
the budget has been cut below what seemed reasonable 
within the defense world, and so wishes and funds 
became divorced, but the appropriations for the Armed 
Forces cannot be wishes set out beforehand. One of my 
central aims is to achieve good planning with technical 
reliability and, above all, realism. In addition to what 
and when, it is necessary to say why and with what— 
namely, aims and funds. 


{Calleja] You seem to be breaking with the post's tradi- 
tion. Until recently in Europe, when the allies were 
discussing some modernization plan, a stock question 
was always asked: “Who is putting his name down as 
well as Spain?” 


[Flos] Right now, Spain is putting its name down only for 
what it really needs. We have a very clear instance: In 
1990, Spain was taking part in 100 research and devel- 
opment programs, and today we are in just 28 programs. 
When there are no funds, what must be done is to 
concentrate expenditure. 


{Calleja] But the economic recession has led to expendi- 
ture cuts in this ministry. This policy is criticized by the 
military because it is said that the cutback in the defense 
budget jeopardizes the Armed Forces’ effectiveness. 


[Flos] Yes, that is true. Right now, the most important 
thing is to ensure that the military units deemed essential 
are best equipped. This involves units such as the rapid 
action force (FAR) being fully equipped, or the Spanish 
Navy's combat group having a full complement. 


[Calleja}] I suppose that you will also be aware that this 
period of recession has caused some disenchantment in 
the barracks. 


[Flos] The disenchantment exists partly because the 
current appropriations are very small, and partly because 
there has been an unavoidable message of excessive 
expectations. The important thing is to set very clear 
priority aims and fund them to the maximum. The 
message must be adjusted in order to avert disappoint- 
ment and disenchantment. 


(Calleja} So let us start combating disenchantment. Can 
a figure for the expenditure on modernizing the Armed 
Forces this year be given? 


[Flos] We are going to earmark 100 billion pesetas for 
modernization—for modernization alone—in 1993, and 
then we will earmark around another 35 billion pesetas 
for research. The Defense Ministry is a body which 
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attaches great importance to everything to do with 
research and development. This ministry contributed 
around 27 percent of all state research in 1992. This is a 
fact which people usually do not know. 


[Calleja] In the Spanish Navy, people have the impres- 
sion that they have obsolete naval units. How will sailors 
notice the new appropriations program law? 


[Flos] But really, we have made up a great deal of leeway 
recently! We have succeeded in moving ahead with plans 
which were stalled, such as the vertical takeoff aircraft 
for the Navy, and we are now going to continue with the 
minehunter project, among other achievements. 


[Calleja] And will the Air Force have the funds to replace 
the aircraft which have outlasted their useful life? 


[Flos] As far as the Air Force is concerned, the most 
noteworthy project is the European Fighter Aircraft 
(EFA) program, which has now given way to the 
Eurofighter 2000. We will start to receive this aircraft at 
the beginning of the next decade. However, the services’ 
capability is usually associated with weapon systems, 
and this is a tremendous mistake. It is necessary to 
consider this: Over the next four years, we will spend the 
same on electronics as on aircraft and more on elec- 
tronics than on ships. That is, a service's being equipped 
does not mean just having aircraft, ships, or guns but 
having adequate intelligence-gathering and communica- 
tions equipment. 


{Calleja] And what is left for the Army? 


[Flos] Just as in the other services, there will be considerable 
expenditure on electronics and communications. Apart 
from this, there are other important programs—the mod- 
ernization of tanks and purchase of armored infantry vehi- 
cles. There will also be a major renewal of the vehicle stock, 
as regards both tactical and logistic vehicles, and, as in the 
Air Force, there will be expenditure on missiles and ammu- 
nition in order to achieve a war reserve approaching the 
levels of the Atlantic alliance. 


[Calleja} Have you realized that you are now in the 
senior administration post with the highest turnover? 


[Flos] Yes, but this time it will last for quite a while. 


Labor Minister: Resuming Talks With Unions 
‘Impossible’ 

PM2503 140493 Madrid ABC in Spanish 18 Mar 93 
p 40 


[Angel Garcia Moreno report: “Martinez Noval Deems 
It Impossible To Negotiate With Trade Unions and 
Spanish Confederation of Employers Organizations 
Despite Guerra-Redondo Meeting”’] 


[Excerpt] Madrid—Labor Minister Luis Martinez Noval 
stated yesterday [17 March] that it is almost impossible for 
the negotiations with employers and trade unions on certain 
labor reforms to be resumed, despite Guerra’s and 
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Redondo’s agreement to facilitate partial pacts. According 
to Martinez Noval, those responsible for this situation are 
the trade unions themselves and the CEOE [Spanish Con- 
federation of Employers Organizations], which are setting 
the government “impossible conditions.” 


Luis Martinez Noval said that it is the UGT [General 
Workers Union], the Workers Commissions, and the CEOE 
which are responsible for these negotiations not reaching a 
successful conclusion and having to be discontinued. 


According to Martinez Noval, this was the case with the 
negotiations on the reform of the National Employment 
Institute, which were abandoned by the UGT and the 
Workers Commissions—“not by the government.” 
Something similar happened, the minister stated, with 
the talks on the reform of contracts for training and 
apprenticeship, which had to be discontinued after the 
trade unions refused to negotiate the regulation of tem- 
porary employment agencies. 


According to the minister, there must be added to this 
Situation the attitude of the CEOE, which rejects any 
negotiation which does not include the strike bill, as also 
happened with the talks on the reform of contracts for 
training and apprenticeship. 


Under these conditions, Luis Martinez Noval added, the 
government believes that it 1s impossible or at least very 
difficult for the negotiations to be resumed, since one of 
the conditions which the agreements reached should 
fulfill is their being approved by the three sides. ““There- 
fore, under these circumstances and conditions,” he 
stated, “I deem it quite difficult to resume the negotia- 
tions if the social interlocutors maintain those stances.” 


According to the minister, it is this impossibility of 
continuing the negotiations on matters of “general 
interest to society and the economy” which has led the 
government to submit to the Economic and Social 
Council reforms such as that of contracts for training and 
apprenticeship or the regulation of temporary employ- 
ment agencies. 


The stance of the labor minister, who is responsible for 
the negotiations with trade unions and employers, con- 
trasts with the statements by Spanish Socialist Workers 
Party Deputy Secretary General Alfonso Guerra and 
UGT Secretary General Nicolas Redondo, following the 
meeting held Monday by representatives of the two 
executive committees. 


At the end of this meeting, Redondo emphasized the 
agreement on seeking partial accords with the govern- 
ment to help calm the atmosphere of social tension. For 
its part, the Socialist delegation showed its readiness to 
facilitate agreements in those interrupted negotiations. 
[passage omitted] 
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Finland Views have been and are being sounded out. Candidates 


* Prime Minister Aho Defends Economic Policies 


93ENO0219A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 28 Feb 93 pp D1-D2 


[Article containing interview with Prime Minister Esko 
Aho by Anneli Sundberg; place and date of interview not 
given: “Esko Aho Is Being Softened Up for Transfer of 
Power, Persistently on Sidelines of Power™] 


[Text] The prime minister believes that history will one 
day vet attest to the validity of his policy. The idea spurs 
Aho on, even though his own people have turned against 
him. 


“How do you know what's inside me?” Prime Minister 
Esko Aho fretted when I expressed wonder at his poker 
face, which no crisis seems to crack. 


Apparently, I am not the first to wonder about it since 
the otherwise so calm and unflappable prime minister 
has for some time quite seriously been grumbling that 
you can certainly see in his face what you see in other 
people's faces. that is. what facial expressions show. 


I wasn’t about to argue about it. It wouldn't have done 
any good. 


Prime Minister Esko Tapani Aho, 38, has developed 
self-defense into an art. If he hadn't, he would now be a 
former prime minister. 


Aho cannot afford to relax for a moment. 


If he relaxes for even a single moment, Aho will find 
himself off the dung heap. which has been hurriedly 
cleaned up a bit so that his change of life will not seem 
too hard. 


Those who would topple him swarm about Aho, but it 1s 
hard for them to get their hands on him. Since Aho only 
sleeps four hours a night. his opponents are left with 
deplorably little time to spin their dark intrigues. 


In Aho’s own camp, the Center Party. the impression has 
been strengthened that an end has to be quickly made of 
the nonsocialist government and its rock-hard economic 
policy. but subtle hints have no effect on Aho. He 
believes in himself and his party comrades. and that the 
whole country will fall along with his government. 


Yearning for a broad-based crisis government, the Cen- 
trists cynically assert that nothing other than at most 
Esko Aho’s own career will fall and that will be no great 
loss. As a young man. he can afford to wait a few years 
for something new to turn up. 


The Aho government will be two years old this spring. it 
began its term in the government in a fairly self-satisfied. 
prosperous country that now seems like an illusion. 


The whole time discussion in the government has been 
conducted publicly and secretly. loudly and in a whisper. 


for prime minister have been considered somewhat and 
historical examples recalled. In 1977 the Center Party's 
minority government turned into a broad-based govern- 
ment without a lot of sermons. The Social Democrats got 
the prime minister's post. 


Impatient with the nonsocialist government, the Cen- 
trists think that the matter can be just as simply taken 
care of in the winter of 1993: The negotiations for [a 
new] government will begin at 2200 hours on a suitable 
Friday and by 1000 hours of the following Monday 
morning they will be ready to present the new govern- 
ment to the nation. The prime minister's name will 
probably not be Aho. 


He will, however. be safe as long as the Centrist and 
Social Democratic contenders do not find their way into 
each other's arms. 


The Social Democrats lack a single-minded leader and 
the Centrists spend their time softening up Aho. The 
Centrists are operating on the assumption that Aho will 
throw up his hands and propose to the president that he 
resign from the government. 


The Conservative Party has just a walk-on part in these 
plans. Axle grease. the Centrists spitefully comment. 


Having gotten to feel at home in the prime minister's 
office. Aho has by no means indicated that he has any 
intention of abandoning the race. Maybe he enjoys 
sitting on hot coals. 


Way Open for Vayrynen 


[Sundberg] Influential representatives of your own party 
are proposing that the Social Democrats be admitted to 
the government. Why are you opposed to this” 


[Aho] I don’t oppose it. I've never opposed it. What is at 
issue is whether we can agree on a common platform. 
This is the key issue. A mutual understanding on this is 
not in sight. This was most recently demonstrated by the 
debate on aid for the banks held in the Eduskunta. 


[Sundberg] Are they double-dealing behind your back for 
the purpose of replacing Prime Minister Esko Aho with, 
for example. Prime Minister Paavo Vayrynen or Seppo 
Kaariainen or Kalevi Sorsa. or why not Ilkka Suominen? 


[Aho] No. 
[Sundberg] Is that an honest answer” 
[Aho] Yes. 


[Sundberg] Aren't they pressuring you to abandon the 
race” 


[Aho] No. We have open discussions inside our party. 
There are no conspiracies. 
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[Sundberg] Wouldn't it be very comfortable sometimes 
to move into a shelter from the wind, to become speaker 
of the Eduskunta, for example? 


[Aho] Why not? The situation is, after all, certainly such 
that surely no one needs to envy the prime minister. 


[Sundberg] In whose interest is it imperative for the 
nonsocialist government to continue? The farm sector 
fearing for its billions in subsidies? 


[Aho] Quite the contrary. Many can with good reason 
claim that the farm sector has had to bear the burden of 
economizing more than others have since farm income is 
so dependent on the national economy. 


[Sundberg] The Social Democrats are demanding early 
elections. What would have to happen before you would 
agree to holding them? 


[Aho] Early elections would be a sign of complete polit- 
ical crisis. Right now we have our hands full maintaining 
our credibility. The country could not endure new elec- 
tions. 


[Sundberg] So, will the government last until the 1995 
parliamentary elections? 


[Aho] The government will last as long as it can cope 
with its duties. At this time I can see no situation on 
which this government would be tripped up. 


Koivisto Is of Use 


[Sundberg] Hasn't it ever entered your mind to throw up 
your hands and submit your resignation to the president” 


[Aho] The existence of this government is a guarantee 
that this country will in general be trusted. | know that 
my own life and that of the party would be made easier 
in many ways if the present government were to with- 
draw. but | also know that matters would get much 
worse. If we have no idea whatsoever of what will replace 
us, we would be jumping into a situation for which I. at 
least. cannot assume responsibility. 


[Sundberg] Maybe you're just afraid that your career will 
be destroyed” 


[Aho] When I set out to form a government, | knew that 
you don't rack up any political points for doing so 


[Sundberg] Doesn't it bother you that the president had 
to come to your aid when your economic policy was not 
convincing” 


[Aho] I think it’s important from the standpoint of the 
nation for the president to intervene on major issues 
with his own views. And this 1s required of him as well. 
From the standpoint of the government, there's nothing 
annoying or problematic about this. On the contrary. it 
can be said straight out that the conduct of the govern- 
ment wo ede easer when the president stated what 
was rea: ¢. People did not have confidence in the 
estimates prexnted by the government. 
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[Sundberg] Are you hiding under the big wing? 


[Aho] No, but in Finland the president represents 
authority, which also influences public opinion. In the 
president's opinion, there was a need for exercising his 
authority. In my opinion, aside from being necessary it 
was also useful. 


{Sundberg} Did the president's backing get you to close 
your ears to demands that the decaying government 
Ought to draw its own conclusions and depart the scene” 


{Aho] I think that those who got the country into this 
Situation Ought to draw their conclusions from it. After 
all, I'm only in the position of a bankruptcy liquidator. 
For example, I'd like to wash my hands of aid for the 
banks, but I can’t do that. The bills are falling due and 
those who pay them are not the ones who created the 
mess. 


[Sundberg] What would you do if the president were to 
give you to understand that the country needs a govern- 
ment with three big presidents” 


[Aho] These problems cannot be solved with different 
kinds of coalitions. Some people still think that we can 
avoid paying our debts by juggling. I take an entirely 
different view of the situation. We have no other alter- 
native but to quickly and convincingly indicate at which 
point the debt spiral will stop. Hopefully, we will reach 
that point in the national economy in 1995 and as soon 
as possible after that in the public economy. Any gov- 
ernment would have to commit itself to this goal. 


We Can't Afford Stabilization 


[Sundberg] Do you plan to sharply cut citizens’ benefits, 
wages. unemployment benefits? As a by-product. do you 
plan to snuff out the labor union movement”? 


[Aho] If we pigheadedly hang on to all of our gains, the 
whole house of cards will collapse and there won't be any 
real prosperity left 


[Sundberg] Are you aiming for a wage agreement this 
spring or will you wait until the fall and real chaos” 


[Aho] We've reached two fairly good agreements over 
the past few years. The system has worked, albeit 
creakily. | have no doubt that it will work next fall too. 


[Sundberg] So. you don't plan to go for an agreement this 
spring” 


[Aho] I made a big mistake in 1991 when I started to aim 
for a social agreement. Matters ran on and on from week 
to week. For the time being at least. | don’t know what 
should really be agreed on this spring. what we would 
really be stabilizing. During the past few years we've 
noted that stabilization means keeping everything 
unchanged. We can't afford to do that 
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[Sundberg] Do you think that the Center Party will win 
the presidential elections and the next parliamentary 
elections when even the ashes from people's fireplaces 
have been removed? 


[Aho] I have confidence in Finns’ high level of educaiton 
and their ability to instinctively realize where we're 
really going. 


Aho himself seeks consolation in history and strongly 
believes that Finns are a sturdy people. He has also 
rediscovered the old term, self-defense of democracy, 
and makes enthusiastic use of it. People have to be 
induced to have faith in politics and politicians and 
democracy again. We must put an end to self- 
flagellation, get away from the crisis mood. 


[Sundberg] But you yourself stirred them up, didn't you? 


[Aho] I was forced to. During the initial phase there was 
no other alternative. Our job was to create awareness of 
the crisis, but now we have to set our sights on the future. 
After all, we do have successful people too. 


As a nice conclusion, Aho urged all Finns to set them- 
selves down for a minute and think about what each of us 
might do for the good of the nation. 


Struck dumb by this grand idea, | forgot to ask on what 
day and at what time it would be appropriate for the 
nation to devote a common minute to thought, one 
which the prime minister too could find time to partic- 
ipate in. 


* Finance Minister Viinanen on Economic Policies 


93EN0221A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 14 Feb 93 p D 2 


[Article by Anneli Sundberg: “liro Viinanen’s Evening 
Prayer: Pull Yourself Together, Cowardly Politicians!”} 


[Text] Finance Minister liro Viinanen threatened to 
resign but did not. He is continuing more energetically 
than ever the struggle against two-faced trade union 
leaders. 


Finance Minister Viinanen often awakes at 0400 or 0430 
and behold: He has discovered what should be done for 
the Finnish public economy the following day. 


Sometimes he notices in his dream that he has figured 
out who swindled him in the negotiations and why. 


Taxes and resources, savings and debts whirl nonstop in 
Viinanen’s head and have done so for several years. He 
claims that the public economy is in his mind at every 
moment and strongly suspects that he will never again go 
back to being a carefree engineer from Riihimaki. 


Citizens floundering in the clutch of taxation pity them- 
selves. They are hardly likely to have sympathy left over 
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for the finance minister's identity problems, nor does 
Viinanen know how to long for pity anymore. 


He wants support and recognition of the facts, bold and 
responsible members of the Eduskunta in place of the 
present bunch of rabbits, upright bankers, trade union 
leaders who have a sense of reality, and people who 
finally are willing to believe what Finance Minister 
Viinanen says. 


The message has not changed. 


Everyone has to learn to stand on his own feet. Society 
no longer cares for a person from the cradle to the grave. 
The old benefits have to be given up and no new ones 
granted. 


Viinanen expresses wonder that the word does not get 
through at all. The Eduskunta simply softens and fears 
the voters. 


“People do not dare to stand behind hard decisions. The 
government proposals are just watered down in a situa- 
tion in which this very year 15,000 markkas of new debt 
are being assumed on the state's books for each Finn. At 
the end of the year we will have 160,000-170,000 
markkas in debt for each four-person family. In this 
regard it does not make things betier to temporize. 
People have to be told in the form of decisions that they 
will have to pay the debts back with interest. Neither this 
Eduskunta nor the following one will see the day when 
new benefits are distributed to citizens.” 


The Eduskunta Softens 


The Eduskunta had enough courage to blow the whole 
nuclear power project to the four winds with one bill, but 
when it comes to the diaper supplement, the members of 
the Eduskunta do not dare to touch it in any way. 


Viinanen smiled bitterly. 


It is not much of a policy. Now they would rescind other 
laws that cost society dearly, but they probably do not 
have the guts for it. 


Pure populism, Viinanen snorts. 


“People make a big thing out of some diaper supplement 
or semester fee, through which much fear is aroused. No 
realism is found in the Eduskunta yet.” 


The leftists and the trade union movement have eagerly 
offered to share Viinanen’s and company’s crushing 
responsibility for the fate of the nation. 


The Social Democrats are pressing for new elections and 
a place in the government for themselves. The trade 
union movement wants to negotiate with Viinanen on a 
big social contract. 


Of course Viinanen heard the invitation, but the life of a 
finance minister has taught him to suspect the motives of 
tempters. 
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“One tends to pay an ungodly price for taking responsi- 
bility. Problems are not solved by any kind of elections.” 


Viunanen promised to negotiate with the trade union 
leaders, although he does not see much sense in it. 


“In the last wage agreement everything that affects labor 
was locked in. The least flexibility, the least innovation 
cannot be made without formal negotiations. Obviously 
what 1s intended by the new agreement 1s to lock up all 
the pressures for change in the labor world again for 
years ahead.” 


From Viuinanen’s viewpoint the trade union leaders are 
masters of duplicity. “Three months ago they wanted to 
change savings into taxes. Now the same men are 
demanding tax relief. This is quite incredible.” 


Viinanen himself paid 55.5 percent on his salary last 
year. He made out fine in the end, but for many people 
the higher taxes have taken away life's last bright spots. 


Viinanen acknowledges readily that the taxation of earn- 
ings is reaching the limits of possibility. It must be 
alleviated gradually. “From my view one should not 
waste a lot of time in reforming the wage tax.” 


Black Economy Explodes 


Through taxes and debt good unemployment benefits are 
maintained now, which in Viinanen’s opinion are used 
unscrupulously. 


“Here an awful lot of shady work is done, and at the 
same time unemployment compensation benefits are 
enjoyed. Such cases are encountered every day, yes, 
every day. It can no longer be a matter of chance.” 


Viinanen complains that one cannot even discuss the 
matter. Unemployment compensation is a sacred cow. 


“| have tried to prod a discussion into motion, but only 
took a licking.” 


Eventually one has to face the music, but before that one 
will have to create debt blindly, Viinanen predicted. He 
does not understand the trade union movement's frantic 
defensive struggle at all. They want to preserve every 
advantage that has been recorded. 


“In the etal industry an attempt was made to reach an 
agreement according to which the summer pay of 
apprentices could be below the labor contract wage. The 
agreement failed, because the unemployment compensa- 
tion was larger, and the trade union movement was 
afraid that the general binding nature of the agreements 
would break down. In my opinion creating employment 
for young people should be more important than the old 
clauses, which were agreed on in good times.” 


If Viinanen could decide the matter, he would guarantee 
everyone some kind of basic protection but nothing 
extraordinary. 
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“Let everyone buy himself the kind of unemployment 
protection he wants on top of the basic protection and 
the kind of health protection. 


“A minimum livelihood should be guaranteed for 
people. It certainly will not be a lot, perhaps some kind 
of food and lodging level. Such expenditures cannot be 
maintained at all. One must believe this. The crash will 
only be harder the further one goes, because managing 
the debt burden is really difficult. This is not yet believed 
at all.” 


Who Trusts Viinanen? 


Viuinanen should hardly be greatly surprised when people 
do not believe his gloomy monologue. Even his closest 
colleagues in his own party have not believed him. 


When Viinanen had had enough of the group leader, 
Kimmo Sasi, and announced that he would resign unless 
Sasi were removed, Viinanen was thought to be bluffing. 


“This just shows how much people trust what I say. 
Someone could have asked me a little earlier whether | 
was in earnest, but there was no interest in this. I told the 
party chairman already last fall that | would do my 
utmost to replace Sasi.” 


Viinanen believes that he will get along well with Sasi’s 
successor, Ben Zyskowicz. 


“With Ben it has been possible to discuss matters genu- 
inely and frankly. Agreements have been kept. With him 
the rules of the game are clear. Sasi was playing behind 
my back all of the time.” 


Despite his victory Viinanen does not entertain delu- 
sions about his popularity. 


“It is not likely that many pecple would have been sad if 
I had lost.” 


* Viinanen Rejects Calls for Stimulus Measures 


93EN0221B Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 17 Feb p 3 


[Article by Kyosti Karvonen and Pekka Vuoristo: “Even 
Rapid Economic Growth Will Not Expand Employment 
in the Next Few Years. Unemployment Threatens to 
Rise to as Much as Half a Million. Finance Ministry: The 
Economic Policy Line Should Not Be Changed™] 


[Text] The Finance Ministry predicts that the number of 
persons out of work could rise to half a million or about 
20 percent of the labor force in the winter months of this 
year. Unemployment is expected to remain at the 
present peak level next year, too. 


In its review of business conditions the ministry's Eco- 
nomic Department predicted that the national economy 
would mark time this year. It is believed that the pull of 
the export industry, however, will result in the reces- 
sion’s bottoming out this year. An increase of around 3 
percent in total output is predicted for next year. 
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Sixten Korkman, a senior official in the department, 
warned, however, that the forecast contains risks. They 
are associated mainly with the weak economic develop- 
ment in Finland’s most important export countries. 


Employment will probably not expand substantially in 
the next few years, even if the gross national product 
Starts to rise in the hoped-for manner. According to the 
ministry's “favorable” growth variant, employment will 
move to last year’s level only in 1996. 


Nevertheless, the Finance Ministry sees no alternative to 
the economic policy, but rather believes that the policy 
of supporting exports, restraining government spending, 
and reforming structures should be continued. 


“Import-driven growth is the only lasting way to reach 
equilibrium,” Finance Minister liro Viinanen (Conser- 
vative) said. “It will have to take place rather slowly, 
however.” 


The ministry rejected demands that domestic demand be 
stimulated. It only approved precision stimulation 
making up a small amount and other such measures 
increasing employment that would not add to the gov- 
ernment debt. 


* Production Rise ‘Will Not Help’ Unemployment 


93EN0221C Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 16 Feb p B7 


{Article by Johanna Korhonen: “Increase in Industrial 
Output Will Not Help Unemployed Yet") 


[Text] Last year Finnish industrial output grew by a good 
3 percent. The benefits of the growth, however, were 
distributed very unevenly: The export industry thrived, 
but things were worse than before for industry that 
produced goods for the domestic market. 


The successful results in the output of the export 
industry has not expanded employment to date. In the 
metal industry, for example, output increased 12 percent 
in December, but there were nearly as many unemployed 
as before. This is explained by the fact that productivity 
increased last year, so that those who were at work did 
more work. Hence new workers are not needed for the 
time being at least. 


“In the metal industry's labor force many people were on 
shortened work weeks and otherwise underemployed. 
This group has now increased its productivity,” said 
Risto Rasmus, an expert from the Finnish Central Asso- 
ciation for the Metal, Machinery, and Electrical Engi- 
neering Industry, Meti. 


Among the metal industry sectors the manufacture of 
electrical engineering products is now growing fastest. 
Rasmus predicted that the electrical and electronic 
industries will be able to hire new people at the end of 
this year at the earliest. 
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“At the same time it is difficult to say, whether the metal 
industry will be able to employ more people this year 
than last. Although some fields are hiring more people, 
the mechanical metal industry, for example, will prob- 
ably have to reduce its labor force,” Rasmus said. The 
mechanical metal industry manufactures goods needed 
for construction, ships, and machinery, among other 
things. 


Growth Slowed Down in December 


In addition to the electrical engineering industry the 
fortunate industrial sectors are the basic metal industry 
and the wood and paper industry. Last year the output of 
the wood and paper industry increased 4.6 percent, and 
the output of the metal industry increased a good 10 
percent. 


Last December, however, the rate of growth of industrial 
output slowed down. According to data published by the 
Central Statistical Office on Monday, the total output of 
Finnish industry grew by a good 4 percent in December, 
while the growth rate in November had been nearly 8 
percent. 


Difficulties in the domestic market are indicated by the 
fact that the manufacture of clothing, shoes, and leather 
goods, for example, decreased last year by around 15 
percent. 


The successful results of export companies come prima- 
rily from the fact that lowering the value of or devaluing 
the markka benefits companies that receive their income 
in foreign currencies. 


On the other hand, many companies making goods for 
the Finnish market have difficulties, among other things 
because repaying loans denominated in foreign curren- 
cies that they have taken requires more markkas than 
before because of the devaluation. Another nightmare 
for domestic industry is the low total demand in view of 
the fact that people strive to purchase as few goods and 
services as possible. 


Norway 


Germany's Kohli Promises Brundtland Support for 
EC Entry 


93P20108A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 23 
Mar 93 p 3 


[Article by Morten Fyhn: “Kohl Promises Norway Sup- 
port”} 


[Text] Germany wants Norway in the EC in 1995 and 
will do everything to help, Helmut Kohl promised yes- 
terday. 


The reception Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland 
got on the first leg of her three-stop journcy to important 
EC countries could not have been better than what she 
experienced in Bonn yesterday. The German chancellor 
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outdid himself to make Norway feel welcome in the EC 
and promised German help during the negotiations 
should things get sticky. 


“It 1s the conviction of the German Government that 
Norway, together with Sweden, Finland, and Austria, 
should be able to join the EC in 1995. We expect the 
negotiations to be swift and without unnecessary bureau- 
cratic delays. Norway can rely on us to do everything to 
make this happen,” Kohl said after a one and one-half 
hour conversation with Brundtland. 


Kohl has never concealed the fact that he wants an 
expanded EC and referred to how he had been actively 
involved in making it possible for Spain and Portugal to 
join the Community. “At that time I said that a united 
Europe without those two countries is not the Europe I 
envisage. The same goes for the Nordic countries and 
Austria at this point,” the chancellor said. 


In the course of their conversation Brundtland had 
discussed thoroughly the issues that Norway considers 
the most important ones during the negotiations for EC 
membership starting in two weeks. These issues are the 
EC's conditions for Norwegian agriculture and district 
policy, fisheries, and energy policy. Koh! probably had 
the many Norwegian requirements in mind when he 
warned that in difficult negotiations one must be willing 
to find a compromise. 


“However, I do think a sensible solution can be found, 
and Germany will do its part to see to it that the 
negotiations do not become difficult,” the chancellor 
said. 


Promote Understanding 


A pleased Prime Minister Brundtland stressed that Kohl 
had invited Norway to get in contact [with him], should 
problems arise during the negotiations. The purpose of 
her trip, to Bonn yesterday, to The Hague today, and to 
Rome tomorrow, is precisely to establish understanding 
at the top political level for how important it is for 
Norway to get acceptable conditions for its accession to 
the EC. 


“There is no doubt that Germany wants us and the other 
countries seeking membership in the EC, and that Ger- 
many will do its part,”’ the prime minister said. 


To her EC hosts the prime minister is obviously working 
hard to “sell” Norway as a strong, committed supporter 
of the Maastricht treaty as regards a political and eco- 
nomic EC union. “We have applied for membership on 
the basis of that treaty, and we are of the opinion that we 
need more political and economic cooperation in 
Europe,” she said. 


The prime minister would not, however, confirm that 
she therefore favors a common EC currency, which, 
according to the Maastricht treaty, will be introduced in 
1997 at the earliest and in 1999 at the latest. 
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“Norway will participate in that conference and partic- 
ipate in the discussion regarding the concrete formula- 
tion of further policy in the EC,” she said. 


Flayed Oil Proposal 


In a sneech to German industrialists that evening 
Brundtland flayed the EC Commission's controversial 
proposal for a licensing directive which would threaten 
Statoil’s role on the Norwegian Shelf. She had also 
brought the issue up with Kohl. “I believe we are getting 
good political support on this one,” she said. 


The prime minister characterized the issue as of “vital 
importance to Norway” and said that the [Norwegian] 
Government does not consider it especially friendly to 
put forth such a proposal just before Norway might be 
joining the EC. “We see no need for the proposal. On the 
contrary, it may adversely affect the Norwegians’ view of 
the EC,” said the prime minister. 


She was equally animated about questions on Norwegian 
whaling. She delivered an impassioned defense of the 
scientific basis on which Norway's decision on whaling 
presumably rests, and she said that several countries in 
the Whaling Commission have “been bought” by pres- 
sure groups. 


Brundtland ‘Delighted’ With EC Ruling 


AU 2403172193 Paris AFP in English 1443 GMT 24 
Mar 93 


[Text] Oslo, March 24 (AFP)}—The European Commis- 
sion’s ruling in favour of Norway's application to join 
the European Community is very positive, Norwegian 
Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland said on 
Wednesday [24 March]. 


Brundtland, who is visiting Rome, told the Norwegian 
news agency NTB in an interview that she was delighted 
with the decision. “The report is very detailed, and 
demonstrates sound knowledge of Norway's situation,” 
she said. 


“The report also confirms that Norway will have much 
to contribute to the E.C., in such areas as the environ- 
ment, the economy, foreign policy and security policy,” 
she added. 


Sweden 


Army Report Sees Russia as Greatest Uncertainty 
Factor 


PM 2603143093 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 25 Mar 93 p 11 


[Mikael Holmstrom report: “Uncertain Surrounding 
World Produces New Threat Scenario” —report is 
accompanied by sketch map showing decrease in forces 
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in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania and sites of relocation 
in Russia of forces withdrawn from Eastern and central 


Europe] 


[Text] It is a long road to a stable new European security 
order. The risk of the spread and the internationalization 
of various conflicts is clear. 


This is the view of armed forces supreme commander 
Bengt Gustafsson who yesterday [24 March] outlined 
military developments in Sweden's surroundings. 


The material he presented is the most comprehensive the 
Swedish military leadership has ever made public. 


Last summer a limited report on the Russian troops in 
the Baltic region was made in preparation for the CSCE 
summit in Helsinki. Yesterday a 23-page update with a 
more wide-ranging survey of the situation was made 
public. The main outlines are taken from a secret annual 
report which was submitted to the government in Feb- 
ruary. 


“In our new world people in nonaligned nations can say 
more than they could in the old world,” was Bengt 
Gusiafsson’s explanation of the new openness. 


“Today there is no risk of military operations against 
Sweden,” Commander Nils-Ove Jansson, head of the 
intelligence and security bureau, said. 


However, the supreme commander did beef up the 
threat scenario a little by warning that the uncertainty in 
the world around us is very great. 


The location and identification of the bases of the 
minisubmarines which violate Swedish waters is still an 
urgent task for the Swedish defense forces. 


But today the Swedish military intelligence and security 
services are working in a world which makes great 
demands. For example, Sweden is chairman of the CSCE 
which embraces the conflicts in central Asia and Swedish 
soldiers are on the ground in the former Yugoslavia. 


Coherent and jogical threat scenarios have been suc- 
ceeded by an uncertainty that makes new demands. At 
the news conference the head of the supreme com- 
mander’s intelligence and security bureau, Brigadier 
Lennart Frick, displayed a map. 


“First and most important is Russia's future. This is the 
uncertainty factor that represenis the greatest danger.” 
the supreme commander said 


The Russian withdrawal from Eastern Europe is two- 
thirds complete. In Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania the 
troop withdrawals are proceeding “unexpectedly quickly 
and painlessly” independent of the threatening political 
noises from Moscow (see accompanying map). 


The downside of the withdrawal from central Europe is 
the concentration of modern weapons at the locations of 
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Russian units close to the Nordic area: T-80 tanks, Tu-22 
Blinder bombers, Su-24 Fencer attack aircraft, and 
attack helicopters. 


“Kaliningrad is being turned into an army camp. We can 
foresee antagonisms between the military and local inter- 
ests in this very concentrated area,” Bengt Gustafsson 
said. 


The report also warns that incidents of various types 
could take on military significance. The reason is the 
general turbulence and the great uncertainty surrounding 
developments in Russia and its immediate environs. 


Russia's combat forces are in very poor shape. The 
exception is the strategic nuclear-armed submarines 
which guarantee Russia the iast remnants of superpower 
Status, and the airborne troops which are used to guar- 
antee security, even in Moscow. 


But the supreme commander claimed that in only one to 
two years a determined state leadership could restore 
discipline and order in today’s units. 


Nor did he rule out the possibility that in a different 
military situation Russia could try to retake positions in 
the Baltic states, 


SDP, Center Party Make ‘Great Progress’ in Poll 


93P20107A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 27 Feb 93 p 10 


[Article by Dick Ljungberg: “Gains for SDP and 
Center”) 


[Excerpts] The Social Democratic Party [SDP] made 
great progress in DN/Temo’s February voter barometer. 
The Center Party also shows a clear increase after a 
difficult period. The archrivals New Democracy and the 
Liberal Party lost territory. 


The measurements were done during the period 25 
January to 18 February and consist of !,054 interviews 
conducted at respondents’ homes. Of these, 11.5 percent 
could not or did not want to reveal their favorite party, 
which is a relatively high level. 


The results with change (in percent) since December in 
parentheses: Moderates 20 (- 1), Liberal Party 5 (- 1.5), 
Center 8 (+ 1), Christian Democrats 5 (unchanged), 
Green Party 2.5 (unchanged), Social Democrats 47.5 
(+ 4.5), Left Party 3(- 1), New Democracy 8.5(- 2), and 
other parties .5 (unchanged). 


The government parties together have 38 percent of the 
voters’ sympathies as opposed to 50.5 for the Social 
Democrats and the Left Party taken together. In 
December the equivalent figures were 39.5 and 47 


respectively. 
Stay-at-Home Voters Awaken 


The Social Democrats are now back to the level they 
were at in October-November of last year. A sudden 
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downturn to 43 percent in December was apparently 
only temporary. The Social Democrats’ gains come from 
previous abstainers, from all the government parties, 
and from the Left Party. Among the government parties, 
it is mainly the Liberal Party which has lost voters to the 
Social Democrats. Direct movement between the Social 
Democrats and the Moderates continues, but now the 
stream has turned so that SDP is making net gains. 
Movement between the SDP and New Democracy is 
stabilizing. 

The Social Democrats made the most gains among 
women, primarily between the ages of 33 and 40. Fifty- 
three percent of the SDP sympathizers in February were 
women, as opposed to 43 percent in December. The 
number of voters from the LO [National Federation of 
Trade Unions] is also increasing. 


Nearer the Limit 


The Moderates have been at the 20-percent mark or just 
over for almost a year and are still larger than the three 
other governing parties put together. Of the coalition 
partners, it is the Liberals that have the most difficulties 
and, with 5 percent, are coming uncomfortably close to 
the 4-percent requirement for representation in the Riks- 
dag. The Christian Democrats have been at the 5-percent 
mark for a long time. 


During the polling period, the debate over standard 
versus basic security heated up and Bengt Westerberg’s 
zealous defense of the welfare policy——and continued 
high taxes—has apparently not helped his party. 


A Turn to the Left 


In contrast, the Center has made large gains. Afier 
having been down at the 5-percent mark in October of 
last year, the party has increased its percentages in three 
Straight polling periods. With 8 percent the party has 
almost attained its level of support in the 1991 election. 


It is mostly from the other government parties, primarily 
the Moderates and Liberals, that the Center is winning 
voters. Some are also being taken from New Democracy. 
No gains are being made, however, from the Social 
Democrats or the Left Party. 


The Center's clearly rising trend can be regarded as a 
“turn to the left” within the government. Possibly it is a 
result of Olof Johansson’s mutterings during the polling 
period about a national defense levy on the well-to-do 
and his stubborn fight for an end to the municipal tax 
moratorium in 1994. 


Schyman Did Not Help 


Gudrun Schyman became the new chairman of the Left 
Party on the | 3th, and party leadership changes usually 
bring good ratings in the polls because of all the pub- 
licity. But in Gudrun Schyman’s first ratings, the Left 
Party once again dropped below the 4-percent barrier, 
where they are in the company of the Green Party. 
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New Democracy 1s back down to its old level of 8 or 9 
percent after a large increase to 10.5 percent in 
December. The New Democrats can take comfort in the 
fact that they and the Social Democrats are the only 
parties thal are above their 1991 election results. The 
Social Democrats at that time had 37.7 percent and New 
Democracy 6.7. 





DAGENS NYHETER's Voter Barometer (in percent) 



































Party Febreary Nevember February 
1992 1992 1993 
Moderates 22.5 22.0 20.0 
Liberals 90 6.5 $.0 
Center 6.0 6.0 8.0 
Chnstian Democrats 66 40 $.0 
Greens 20 3.0 25 
SDP 415 46.0 475 
Left Party 40 40 30 
New Democracy 80 8.0 8.5 
Others 1.0 0.5 0.5 
Would Not Say 90 90 11.5 














{i gures for March-October 1992 and December 1992-January 1993 
omitted] 





Intervie ws were conducted between 25 January and 18 
February 1993. The statistical margin of error is about 3 
percent for the SDP rating: 2.5 percent for the Moder- 
ates; 2 percent for the Liberals, Center, Christian Dem- 
ocrats, and New Democracy; and 2 percent for ail other 
parties. [passage omitted] 


Poll Shows Rise in Center Party's Ratings 


93P20107B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 28 Feb 93 p 8 


[Article by Ake Ekdahl: “Poll Ratings Delight the 
Center™] 


[Excerpts] The sun is shining again over rejected and 
depressed Center Party members. Riksdag group leader 
Per Ola Eriksson was in a good mood traveling home on 
Saturday [27 February] to meet his party colleagues from 
Alvsby. The rest of the group was in Brussels on a study 
tour. 


For three ratings in a row the Center Party has gone up 
in the polls. The Center has at least temporarily stopped 
the Oresund bridge and reconfigured the party profile on 
municipal taxes, a national defense levy, and local 
autonomy. Olof Johansson has cume up wounded but 
alive from the government crisis over the recycling 
proposition. It is understandable that the Center 
chairman is bubbling over with delight on the phone 
from the luncheon room at the Jolly Hotel on Atlanda 
Boulevard Adolf Max 7 in Brussels on Saturday. 


He has had the whole party executive and parts of the 
Riksdag group gathered around him in the morning to 
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study EC work in Brussels and discuss the future Center 
Party policy in the EC. Also on the trip are 15 chief 
editors and journalists from Center Party newspapers. 
Olof Johansson has met the EC’s new Commissioner for 
the Environment Yannis Paieocrassas. Agricultural Min- 
ister Kari Erik Olsson is lobbying for Swedish agricul- 
tural subsidies and will meet France's Agriculture Min- 
ister Jean Pierre Soisson and the rest of the EC and 
EFTA agriculture ministers in Paris. [passage omitted] 


“We feel that it is getting better in the party,” says Olof 
Johansson about the latest polls. “Our values have come 
to the forefromt of the debate recently and we have 
increased our credibility. More activity on the environ- 
mental front has also given results. Can I hear all the 
results? Aha, we didn't take anything from the Social 
Democrats, that is regrettable. But I can cheer up the 
party executive which is sitting here cating.” [passage 
omitted] 


In the Liberal Party, which lost |.5 percent in the ratings 
and dropped to a miserable 5 percent, party secretary 
Peter Orn was depressed. “That is too low. We will press 
harder on the ideological questions. Then the party will 
be more distinguishable. Next week we start an ideolog- 
ical campaign, on welfare and the market economy 
among other things, but not so much on the EC issue.” 


The Social Democrats are dancing with joy over the good 
ratings. In the Riksdag’s office they are working on the 
secret savings package that will be revealed at the latest 
on 7 May, the last day for counterproposals to the 


government's supplementary budget. [passage omitted] 


The Left Party’s Gudrun Schyman called her party 
executive committee to a Saturday mecting in the 
Riksdag house and decided to help the nonsocialisi 
government with research money from the wage earner 
funds on certain conditions. The Social Democrats are 
angry with the Moderates over the funds, but Schyman is 
prepared to back away from her old view and commit 
her 14 votes to the government side as long as the fund 
money can be directed to new and environmentally 
friendly technology which will create jobs. She also 
favors a better work environment. 


“It is better to invest in development and research of use 
to industry than to let the money lie passively. Discuss it 
with us,” says Schyman to the government. [passage 
omitted] 


* Political Party Poll Trends Since 1988 


93EN0234D Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish | Mar 93 p 6 


[Article by Ake Ekdahl: “Opinion Changes Often Show 
Up Gradually”] 


[Text] In the last two election periods, from the 1988 
election until the present, gains and losses for all the 
political parties have succeeded each other in one- or 


FBIS-WEU-93-058 
29 March 1993 


two-year cycles. Following big voter unrest in the last 
election, the winds of public opinion have become more 
stable in the past year. 


The summary of Temo’s voter barometer 
polis is in its fifth year. It clearly shows that rapid 
upward or downward changes do not always indicate the 
beginning of a new trend. Often shifts in party preference 
show up gradually. 


The opinion institutes usually detect changes at an early 
stage by measuring the firmness of voter preferences for 
each party. The percentage of respondents who say they 
are sure of their party choice is usually high, up to 90 
percent, for the Social Democrats and the Left Party and 
relatively low for the Environment Party and the Lib- 
erals. 


Declining figures for a party in a long series of polls 
suggest increased uncertainty about party preference and 
indicate that a change may be imminent. Al present 
there is mounting uncertainty among the supporters of 
the New Democracy Party [NYD], while there is 
increased certainty in the Left Party. The Christian 
Democrats [KDS] showeu declining certainty in Feb- 
ruary. We must wait for next month's poll to see what 
this indicates. 


Break in Trend 


Look at the table below [not reproduced here], which 
shows party opinion fluctuations from the | 988 election 
until the present. 


The Moderates rode an 18-month high that lasted until 
half a year before the last election, from September 1989 
to April 1991, when New Democracy stepped into the 
arena. 


For a one-year period, from February 1990 to February 
1991, things also went well for the Liberals. The two 
successful parties, the Liberals and the Moderates, col- 
laborated on an economic policy platform for a coalition 
government, “A New Start for Sweden.” That broke the 
upward trend. A year later, in March 1992, there was 
another decline for the Liberal Party. 


The Center Party has had fewer dramatic fluctuations in 
public opinion. A decline began about a year ago in 
December 1991, but since last November a weak upturn 
has been discernible. 


Crisis Package Influential 


KDS had a short heady upturn for about a year, from 
October 1990 to December 1991, with the support of 
11.5 percent of the voters at its peak. The rise was 
well-timed in relation to the last election. 


The Environment Party had its best results at the begin- 
ning of the Riksdag period. When attention was at its 
height the party had a support level of 8.5 percent. The 
end of the honeymoon came slowly, but became really 
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obvious in February 1991, which coincided with the 
beginning of the KDS boom. 


The Social Democrats started losing ground in 1989 and 
1990 in connection with the first crisis package and 
internal conflicts with the Federation of Trade Unions 
[LO], among others. The low support level continued 
from May 1989 to the summer of 1991. The turning 
point came before the election, but too late to sustain 
government power. Since October 1992 the party has 
been at a consistently high level, around 46-47 percent. 


Increased Voter Uncertainty 


During the Social Democrats’ weakest period with the 
government crisis, the freeze package and stiff internal 
Opposition to the party’s renewal process, the Left Party 
reaped substantial gains. Despite internal conflicts over 
Lars Werner's leadership and party policy, the Left 
Communist Party, as it was then called, reached a 
support level of 8 percent. The party name change and 
subsequent program changes did not help. In December 
1991 the successful period ended and the party is now 
fighting to stay above the Riksdag cutoff line. 


“Abstainers,”’ uncertain voters, increased sharply during 
the Social Democratic crisis. From February to October 
1990 one voter in five was unable to give a party 
preference. The great uncertainty continued until the 
spring of 1991 when NYD made a bid for Riksdag 
participation. 


Sudden Shifts Misleading 


This table [not reproduced here] shows voter support for 
the various political parties in February according to 
three opinion institutes. 


The three polls were conducted using different methods 
and were not carried out in exactly the same weeks. All 
three asked respondents the same question: Which party 
do you consider best today? 


Which poll should one rely on, which is correct? The 
results cannot be compared down to the last decimal 
point because different polling methods were used. It is 
even more difficult to compare them with election 
results, which are quite different from attitude measure- 
ments. Between elections voters may express approval 
for one party but still remain loyal to another in an 
election. Protests against parties that have provoked 
dissatisfaction are registered in opinion polls, but their 
voters remain loyal. 


It is also important not to dwell on individual current 
figures. As a rule big isolated changes up or down are 
corrected in the next poll. A series of small shifts in the 
same direction are more important for an accurate 
reading of the opinion situation and current trends. 


Temo showed a slight decline for the Social Democrats 
in December after a steadily upward trend. In the 
following month the trend was re-established. Similarly 
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the SIFO [Swedish Institute for Public Opinion Polls] 
figure went up a notch in January, but the level has now 
been restored. 


Some parties habitually get a higher rating from one 
opinion institute than another. This variation is partly a 
result of random errors in selection. The institutes usu- 
ally give the size of the margin of error for the different 
Parties. 


Irrelevant 


Experience has shown that voter opinions are influenced 
very slowly even by big and revolutionary political 
events. Therefore there is no reason to get excited about 
sudden shifts. Brief radio and TV reports based on 
newspaper opinion polls often give the misleading 
impression that such changes are important, but in 
almost all cases they do not mark the beginning of a new 
trend and are irrelevant. 


The Social Democrats’ abrupt shifts up and down in the 
SIFO and Temo polls can be attributed in part to the 
current restlessness of Social Democratic voters. The 
party has been growing at a rate of approximately | 
percent a month for the last 20 months. 


Hard for Governments 


But it is still possible to discern broad general agreement 
on the opinion situation for the different parties. 


With half the mandate period remaining for the Riksdag 
parties, the Moderates lie a little below their election 
result, the Liberals have lost more than a third of their 
voters, the Center Party is somewhat below its election 
figure, and so is KDS. Problems are common for gov- 
ernment parties. During the entire period Sweden has 
had a unicameral Riksdag, since 1970, government par- 
ties have lost voters between elections. 


The Social Democrats lie around 10 percentage points 
above their election result and have a solidly positive 
trend, while the Left Party seems to be firmly rooted just 
below the cutoff line for Riksdag representation. New 
Democracy is at about the same level as in the election, 
but there is great volatility among its voters and the 
trend since the election has been downward. 


Voters Back Social Democrats 


The Social Democrats continue to have strong voter 
support. This was shown by the Feoruary SVENSKA 
DAGBLADET/SIFO poll. 


The Left Party’s Gudrun Schyman is the party leader 
with the lowest voter confidence rating, according to the 


poll. 


Only 6 percent said they had great confidence in Schy- 
man. 


Lars Werner had a | 5-percent rating in his last poll. 
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Here are the results of the February poll with changes 
since January shown in parentheses: 
































Social Democrats 48.8 (- 1.6) 
Left Party 3.7 (+ 0.3) 
Moderates 18.$(- 1.0) 
Center 6.9 (+ 0.8) 
Liberals 6.1 (+ 0.5) 
Christian Democrats $.6 (+ 1.0) 
Environment Party 2.2 (- 0.1) 
New Democracy 7.8 (+ 0.1) 
Others 0.4 (0) 





Pollsters interviewed 1,874 people during the period 
8-25 February. 


Increased Distrust in Government 


Confidence in the government is declining, according to 
today’s poll conducted by Scandinavian Opinions AB 
(SKOP) for GOTEBORGSTIDNINGEN. 


The February poll shows that the group of people who 
think the government is doing a good job has declined by 
6 percent in the past month. 


Some 46 percent of those polled feel the government 1s 
doing a fairly poor or very poor job, compared with 42 
percent in January. 


The figure for fairly good or very good was 33 percent. 
That is the lowest figure since the election and can be 
compared with 49 percent in December 1992. Only one 
out of 20 Swedes, or 5 percent, are prepared to give the 
government a “very good” rating for its work. 


Criticism of the government among its own voters is 
severe. Some 20 percent of respondents with nonsocialist 
sympathies feel the government is doing a poor job. 


SKOP polled 1,062 Swedish citizens between the ages of 
18 and 74. 


* Liberal Party in ‘Crisis’ as Women Voters Flee 


93EN0254A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 5 Mar 93 p 7 


[Article by Ake Ekdahl: “Women Fly From Westerberg”) 


[Text] The Liberal Party is in a crisis, and the women are 
abandoning Bengt Westerberg. 


On Monday the Liberal Party will start a national 
ideological campaign on the theme, “Sweden needs both 
business and benefits.” 


This is one of many crisis pills that the party’s mobili- 
zation group took six months ago because of continued 
election losses. 
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In March, the work of renewal continues in the Liberal 
Party with other projects such as “Leadership School,” 
“Tandem Tournaments,” “Profiling Conferences for 
Young Candidates,” and “Competing lists in every 
county in the coming nominations for the Rikstag and 
for authorized representatives.” 


Irony of Fate 


The whole operation is saturated with the idea of 
equality. The Liberal Party was first and foremost with 
many women in leading positions in the party. Rotating 
votes and quotas were introduced in the struggle for 
increased equality among women. The Liberal Party had 
equality as a profile question. The party leader Bengt 
Westerberg is now Equality Minister. 


Therefore it is an irony of fate that the Liberal Party 
today is losing more women among the voters than any 
other party. 


Poor Number 


According to the latest opinion poll by Temo, women 
have given up the Liberal Party as the next worst party. 
Only the powerfully male-dominated New 

has a poorer number of women. Among all voters, the 
Liberal Party got 5.2 percent. Male support for the 
Liberal Party was 6.3 percent, and female support 4.0. 


The electorate is divided into just about as many men as 
women. In order to reach equilibrium between men and 
women, the parties must have the comparison number of 
100. The Liberal Party’s women’s participation is 77, 
New Democracy 75, the Left Party 83, the Moderate 
Coalition Party 89, the Christian Democratic Party 96, 
the Center Party 100, the Social Democrats 112, and the 
Environmental Party 133. Thus two parties are over- 
represented among female voters. 


The Women Are Leaving 


Precisely one year ago the women gave up the Liberal 
Party as the third best party. In the whole electorate the 
Liberal Party had 7.2 percent. Among men the support 
was only 5.8 percent, among women, 8.7 percent. The 
comparison figures in the four most popular parties for 
women in March 1992 were 145 for the Environmental 
Party, 123 for the Christian Democratic Party, 12! for 
the Liberal Party, and 106 for the Social Democrats. 


The Liberal Party today still has a strong position only 
among women 30-44, 7.4 percent, and in the Swedish 
Group of Salaried Employees. Polls show that the Lib- 
eral Party's decline is the result of women leaving Bengt 
Westerberg’s party. 


Special Groups 


The Liberal Party's crisis report decided to work more 
with special target groups. This is quite possible, even for 
an ideological party such as the Liberal Party, they 
thought after having ascertained from which voting 
groups the Liberal Party had lost votes. 
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The large losses occurred among wide groups with mod- 
erate political interests. Small businessmen and minor 
civil servants from smaller districts left the Liberal 
Party. Women were not mentioned in the warning 
reports from the Swedish Institute for Public Opinion 
Polls and from the Statistical Central Bureau. Their 
flight must have come in the last six months. 


It seems to be no accident that the Liberal Party is 
Starting its large spring campaign on 8 March, Interna- 
tional Women’s Day. 


Wibble an Asset 


The picture the voters have of the Liberal Party is that of 
a party of well-educated and professionally active 
women. The party itself recognizes that Anne Wibble as 
Finance Minister was an asset and gave the party a 
woman's profile in the economic area. 


Traditional women’s questions such as world renewal, 
care for the elderly, and child care have also given the 
Liberal Party a profile. 
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Emphasis on humane refugee policy on the other hand 
was never the party's own choice of a main question, but 
the crisis group realized that it got a prominent place in 
the election campaign as a result of New Democracy’s 
agitation. 


Increased Mobility 


Today the party puts forth the EC and equality as the 
most important profile questions. One of the selected 
target groups for the party is women. 


Increased mobility in the electorate and the possibility of 
standing on two feet: Struggle for freedom of choice 
(against the Social Democrats) and social engagement 
(against the Moderates) the party strategists see as a 
means of revenge in the next election. 


Election researchers Soren Holmberg and Mikael 
Gilljam present a different picture: The Liberal Party is 
the Hallsberg of party politics—a waiting room for 
people changing parties. 
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President Leaves for New York Talks With 
Denktas, UN Head 


NC2703113593 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY in 
English 1003 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] Nicosia, Mar 27 (CNA)}—President Glavkos 
Kliridhis left Saturday [27 March] for New York for his 
first joint meeting with Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktas and UN Chief Butrus Butrus-Ghali to prepare 
the ground for the resumption of direct negotiations on 
Cyprus. 


The three men will hold their one-day meeting on 
Tuesday, March 30 to “discuss the timing, modalities 
and preparation for the resumption of substantive direct 
negotiations,” according to a UN announcement. 


It will be Kliridhis’ first meeting since his election last 
month and he is expected to have a private encounter 
with Butrus-Ghali before the joint session. Kliridhis will 
also meet the president of the Security Council, New 
Zealand's Ambassador Terence O'Brien and the ambas- 
sadors of the five permanent Security Council member 
countries. [passage omitted] 


During his New York stay Kliridhis will meet the Arch- 
bishop of North and South America lakovos and repre- 
sentatives of Greek and Cypriot organisations in the 
US. 


He will return to the island on Wednesday [31 March]. 
He is accompanied by Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhail- 
idhis and Government Spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis. 


During Kliridhis’ absence, Socialist Party leader Vasos 
Lissaridhis will be acting president of the Republic in his 
Capacity as acting president (speaker) of the House of 
Representatives. House President Alexis Galanos is also 
abroad, attending conferences in Malta and Canada. 


Arrives in New York, Comments 


NC2803082793 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 0430 GMT 28 
Mar 93 


[Text] President Glavkos Kliridhis arrived in New York 
early this morning and will meet UN Secretary General 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktas on Tuesday [30 March]. In an arrival statement, 
he said that in addition to setting a date to continue the 
Cyprus talks, some of the UN secretary general's ideas 
on the procedure and possible expansion of the talks will 
be discussed. 


Kliridhis said that it is thought that two people may be 
appointed to take over the responsibilities of the UN 
secretary general's special representative to Cyprus. One 
will be an assistant to the UN secretary general and the 
other an internationally known figure. The UN secretary 
general's assistant will hold the negotiations, while the 
other person may attend them. The UN secretary general 
also may attend the talks when serious issues are being 
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discussed and he will be able to call on the representa- 
tives of the five Security Council permanent members 
and of Greece and Turkey. 


The UN secretary general will host a luncheon this 
Wednesday [31 March] for Kliridhis and Denktas. 


Government Welcomes Clinton’s Assurance on 
Solution 


NC2603 185593 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY in 
English 1737 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] Nicosia, Mar 26 (CNA)}—The Cypriot Govern- 
ment welcomed Friday [26 March] President Bill 
Clinton’s assurance that his administration “will not 
rest” until a solution is found to the Cyprus problem. 


President Clinton, referring to the Cyprus problem 
during a special ceremony at the White House yesterday, 
gave his personal assurance that the U.S. would stay fully 
engaged in the UN process of negotiations on Cyprus 
and would not rest until a solution was found. 


“I want to give you my personal assurance that I and my 
administration will stay fully engaged in the UN process 
of negotiations, that we will give our full energies to 
helping reach a fair and permanent solution to the 
Cyprus dispute, and that we will not rest until a solution 
is found,” the American President stated. 


He also said during the first two months of his Presi- 
dency that he had the opportunity to raise the Cyprus 
issue in “serious discussions” with Turkish President 
Turgut Ozal and by telephone with Turkish Prime Min- 
ister Suleyman Demirel. “You can count on the United 
States to be there until this issue is resolved,”’ Clinton 
added. 


Asked to comment on Clinton's statements, Govern- 
ment Spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis said the Cypriot 
Government particularly welcomed the decision by the 
U.S. Government to continue to show interest until a 
solution was found and the efforts it was making in this 
direction. 


Kasoulidhis added “on our part, the will is there to reach 
a permanent, just, and workable solution through the 
process of the peace talks under the aegis of the UN 
secretary general. 


“What is needed now is for the Turkish side to show the 
opening for a Cyprus settlement,” he added. 


Cyprus has been divided since the 1974 Turkish inva- 
sion. Turkey continues to occupy 37 per cent of this East 
Mediterranean island's areas territory. 
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Press Attache Said To Justify Turkish ‘Invasion’ 


NC2503155993 Nicosia ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
24 Mar 93 p I 


[Text] Andonios Keriskos, a Greek national living in 
Belgium, has written to us about an interview in the 
newspaper “LE PEUPLE” with Cypriot Press Attache 
Dh. Komodhromos. 


Quoting from translated excerpts of the interview, the 
writer notes: “No more and no less, this gentleman 
justifies the Turkish invasion of Cyprus, saying the 
Turkish arguments are right. Elsewhere, he actually 
disavows the Greek nature of Cypriots.” 


The writer adds: 


“If these are the positions of Cyprus and these are the 
kind of people who represent the Cypriots, why do you 
call upon us, Greeks everywhere, to help you and why do 
we all try to condemn the Turkish invasion and occupa- 
tion?” 


The following excerpts of Dh. Komodhromos’ interview 
are criticized: 

“Our interlocutor weighs the pros and cons of the 1974 
Turkish action. Greek officers staged a coup d'etat. The 


Turks, rightly, intervened. But when the president at the 
time, Makarios, returned, they should have withdrawn.” 


“There is a trend that believes the Greek Cypriots belong 
to the Greek Nation.” 


The writer also informs us that Dh. Komodhromos sent 
a correction to the paper the next day, “which, however, 
more or less repeated the same unacceptable things.” 


The letter concludes: 


“When I asked Cypriot friends in Belgium about this 
gentleman, | was informed that he was one of those 
people who received the patronage of former Govern- 
ment Spokesman Akis Fandis by invoking the need for 
enlightenment [on the Cyprus problem]. Bravo....” 
{ellipsis as published] 


Investigation Ordered Into Remarks 
NC2503 154093 Nicosia | MAKHI in Greek 25 Mar 93 
pp |, 6 


[Report by Kiriakos Kiriakidhis} 
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[Text] The Foreign Ministry takes such a serious view of 
press reports on events involving our Embassy in Athens 
and our Embassy's press attache in Brussels that it has 
ordered an investigation to determine whether some 
reports are true. 


In yesterday's edition [24 March] of the Cypriot news- 
paper ELEVTHEROTIPIA, a Greek man accused Dh. 
Komodhromos, the Cypriot press attache in Brussels, of 
justifying the 1974 Turkish invasion of Cyprus and of 
questioning whether the Greek Cypriots belong to the 
Greek nation in an interview with the newspaper LE 
PEUPLE. He said: “Some Greek officers staged a coup 
d’etat but the Turks, rightly, intervened. When Arch- 
bishop Makarios returned to Cyprus, they should have 
withdrawn. There is a tendency to believe that the Greek 
Cypriots belong to the Greek nation.” 


Another serious issue arises because of a report in the 
Athens’ ELEVTHEROTIPIA [a review of all editions to 
hand reveals no such report], that claims that the Cypriot 
Embassy deliberately ignored a German Eurodeputy in 
Athens who asked to be briefed on the latest develop- 
ments in Cyprus. German Eurodeputy Gernt Walder has 
repeatedly supported the Greek positions on Cyprus. 
The report states: “If he was one of the Eurodeputies 
who supported the Turkish positions, the Turkish 
Embassy in Athens would not have ignored him. The 
Cypriot Embassy ignored the German, no one knows 
why, although it was briefed on the issue.” 


When we asked for more information and clarification 
yesterday, the Foreign Ministry said it knew nothing of 
the two cases. When we mentioned the accusations, a 
senior Foreign Ministry official said they were very 
serious and if true, very damaging for the national 
enlightenment effort. He said he would order an imme- 
diate investigation and if the accusations turned out to 
be founded, radical measures would be taken, because 
such incidents are unacceptable and damage our 
national case. He added that embassy staff are ordered, it 
is their duty, to promote the positions of the Cypriot 
Government. At no time can they express their personal 
views. He concluded that it is equally unacceptable to 
ignore friends of Cyprus who want to promote and fight 
for our struggle’s rights. 
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Foreign Minister Cited on Skopje, Turkey 
PM2503175093 London THE EUROPEAN in English 
25-28 Mar 93 p 12 


[Report on interview with Foreign Minister Mikhail 
Papakonstandinou by John Psaropoulos; date, place not 
given] 


[Text] There are two republics in the Balkans without 
clear national identities and grappling with the problems 
of survival. Bosnia, in the midst of a bloody war, is being 
carved up before our eyes. The other orphan, the smaller 
and less visible Skopje, is seeking to survive by asserting 
its right to the “Macedonian” nationality that Greece 
also sees as a vital component of its own sense of 
nationhood. 


Greek Foreign Minister Mikhail Papakonstandinov, 
whose government opposes any recognition of the state 
of Macedonia under that name, was as uncompromising 
as ever when I saw him in his office: “They are trying to 
take their name from one fragment of their territory. 
This is bound to lead to friction and perhaps an explo- 
sion.” 


It 1s certainly true that the “former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (FYROM), headed by President Gligorov, 
consists of a mixture of Slavs, Albanians, Gipsies, Serbs 
and Turks. The prestigious “Macedonian™ label was only 
stuck on them by Marshal Tito in 1945. 


But, claims Papakonstandinou, the battle 1s not simply 
over historical accuracy. Greece does not want a rene- 
gade Macedonia on the fringes of its own region of that 
name, where the palaces of Alexander the Great and 
Philip Il have been excavated and extensively 
researched. 


That is why Greece now insists that Skopje’s UN mem- 
bership, and any confidence-building measures to secure 
the boundaries of the new state, must be inextricably 
linked with the question of its name. Greece has so far 
resisted any softening of the international position. 


Papakonstandinou's discussions with his French and 
British counterparts last week aimed to ensure that 
Skopje’s failure so far to accept or reject the UN plan will 
not squeeze any further concessions out of Greece. 


The foreign minister's voice rises when he addresses the 
expansionist ambitions many Greeks suspect the new 
state to be harboring. These are “absolutely out of 
reality, out of date, and they must know that they cannot 
harbor this sort of ambition against their neighbours.” 


He reminded me that Greece mounted its own initiative 
to enlist Albania, Bulgaria and Serbia in a joint guar- 
antee of Skopje’s borders, adding with some relish: “In 
order to make Mr Gligorov feel safer.” But Skopje as not 
interested. Nevertheless, I thought | detected some 
admiration of Giigorov’s political “guts.” 
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I pressed him on the point that no country can ultrmately 
copyright its cultural heritage. His reply was curt “l 
think they are immature They are newcomers on the 
imiernational scene and trying to find their place”—a 
somewhat heavy-handed response but for the slightly 
mischievous smile that seemed to be playing on his face. 


Skopje has undoubiedly won something of a public 
relations victory so tar. Bul Papakonstandinou believes 
the sympathy for Skopje arises out of its vulnerability. It 
is surrounded by more powerful states and could become 
another Bosnia. 


The foreign minister blames the war there on “an carly 
dissolution and then a hasty recognition of the states of 
former Yugoslavia without any consideration for 
national rivalries and religious differences.” Greece had 
to some extent foreseen that Seran pride would lead to 
war, so | asked what solution Greece, now proposed. “A 
political settlement, not a military intervention,” was the 
immediate reply. “lt 1s hard to stop a war by waging 
another war and, if there 1s military involvement of any 
kind, Greece will not participate ~ 


Greece remains the only country im the region which 1s 
represented in all the important Western organiza- 
tions—the EC. Nato and the Western European Union 
Papakonstandinou’s hopes still centre on the EC and UN 
as bodies which “should push us to think on a new basis” 
in the solving of local disputes and conflicts. He “would 
like to believe that we live in a new world.” doubtless a 
non-violent one. 


“Greece 1s the only country in the EC which still has 
problems of national security. problems which it cannot 
afford to face alone,” he says. Greeks have not forgotien 
how Smyrna was lost to Turkey in 1922 and the Turkish 
invasion of northern Cyprus in 1974 still rankles 
Indeed, Greek perspective are still dominated by the 
shadow of Greece's ancient rival 


Many Greeks fear that Turkish minorities dating from 
the end of the Ottoman Empire will be exploited to 
revive the ancient empire. “We know that they try to 
present themselves as ‘protectors of these minorities.” 
the foreign minister observed, smiling and stopping to 
light his fifth cigarette. Turkey did after all invade 
Cyprus on the pretext of protecting its Turkish minority, 
ironically carning further attacks for human rights vio- 
lations. 


Cyprus remains im the view of Papakonstandinou the 
main obstacle to improved Gireek-Turkish relations 
Twenty thousand Greek Cypriots were expelled from 
their homes in the 1974 invasion and 1.619 are still 
“Missing’—a ecuphemism for killed or in Turkish 
prisons. The dispute remains unresolved after almost 
two decades. 


Papakonstandinou blames UN “ineffectiveness.” but 
explains the reasons behind it: “Turkey 1s in a geograph- 
ical position which gives the impression to the West that 
they are very much needed. In my opinion the Western 
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nations have to influence Turkey to solve the Cyprus 
problem.” He clearly thinks they could: “Turkey spends 
at least $300 million a year to maintain the occupying 
force on Cyprus. 


Papakonstandinou defended the government's efforts to 
keep a dialogue open with Turkey, saying that he and 
Prime Minister Mitsotakis had met their Turkish coun- 
terparts several times “to discuss minor issues.” | asked 
him if he thought there were serious prospects for a good 
working relationship. The smile came back when he 
replied: “Sometimes yes, sometimes no.” 


Greek foreign policy seems to be ultimately shaped by 
one very simple principle—Greece must play it by the 
book. With a population one quarter the size of Turkey's 
and the highest standard of living in the Balkans, Greece 
1s feeling exposed. It 1s also past the adolescent stage of 
seeking power through territorial acquisitions. 


As the foreign minister put it “If we want peace and 
Stability in the region, we must distinguish ourselves 
from our neighbours.” 


Mitsotakis Briefs President on Latest Skopje 
Developments 


NC2603153993 Athens Elliniki Radhiotonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis met 
President Konstandinos Karamanlis at noon today and 
briefed him on the latest developments on Skopje. Mit- 
sotakis asked the president to convene a conference of 
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political leaders. Afterward, Mitsotakis issued a state- 
ment strongly criticizing PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement] Chairman Andreas Papandreou and retter- 
ating that a resolution issued at a meeting of political 
leaders on 13 Apr! 1992 clearly mentioned that a 
meeting to discuss future moves would be held as soon as 
the government had concluded its efforts on the national 
issue. 


Answering a question on debate in the Chamber of 
Deputies. the prime minister said he considers it absurd 
that PASOK should also reject parliamentary debate. 
Mitsotakis said: | was given the nation’s authority to 
follow a policy on Skopje. which I have meme F 
followed in Europe and at the United Nations. We are 
now al a pomt where | must account to those who 
authorized me. [passage omitted] 


Why doesn’t Papandreou want to speak with the govern- 
ment’ | hear he reyects parliamentary debate. Doesn't 
the prime minisier have the nght to brief the nation on 
the national issue” That's why | am in the Chamber of 
Deputies, 1 1s a substitute for a meeting of political 
leaders. | will appear in parliament and bref the nation. 
The prime minister concluded: What does Papandreou 
want from me” Not to inform the nation? Or 1s he 
afrand—and this 1s very lhkely—that he is not in a 
position to reply on any substance and that his policy of 
dialogue will collapse” [passage omitted] 


The president's press bureau has issued the following 
statement. When President Konstandinos Karamanlis 
received Mitsotakis today. the prime minister suggested 
that the political leaders meet under Karamanlis to 
discuss Skopye. The Presidency contacted the political 
party leaders but they did not agree that such a meeting 
would be useful. It will therefore not be held 
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Demirel Urges West To Guarantee Bosnian 
Cease-Fire 


TA2703185893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 27 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Replying to a question in 
Istanbul on the latest situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel! pointed out that the 
agreement to be signed there must be guaranteed by the 
Western states. Demirel said: 


{Begin recording] Bosnian President Izetbegovic has 
signed the agreement. If the Serbs also sign it, if a 
cease-fire is established, if the cease-fire is respected, 
then I believe a very important step will have been taken. 
We hope that the agreement is signed. Then the Western 
countries must guarantee the implementation of this 


agreement. [end recording] 


Replying to a question on the developments in Russia, 
Demirel said that the Western countries were late in 
supporting Yeltsin. Demirel said that in a conversation 
with former President Bush, he had drawn the presi- 
dent's attention to the instability in Russia and given 
him a | 3-item framework plan. Demirel said that during 
a telephone conversation with President Clinton as well, 
he raised developments in Russia. 


Demirel stressed that instability in Russia would greatly 
disturb Europe and the world. [passage omitted] 


Defense Minister Leaves for NACC Meeting in 
Brussels 


TA2803111193 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 0920 
GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Text] Istanbul, March 28 (AA)}—Defense Minister 
Nevzat Ayaz will represent Turkey at a one-day meeting 
of defense ministers from the North Atlantic Coopera- 
tion Council (NACC) in Brussels next Monday [29 
March]. 


Ayaz on Sunday [28 March] flew to Brussels, where he is 
scheduled to meet U.S. Deputy Defense Sectretary 
William Perry. 


On Monday Ayaz will meet Albanian Defense Minister 
Safet Zhulali and Polish Defense Minister Janusz Onysz- 
kiewicz for bilateral talks. 


He will return to Turkey on Tuesday. 


The NACC groups NATO members and countries of the 
now-defunct Warsaw Pact in a bid to improve dialogue 
and cooperation in the post-cold war order 


The NACC meeting will involve representatives from all 
NATO countries—apart from France which remains 
outside NATO's military wing—plus Albania, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
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Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Russia, 
Slovakia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and 
Uzbekistan. 


The NACC was set up in 1991 at a summit in Rome 
following the political changes which shook eastern 
Europe after 1989. 


The chiefs of staff of the NACC member countries are 
scheduled to meet in Brussels on April 26. 


Cc * Denktas Leaves for 30 Mar New York 
Meeting 


7A2803110293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[Text] Rauf Denktas, president of the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus, left Istanbul today to attend the 
preparatory talks to be held with Greek Cypriot Admin- 
istration leader Glavkos Kliridhis under the chairman- 
ship of the UN secretary general in New York on 30 
March. 


In a statement at Istanbul's Ataturk Airport before his 
departure, Denktas explained that the timing and proce- 
dures regarding the future Cyprus talks will be discussed 
in New York. Recalling that the meetings to be held on 
30 March are not negotiations, Denktas expressed the 
wish, however, that the talks will be sincere and based on 
goodwill. He remarked that he will submit the views 
expected to emerge during the preparatory meetings to 
the relevant authorities in his country. 


Denktas stressed that all the members of the UN Secu- 
rity Council want the Cyprus question to be resolved 
through formulas acceptable to the two sides, adding, 
however, that the situation in the wake of the elections in 
the Greek Cypriot sector indicates that the Greek Cyp- 
riots are not in favor of a federal solution in Cyprus. 
Denktas pointed out that there is no one in the Greek 
Cypriot community who provides assurances for the 
Turkish Cypriots, who does not repeat the past, who 
respects equality, and who agrees to Turkey's guarantees. 


In his statement two days ago, the Greek Cypriot arch- 
bishop declared that Cyprus is a Greek island in its 
entirety, Denktas recalled and added: A long preparatory 
period is needed to bring the two sides closer together. 
Before doing this, we must investigate what the two 
peoples want and reach a sound conclusion on this 
subject. If we attempt to bring the two peoples together 
without doing this, the predictions of the archbishop will 
come true. A guerrilla war will be launched again. This is 
the situation. 


ae Notes Increase in Foreign Trade 
Deficit 

NC2403123993 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 21 Mar 
93 pp 6, 21 


[Column by Haluk Cillov: “The Foreign Trade Situa- 
tion” ] 
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[Text] The statistical information published on Turkey's 
foreign trade in 1992 indicates that compared to 1991, 
Our exports increased by 8.3 percent to total 
$13,593,000. Imports increased by 8.7 percent to total 
$14,715,000 last year. 


The two figures, particularily the one related to our 
exports, indicate that the targets established for 1992 
were not achieved. Consequently, our foreign trade def- 
icit increased from $7,454,000 in 1991 to $8,157,000 in 
1992. 


We have been confronted with a certain degree of 
Stagnation in the growth of our exports. Nevertheless, 
considering the stagnation in the world, the slow increase 
in Our exports can still be regarded as a positive devel- 
opment. Obviously, Turkey now understands the impor- 
tance of exporting its manufactured products. We have 
observed that Turkey's exports of industrial products 
have considerably increased. 


The breakdown of our exports indicates that “subsi- 
dized” wheat exports, which totaled $340 million, had a 
share in the increase of Turkey's income from its 
exports. Conversely, however, the amount of the 
exported traditional agricultural products—such as 
cotton, tobacco, and hazel nuts—decreased in 1992. The 
export of leather clothes and organic and chemical 
products, which have a significant share in Turkey's 
overall exports, also decreased. The export of cotton 
thread also decreased, the reason being Pakistan's 
dumping of cotton. 


Turkey's exports are not supported by any effective 
encouragemeni mechanism, save Eximbank credits to 
facilitate exports. In spite of that, the fact that 64 percent 
of exports were sent to OECD countries, in which free 
competition is widespread, was a positive indication of 
progress. However, we must realize that the relative fall 
in Our exports in the past few years forces us to deal with 
additional resources and rational encouragement mech- 
anisms. 


Industrial products had the largest share in Turkey's 
imports with 82 percent in 1992. Imports of automobiles 
gradually increased to total $539 million and crude oil 
imports totaled $2,632,000 in 1992. 


In short, the problems Turkey had to solve in its foreign 
trade in the early 1980's have now been left behind. 
Regardless of the limited growth in exports, imported 
commodities are found in abundance. This situation has 
prepared the ground for competition between local 
industries and imported commodities. Consequently, it 
has facilitated progress from the point of view of quality 
and prices. 


Thanks to the increasing income from tourism and 
capital investment, Turkey has had no difficulty in 
making payments, in spite of the increase in its foreign 
trade deficit. 
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The possibility that imports of luxury products and 
commodities would lead to problems created a certain 
degree of anxiety. However, the negative effects have 
been limited and temporary. 


Considering all this, we should not forget that exports 
make up Turkey's most stable source of foreign currency 
income and efforts must be made to support that 
domain. What should also be kept in mind is that 
maintaining free competition in imports is an unavoid- 
able requirement of opening to the outside world. 


International Agreement on Chemical Security 
Signed 

742603120093 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 26 Mar 93 


[Text] Turkey has become party to the international 
agreement on chemical security. The agreement was 
signed by Health Minister Yildirim Aktuna in Geneva. 


According to ANATOLIA, the agreement aims to pre- 
vent the harmful effects of chemicals on human health 
and the environment. The agreement stipulates that 
member countries train experts to fight diseases that 
may be caused by unavoidable accidents and to develop 
methods to this end. 


— Minister Comments on PKK Cease-Fire 
a 


NC2503 164293 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 23 
Mar 93 p 21 


{Kadir Ercan report: “The State Moves To Adopt a 
Moderate Approach”’] 


[Text] The government has indicated that it is prepared 
to adopt a moderate approach in response to the Kurdish 
Workers Party [PKK] call for a cease-fire. Internal 
Affairs Minister Ismet Sezgin has said the government 
may take some steps in response to a sincere PKK move 
to abandon bloodshed. Sezgin used a rather moderate 
tone in his assessment to HURRIYET on the situation. 
Stressing that additional powers will be transferred to the 
governors within the framework of the new law on 
provinces, which will be enacted soon, Sezgin listed the 
following steps the government may take if the PKK 
stops its criminal activities: 


1. If the PKK stops its criminal activities, the spring 
operation by our security forces would be unnecessary. 


2. The question of establishing a radio station that 
broadcasts in Kurdish would be placed on the agenda 
when changes are made in the Constitution regarding 
private radio and television networks. 


3. Kurdish towns forced to change their names would be 
allowed to take their original names. Some steps may be 
taken to allow parents to name their children without 
restrictions. 
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4. The state of emergency would be lifted. 


5. The state would be lenient toward youths who have 
not committed crimes and who decide to lay down their 
arms and come down from the mountains. These youths 
must trust Turkey's independent judicial agencies. 


Sezgin outlined these views during Show Television's 
“Press Club” program [as published; note graf one 
comment that Sezgin made his comments to HUR- 
RIYET] 


Wait-and-See Policy 


Replying to a question as to whether PKK leader 
Abdullah Ocalan’s cease-fire call was considered in the 
peaceful way Nevruz was marked in Turkey, Sezgin said: 
“Of course, that cannot be denied. It may have had a 
certain effect. We will see the effect the call may have 
had more clearly in the future. If those who have called 
the cease-fire lay down their arms and abandon terrorist 
activities and are sincere, they must prove it. They have 
to do that until at least 15 April. We will see how they 
behave and to what extent they are sincere.” 


Asked whether the government will change its approach 
toward the PKK if it proves its sincerity, Sezgin said: 
“First, they have to prove they are sincere so we can 
assess the situation.” Sezgin’s reply was a sign of a 
moderate approach toward the PKK. 


PKK, PSK Leaders Issue Statement Following 
Meeting 


NC2803 193693 (Clandestine) Voice of the People of 
Kurdistan in Arabic 1630 GMT 28 Mar 93 


[“Statement” issued on 19 March by Kurdistan Socialist 
Party Secretary General Kemal Burkay and Kurdish 
Workers Party Secretary General Abdullah Ocalan fol- 
lowing their meeting in Damascus] 


[Text] First, the national parties and organizations 
throughout Kurdistan musi respect each other's exist- 
ence and settle all questions and problems through 
dialogue and peaceful means. The national organizations 
must avoid conflict and cease hostile debates and criti- 
cism of each other. 


Second, the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] and the 
PSK [Kurdistan Socialist Party] are convinced of the 
need for the national parties and organizations in 
northern Kurdistan to improve their relations and to 
promote cooperation and cohesion among them. In the 
future, there should be an endeavor to set up a front 
grouping the national factions. To attain that end, the 
two parties will invite the national parties and factions to 
a joint meeting as soon as possible. 


Third, the Kurdish people, like any noble people, have 
the right to live freely, to determine their future inde- 
pendently and freciy, and to resist injustice and persecu- 
tion, a right recognized by the UN Human Rights 
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Charter and the Conference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe. Although it has recently recognized the 
existence of a Kurdish people, the Turkish Government 
does not accept the righis and freedom of this people, 
rendering such recognition meaning ¢ss. 


The Kurdish question could be resolved by achieving 
equality between the two peoples. We believe that the 
two peoples could coexist under a democratic regime and 
could live side by side in a fraternity provided this 
regime is a federal and democratic system. For this, 
Turkey must renounce its unjust policies, which have 
continued for many years and have caused, and continue 
to cause, the ongoing fighting and [word indistinct]. It 
must make room for a © *>eful resolution of the Kurdish 
question. If the Turki: ’. ‘ve rmment has a serious desire 
for peace, democracy, and equality, it must embark on 
the following steps speedily and without delay: 


1. The two sides must declare a cease-fire. The PKK’s 
recent step provides an appropriate and historic oppor- 
tunity. 


2. The extraordinary situation in Kurdistan must end, 
attempts to empty the region of its inhabitants must 
stop, and the special troops and village guards—‘.ie¢ 
militia—must be disbanded. 


3. A new democratic constitution for the country, guar- 
anteeing the existence and rights of the Kurdish people, 
must be drafted and all antidemocracy laws and regula- 
tions must be abrogated. 


4. A general pardon must be declared. 


5. All rights and freedoms of thinking, expression, pub- 
lishing, and organization must be granted. 


6. All outlawed parties, including our two parties, must 
be permitted to operate and advertise themselves legally. 


7. The ban on the Kurdish language, culture, and civili- 
zation must be lifted. The Kurds must be permitted to 
study in their own language at schools and freedom of 
radio and television transmission for the Kurds must be 
granted. 


8. All those forced to immigrate and those evicted from 
the region as a result of the fighting and burning of 
homes as well as those exiled in recent years must be 
permitted to return to their areas of residence and be 
compensated. 


9. In view of the increasing economic deterioration in 
the past few years, the economy must be consolidated, an 
appropriate program to promote Kurdistan’s economy 
must be devised, and agriculture and trade must be 
developed. 


By so doing, we will wholeheartedly congratulate our 
people on the glorious Nevruz Day. 
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[Signed] Kemal Burkay, secretary general of the Kurdi- 
stan Socialist Party; Abdullah Ocalan, secretary general 
of the Kurdish Workers Party 


[Dated] 19 March 1993 


‘Division’ Within Dev-Sol, Police Raids Reported 


NC2503 183393 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 20 Mar 93 p 2 


[Text] Ankara—A statement from the Istanbul security 
directorate said Friday [19 March] that the illegal Rev- 
olutionary Left (Dev-Sol) organization, which was dealt 
a big blow in the operations carried out in Istanbul in 
early March, has been divided within itself. 


It said Bedirhan Yagan, who was killed in the operation 
in the Kartal district, was the leader of a group which has 
emerged from the division within the organization. It 
said after escaping from prison in 1989, Yagan served as 
the second man of the organization, and was responsible 
for the Middle East until September 1992. 


The statement continued that as of that date, Yagan, 
claiming that Dev-Sol leader Dursun Karatas had caused 
the organization to weaken, seized the organization's 
archives and took the militants in Turkey and those who 
completed their training in Damascus on his side and 
entered Turkey with them. It further said that 10 of the 
25 militants who were arrested in the operations 
received armed training as members of the Armed Rev- 
olutionary Unions at the al- Biga’ valley, that seven of 
iuem were responsible for the organizing of Dev-Sol in 
Istanbul, and that three of them served as couriers. 


In his statement at the police directorate, Mustafa 
Demirer, one of the militants who is charged with the 
killing of 10 policemen in Istanbul, confirmed that there 
is division within the organization. 


The statement said that the militants of the Dev-Sol 
organization—of whom five were killed and 25 others 
arrested in the operations in Istanbul on March 8—were 
involved in the killings of retired generals, policemen, 
members of the National Intelligence Organization 
(MIT), and students. 


It said that the militants had participated in the murders 
of retired general Memduh Unluturk and Adnan Ersoz, 
famous insurance agent Andre Blake: Istanbul deputy 
police chief Sakir Koc and 17 other policemen; two MIT 
members; and three students. It said that the police 
conducted a series of operations on a total of nine safe 
houses, a depot and a workplace, in the Kartal, Iceren- 
koy, Umraniye, Fatih, Avcilar, Altinsehir, Besiktas, Mal- 
tepe and Beyoglu districts on March 8. During the 
operations on a safe house in the Kartal district, the 
militants opened fire in response to a call by the police to 
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surrender. Five militants were killed in the clash. Police 
seized six pistols, ammunition, and false 1D cards and 


passports. 


Meanwhile, the relatives of two militants who were 
killed in the operations in the Kartal district filed a 
complaint at the public prosecutor's office, against 
Istanbul Police Director Necdet Menzir and the 
policemen who participated in the operations. The pres- 
ident of the Contemporary Jurists Association, Attorney 
Ali Riza Dizdar, who presented the petition to the office 
of the prosecutor, claimed that the policemen had 
entered the safe house without the door being broken 
and that they placed pistols by the side of each of the 
terrorists. 


Also on Friday, Sanliurfa Governor Ziyaeddin Akbulut 
said in a written statement that three terrorists were 
killed in a clash between the security forces in Kara- 
koyun village near the Siverek town of Sanliurfa. 
Akbulut said that the terrorists opened fire from their 
hideout in the village in response to the security forces’ 
call to surrender. A group of 15 terrorists raided Koyunlu 
village near the Bismil town of Diyarbakir, killed one 
person and abducted another villager, early Friday. 


Unidentified individuals attacked two government vehi- 
cles and a bank in Istanbul with Molotov cocktails. 


In Kocaeli, police arrested five members of an illegal 
leftist organization called the “October Movement.” In 
Ankara, police arrested a total of 187 suspects of ordi- 
nary crimes during its peace operations on Thursday 
night {18 March]. In a separate development on 
Thursday, three unidentified individuals attacked a 
police bus in the Bayrampasa district of Istanbul with a 
rocket launcher. Ten policemen were wounded in the 
incident. Nearly one and half hours after the incident, a 
person who telephoned some dailies claimed responsi- 
bility for the attack on behalf of the illegal Dev-Sol 
organization. In Mersin, a group of individuals opened 
fire at the police who wanted to disperse them after they 
lit a fire to celebrate Nevruz (the Kurdish New Year). 


Library Week Begins; Ban on Books Lifted 
TA2903114393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 29 Mar 93 


[Excerpt] At a ceremony in Ankara, inaugurating the 
beginning of the Library Week, Culture Minister Fikri 
Sagiar has said that books and libraries have a very 
important function in the survival of democracy with all 
its rules and institutions. 


Saglar said that in view of this reality, they have lifted 
the ban on books and added that 1,358,000 formerly 
banned books are again on the market. He added that the 
number of libraries has increased from 938 to 1060 in 
1991. [passage omitted] 
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